


EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

An anniversary should be a moment of reflection. A moment to rest and look back at the perils of the past and the
current situation. To be aware of the present means to actively shape the environment we will be living in tomorrow.

The present book should document the development of AEGEE and a wide variety of activities for which it served as
fertile platform. We chose 10 topics to highlight 10 facets of 10 years of AEGEE activities.

Our generation was born into an already existing European identity. European consciousness has been a part of our
education. During the past decade many events occurred that few of us would have expected to happen. We chose
10 cities in which events took place that marked AEGEE and Europe.

The diversity of Europe is its greatest wealth. Today we want to look at this variety and how to build the bases for
common future. Each chapter is a puzzle of a variety of documents from a particular year.

We were given a very short period only — five months — to complete the present book. This would not have been pos-
sible without the help of many committed persons. A big thank you to dll of them! The names of all people involved
may be found ot the end of the book. We would like to thank three persons especially: Eva Tenbérg and Sabine
Salzmann for the layouting of the book and Christina Thorsson for her active support during her presidency. We
wish them all the best.

Enjoy reading!
The Editorial Team,

Dimitris Georgopoulos, Athina
Michael Merker, Berlin
Dorian Selz, Genéeve
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Secretary General of the Council of Europe

It is @ great honour for me to make some introductory
remarks to your 10th Anniversary publication. | know
that your organisation carries out important work in the
field of European co-operation. Youth and student orga-
nisations play a major role in the process of European
integration through their long-standing tradition of
contacts between countries on the European continent.

The youth of today has a vision of Europe projected
towards the future. They have o remarkable power of
influence on public opinion. The best example of this is
what has happened in the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe. Their role and action are very important
and they should do their utmost to turn their vision of
Europe into reality.

Participating in the present means participating in the
building of tomorrow’s society. Participation for us in the
Council of Europe means a process designed to encou-
rage young people to remain within, integrate into and
lead fuller lives in society. Participation provides training
in democracy and helps young people to become accep-
ted as a resource rather than a problem.
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The Council of Europe has put this principle into prac-
tice. Through the system of co-management, youth orga-
nisations are directly involved in the decision-making
process within the youth field. Thus, at the Council of
Europe, participation also provides the link between
young people and governmental institutions.

Since its creation, almost 50 years ago, the Council of
Europe has encouraged the right of association and has
developed the active co-operation with non-govern-
mental organisations. | particularly appreciate your
active participation within the NGO Liaison Committee.

European co-operation in the field of youth is more
necessary than ever. It offers the possibility of comparing
experience in combating the difficulties facing young
people, acts as barrier to xenophobia and racism, and
contributes to the building of the democratic ideal of
Europe. Important aims of such co-operation are to
encourage European awareness among young people,
liberate their creativity and promote their autonomy.

I thank you for your commitment to this cause and wish
you good luck for the future.

Daniel Tarschys



AEGEE was established in Paris in 1985
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History does not end with the present; it extends,

info eternity. However, we only partially accompany it there.

For as there is much of the past that is in the present,

there is much of the present that will be in the future,

including a little bit that is not yet evident.

This will become evident only with the aid of fime.

The Present as the Future

roots that reach far back in European history. We

can find serveral aftempts since the fall of the Ro-
man Empire to unite areas in Europe. In recent history it
has been done by the great Empire of Charlemagne and
even the Napoleon occupation could net succeed in
uniting the continent politically. More hope appeared
with the farmulation of the pan-European idea early this
century. Out of the ashes of the World War I this idea
emerged again. The people in Europe redlising the pain
of that war demanded a common and secured peace.
More people in charge understood the need of co-ope:
ration. Their calls entitled the foundations. of the
European Community that recently became the Euro-
pean Union. Other organisations such as EFTA or the
Nordic Council were formed. But a large gap divided
Europe into two parts for nearly fifty years. Alter the fall
of the Iron Curtain and the democratic movements in
Eastern Europe could some of those divisions disappear.
The basic ideas of European integration remained, but
their interpretation changed. Europe can be defined in
many ways, e.g. ds a naturally confined space, the spi-
ritof the age of Enlightenment.andits geographic posi-
fion as the cenire of the Old World. But whatever Europe
is, can be a sign of growing international responsibilify.
We have to realise that problems such as nationalism,
racism, pollution dnd economic development can only
be solved by international co-operation. How: does the
future of our continent look like? Real European inte-
gration can only-succeed with the support of European
cifizens with its people or organisations who dedicated
themselves to assist this process.

