
Franck Biancheri

AEGEE-Europe

Already halfway there. “I want to work actively for European integration for 20 more years, until 2025. This will make a
total of 40 years, as I started with AEGEE-Europe 20 years ago. Then I’ll let the next generations take over,” says Franck
Biancheri, who founded AEGEE in 1985. The energetic French think-tank leader will be 64 years old by then, but he
was already listed by Time Magazine as one of the “Top 20 European Heroes” in 2003 – joining a group of famous per-
sonalities like Nelson Mandela, Zinedine Zidane and Pope John Paul II. The reason for this recognition was the Newro-
peans Democracy Marathon, organised by Franck.
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4120th Anniversary

20 years, 20 people

However, no one would have predicted this success when Biancheri
started his studies in the early 80s. His reason for entering the elite
French university Sciences Po did not suggest a future leader of Euro-
pean integration. “I was mainly a scientific person, made my bac-
calauréat with a focus on mathematics,” he recalls. “I did not want
to become an engineer. But I was still unsure exactly what I wanted
instead. While I thought about it, I decided to enter Sciences Po –
mainly because it is located in the centre of Paris.” 
Soon he became involved in university politics and served three
years as president of the “Bureau des Elèves”, the student office of
the university. This was when Franck developed the idea of creating
AEGEE. “I missed quite a few classes because of my activities. The
teachers were often flexible though, adding the missing points out
of respect for my commitment,” he remembers. Franck Biancheri
graduated from Sciences Po in 1984 and registered himself for the
preparatory classes to enter the Ecole Nationale d’Administration
(ENA), but for three years he never attended a single class. By
now, Franck knew what he wanted to achieve. “AEGEE and all
its activities were what I was looking for, not ENA.”
What followed is history. Years filled with ambitious events – and
great fun. “We often travelled by car to the events. I had an R5,
and we went with five people and no reimbursement.” For three
years, Biancheri led AEGEE as its first president – an enormous
achievement, never equalled by any of his successors. 
It hurt a lot to leave AEGEE after dedicating three years of
his life to it, but Franck’s involvement in European matters
did not end at that point: In 1988, he was already involved
with several other initiatives, such as the Prometheus-
Europe network and the Initiative for a European Democ-
racy (IDE), an initiative connected with the 1989 Euro-
pean Parliament elections in Spain, Holland and France.
For all these activities, Franck needed more than just
ambition. He also required a clear vision, lots of energy,
communication skills and a very good instinct. Franck
himself credits his success to his efforts to be a pragmatic
and independent thinker. “My aim is always to solve
problems. I want to be as independent as possible, from
other people and from political parties and institu-
tions,” he states. “This is what I always tried to do, first
with AEGEE and now with Europe2020. We want to
solve the problems that we can see, not the questions
that others try to impose on us.”
This forces him to be better informed than others.
“By staying at the heart of networks of many thou-
sands of people, I get the relevant information very
quickly, because I always avoid having more than one
intermediary layer between me and the people con-
cerned,” he stresses. “However, I rarely read books
about the EU, since most of them just repeat what
has already been said”. Biancheri has ten people
working for his think tank Europe 2020 as perma-
nent staff. There are also many volunteers, depend-

ing on the activities to be carried out.
20 years have passed since AEGEE was created, but
some things never change: “I still go abroad very
frequently. There are periods of several months
when I am away almost every night.” Franck is still a
master networker. “I keep in touch with many peo-
ple even from the first years of AEGEE.” As he says
this, Franck begins to smile. “When I visited the
Baltic States during the Newropeans Marathon, I
went to Riga for the first time. Entering a lift in a
building, I met another young man was inside who
asked me ‘Are you Franck Biancheri? I am the founder
of AEGEE-Riga and am glad to meet you!’ My father,
who was with us at that moment, told me later that he
would never have believed the story if he had not seen it
with his own eyes.” Olivier Genkin

The mission is not over yet

How do you see AEGEE's mission today?
AEGEE has played an important role in the democratisa-
tion process of the EU and the rest of Europe, mainly by
integrating students from every country and faculty. The
fact that AEGEE can now look back over two decades of
history proves an impressive level of continuity in its activi-
ties. This is already valuable in itself. AEGEE’s main goal
today should be to develop methods for creating true
Eurocitizens. It should also continue to build bridges within
the EU, and between the EU and its neighbours, both on
the European continent and on the world stage.

What do you think of the recently drafted European constitution?
This document doesn't really spark my enthusiasm. The Euro-
pean Convention involved nobody younger than 45 years, keep-
ing it mainly oriented towards the past. The draft constitution
tries to solve the problems of the past 10 or 15 years, but ignores
the predominant question of how to involve 500 million ordinary
people in the management of Europe. I feel the draft represents
progress, but it is still far from sufficient.

What do you think about referendae as a tool of democracy regard-
ing EU matters?
I appreciate the principle of referendae a lot, since it is essential
for the people to decide. But we have to be aware of the fact that
calling a referendum on the accession of new members to the EU
may in practice mean the end of further enlargement.

What do you think about the proposal for a "privileged partnership"
with Turkey?
It should not be forgotten that we, via Prometheus and
Europe2020, first presented that idea in 1995.
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