The foundations of the actual integration process have

AEGEE, a successful story? The past 10 years have been
a learning experience, they were neither easy nor with-
out mistakes. From a smallish and rather elitist associa-
fion, AEGEE grew bigger, to become a large students’
movement. About 100.000 individuals have been mem-
bers for a cerfain period. AEGEE's main achievement
over those years has  been its platform function. lts grea-
test asset is the negation of any. national level of orga-
nisation: A truly Europe-wide platform to mest, exchan-
ge and realise ideas and dreams. We have changed
together with Europe. However, it is our chance to use
AEGEE as a tool to create a Europe according to our
wishes and not to be confronted with a pre-set of expec-
tations and rules set by others. We promote co-operati-
on and integration among European students. It is up to
all of us to contribute to new inputs and to model the
association according to our wishes and needs.

Three issues may be identified which are highly impor-
fant in the process. outlined cbove: Motivation is one of
the key.issues, next to adapt to a changing environment
and finally having clear goals in mind.

Over ten years now, innovative young people made
meetings possible across cultural borders, language
barriers, prejudices, simply across Europe. For one de:
cade ‘we have been building bridges across Europe.
Beyond, we will continue to mofivate young people to
simply become Europeans to guaraniee o successful
development and improvement of our saciety.

Editorial Team
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President of German Parliament

s one of the patrons of AEGEE it is my special
pleasure to send cordial greetings on the occasi-

n of the 10th Anniversary of this dynamic
European student organisation. Founded in 1985, it has
been AEGEE's central aim ever since to promote co-ope-
ration of young people throughout Europe and to con-
tribute common perspectives for the political, economic
and cultural future of Europe. Looking back at the work
of a decade, | find the achievements of this young orga-
nisation very impressive. the great variety of projects
developed such as summer universities, working groups,
students exchanges or the important ,Schola project”
show the high motivation of AEGEE to promote the
European idea among young people. Looking forward
to AEGEE’s work in the oncoming decade, | would like
to stress the special responsibility of the young generati-

on for an even closer European integration. This inclu-
des close co-operation with countries in central and
eastern Europe such as Poland, Hungary, Czech
Republic and Slovokia. These countries need a clear
European perspective and | am glad to learn that
AEGEE has been very active to establish contacts and
projects with the new universities. | find this very encou-
raging because the active contributions of the young
generation is of special importance for the future of the
European movement. In fact, o pan-European thinking
cannot be developed without the critical participation of
the young Europeans. | am certain that AEGEE will con-
tinue to play an important role in this process.

Rita SUussmuth

Member of European Parliament

‘i toujours été d’avis que la tache la plus ambitieu-

se et la plus nécessaire est la construction d’une véri-

table Europe des citoyens qui devrait se développer
au méme pas que I'Europe économique et politique.
Dans ce sens, la contribution des jeunes par le biais des
organismes fels que I'AEGEE est tout a fait essentielle. I
s'agit d'ailleurs pour nous tous d'un grand défi et d’une
expérience fouta fait nouvelle oU il nous reste beaucoup
d apprendre...

D’un c6té les pouvoirs publics doivent créer le cadre juri-
dique et se doter de moyens financiers pour que ces act-
ions réussissent. A titre d'exemple je rappelle que
I'Union Européenne a créé un large éventail de program-
mes pour les jeunes: Jeunesse pour |'Europe, Erasmus,
Socrates, Lingua, efc. D'un autre cété rien ne peut réus-
sir sans la mobilisation de la société civile. En particulier
si 'on pense aux problémes qui affectent les jeunes, c’est
@ ces derniers d’assumer le premier rdle. Votre associa-

tion a essayé, au cours de cette décennie, d’agir en ce
sens. Et c’est bien.

Notre continent connait une montée des nationalismes,
une affirmation parfois excessive, donc dangereuse, des
identités, une recrudescence de lintolérance, de la
xénophobie, du racisme ou de I'antisémitisme. Il existe
de nombreuses causes & ces phénoménes. Mais, quelles
que soient leurs causes, ils sont dangereux pour la paix.
En outre ils détruisent ces valeurs humanistes qui sont le
meilleur de la culture européenne. Cette lutte et le com-
bat pour éviter les dérives et sauver la culture humaniste
de I'Europe, concernent fout le monde. Mais ils concer-
nent particulidrement les jeunes car il sagit de leur ave-
nir, de votre avenir. Je souhaite que votre dixiéme anni-
versaire soit pour vous l'occasion de vous mobiliser.

Catherine Lalumiere



Former President of European Parliament

am delighted to send my very best wishes to AEGEE-
Europe on the occasion of its 10th Anniversary.

I know just how much the young people of the European
Union feel concerned by discussions on Europe’s future,
by the uncertainties of the economic climate, by the war
and violence raging daily just beyond our borders. You
are the ones who will have to live with the results of the
decisions taken today and who will have to build on
them in turn for the sake of your own children and grand-
children.

Today's young generation has a particularly clear vision
of the Europe it wants to see. You have expectations.
You want to be actively involved in the construction of @
new Europe. You want guaranteed pedce and prosperi-
ty. You want jobs in a healthy economy and a clean en-
vironment. We, the decision-makers of today, owe it to
you to help make that vision become a reality.

Of course, being European in no way means that we
must all give up our own nationdlities. It is perfectly pos-
sible fo be French, German, Danish, Spanish, Swedish
etc., and still feel profoundly European. Indeed, it is just

Franck Biancheri, founder of AFGEE in 1985

that variety of cultures, languages and national and re-
gional identities which shapes and enriches our common
European identity. Provided that you young people of to-
day embrace with conviction the fundamental European
ideals of peace, unity and co-operation, of the celebra-
tion of diversity and of mutual respect, then | firmly belie-
ve that Europe’s future will be safe and will flourish in
your hdnds.

My special message to the members of AEGEE-Europe
on this occasion is the following: Remain optimistic,
committed, tolerant and open. Build on the unique expe-
riences offered to you by your education, cherish your
aspirations for the ideal future, and do all you can fo en-
sure that they become a redlity in the new Europe of to-
morrow. That is what the founding fathers of the Euro-
pean Community did in the past. Let their fremendous vi-
sion, determination and enthusiasm be an inspiration to
you throughout your lives as you work together to build
that Europe of the future.

Egon A. Klepsch

Les

états généraux
des

étudiants

de

I'Europe

EGEE1-PARIS
16-22avril 1985

The first AEGEE event took place in 1985, EGEE |
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President of AEGEE-Europe

he year of the 10th Anniversary of AEGEE-Europe

is a brilliant occaison to reflect and celebrate. A va-

luable opportunity to study the present situation in
the context of a decade of activities and in the perspec-
tive of the reached results of our investments. Ten years
are a short period of time but ten years with AEGEE seems
long to me. Many are the events that took place and nu-
merous the experiences of young people who spent their
time with AEGEE. What AEGEE has reached is to give
ten thousands of students a concrete comprehension of
the abstract idea of Europe.

From my point of view has AEGEE shown mainly two
special characters through the years : It gathers students
from all faculties and an inferdisciplinary encounter ge-
nerates a general interest in the European society rather
than a concern simply to improve personal abilities. The
involvement should come out of a personal conviction
after conscious reflection. Lacking a national organisati-
on, AEGEE is in its unique structure underlining the im-
portance of participation on the truly European level,
equally accessible to everybody.

Obyviously it is the role of European students’ organisati-
ons to take part in the building of a desired society. For
a long-term construction of Europe, the distance bet-
ween instifulions and citizens must be reduced. To be
successful, developments have to be firmly established
among Europeans: Concurrently with its enlargement in
geographical and in political fields of action more
power will be located within the European Union. The
guarantee for. smooth progress is communication with
Europeans and transparency in actions undertaken. The
progress of Europe is furning into, as it should be, every-
body’s concern.

Involvement of Non-Governmental Organisations in ge-
neral is essential during the near future of Europe. Only
a real co-operation between institutions and NGOs can
guarantee the communication that will ensure the utility
and legitimacy of the activities and decisions taken from
both sides. That is e.g. international students” associations
have a role to play. They are training the leaders of to-
morrow and will constitute a valuable partner.

The very open atmosphere and pragmatic approach of
European youth associations constitutes an inferesting

platform for European co-operation. They have mem-
bers from most European states. The co-operation they
realise is an experimenting project, e.g. in regard to re-
lations to Central and Eastern Europe. Their conclusions
are well-founded experiences which show many diffe-
rences yet to bridge and many yet to solve. In this field
a fruitful concrete plan of action could quite easily be set
up with European institutions to solve the problems on a
small scale. We do consider the high importance of the
European mobility programmes and the other possibli-
ties of crossing the existing borders and we always will
promote them.

The next challenge we face is to bring Europe to those
ones who are not mobile, which will require new ideas
and solutions. It is not a free choice to do it or not, Europe
needs and is for everybody. A concrete implementation
of the European dimension in education and in sprea-
ding of knowledge of human rights is certainly funda-
mental in building an equal and just civil society.

One role of the European students’ associations is to see
to general involvement of students in European matters:
The individual thinking should involve the taking of a
standpoint on our role in society. Students’ associations
provide an excellent complement to traditional studies
and enable members to learn more about international
matters. Involvement in international organisations has a
two-folded value: The thematic activities will raise inte-
rest and ability to take some personal responsibility for
the development of Europe. Participation in the organi-
sation as a structure will increase the interest of young
people in the European society.

A students’ association should always be run with same
naive enthusiasm to reach high ideals. We know by now
who we are and which our interests are and the real
challenge is to promote that on a long term high quality
basis. In the quest to find the last parts of our identify that
will illustrate the role we can play in Europe, we will find
the solution in the perspective of gained experiences and
in the existing European society. From these points of
view, | hope you will enjoy the reading of this 10th
Anniversary publication, ,One Decade and Beyond”.

Christina Thorsson



London, Nuit Européenne, 1986




CHAPTER 2

AEGEE:
PAST AND FUTURE



F. Bioncheri
and A.-K lehr
at the

EGEE I event in
Minchen, 1986

This chapter is a summary of the history of AEGEE,

the following article will provide an overview

of the history of AEGEE. The author was

actively involved in AEGEE from 1990 until 1995.

aim was to be a platform for young Europeans to discuss
frequently European matters and pre-

sent its ideas

to European and national

institutions. They wanted to make the

public aware of students’ concerns of European
issues.

Due to the uniqueness of the idea, EGEE was able to sti-
mulate many students fo create EGEE locals in their
cities. The beginners were London, Minchen, Paris,
Leiden, Madrid, Bruxelles, Strasbourg and Nice. During
the years EGEE, which was from 1988 onwards named
AEGEE [Association des Etats Généraux des Etudiants

from 1985 to 1995

de |"Europe}, was growing intensively. In 1988 we could
count 40 AEGEE locals. AEGEE as o voluntary student
organisation, did not want to create national level, which
was a revolutionary idea but not so easy to handle.

Therefore AEGEE has only a European level and a local
level, which is supported by special thematic Working

Groups. er with AEGEE’s
own pd ich from 1985
onwards es as the Comité

Directeur, its Commissions, its Chairman and its prepa-
ratory Presidents’ Meeting. AEGEE had always to adapt
its structure as the network has expanded.

changed into a huge organisation. New generations
have always a different approach.

AEGEE had to face a major discussion in 1990, in fimes

ding bridges across Europe” (at the AGORA in
Budapest November 1991, our first big event in the
East) symbolised in a very precise way this common
achievement. Nonetheless the association grew enor-
mously up to 140 locals, which meant AEGEE harnes-
sing all their efforts and putting a lot of energy in to
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ensure the steady running of the organisation and our
successful development in Eastern Europe. In order fo
cope with this development, AEGEE had o transform
parts of its structure and to ensure better communication.
This was needed to make things more transparent for the
members, who do not know each other as well as in the
foundation time. This greater quantity with more diffe-
rent backgrounds than in former times is our guarantee
for future quality. The internal information flow was

improved via magazines like the News
Bulletin, CD

Newsletters or
even Internet links. The inter-
nal organisation was, is and will be
always in transition due to AEGEE’s growth,

Besides AEGEE's general activities such as congresses,
academies about various subjects were set up, big pro-
jects such as Euromanagers, Europolis, Moot Court,
Summer Universities, the EGEE congresses, the Nuit
Européenne, Eurodefense and many others. Even if
nowadays not many of these foundation events are a
part of AEGEE, we can be proud to have initiated such
successful ones. Moreover, the new generation of
AEGEE has made their own projects like the OneEurope
Magazine, the TEAM project, CHAMP, various Working
Groups and an enlarged Summer University our langu-
age courses.

AEGEFE's external relations were dedicated mostly to the
European Union, where AEGEE engaged itself for the
instalment of the ERASMUS programme and supported
later the TEMPUS programme as well. We improved our
co-operation with the those mentioned institutions and
with-the Task Force of Education. AEGEE enlarged its
field of interest by becoming a NGO at the Council of
Europe and its work with the OSCE. This new direction
was underlined with the active participation of the
Strasbourg ,Antidiscrimination Seminar” in 1994 and
our preparatory conferences with the motto ,Striving for

Tolerance”. AEGEE attempts to raise its voice concer-
ning European student issues, which is one part of our
political role besides the training of our members.

Nowadays AEGEE can look back to a history of ten
years full of experiences and successes, if we look at our
varivos congresses, academies and other activities and
to our network with 170 local groups from Turkey to the
UK, and from Portugal to the CIS. More than 100.000
people have caught the AEGEE virus and are thus able
to co-operate with different nationalities in a team focu-
sing on variuos subjects. Last but not least | believe that
we have attempted to reduce

the existing
prejudices in order to
assist the construction of today’s
Europe.

We can say that we are at the crossroads of our deve-
lopment after creation and enlargement of AEGEE
throughout Europe. Therefore it is up fo ourselves fo
decide upon the right path. Certainly the CD under
Christina Thorsson, her successors and the whole net-
work should set out on the quest for our future. Hope is
always on on our side and everybody is more than wel-
come to create her or his own niche in AEGEE.

| daresay and believe that AEGEE with its abitlity to
improve itself, which was shown during the last decade, -
will always be able to master its fate.

| wish the coming AEGEE members good luck for their
AEGEE time.

Michael Merker

Faces 1986:

Jeft:

Johannes Heister,
Asirid Schomaker,
Bart Kruitwagen,

Impressions or

L the first AGORA

in Miinchen

right:
Board of
AEGEE-Paris;

Paris-Bercy,
Liaison Vidéo-

4 Satellite sur

six Villes”



Johannes

Heister
at an
EGEE
event,

1986 |

reflecting on the first years

te from and what were your infentions in
e doing so? Why was AEGEE established and
where did you gef the name from?

] Where did your idea to form AEGEE origina-

Since | was a teenager, | have been interested in politics.
And for years, | had this conviction that, in the future,
either Europe will be united and then there will be means
and possi-
bilities to in-
fluence our
destinies; or,
it will not be
united and then
it will be more
interesting fo do
anything else other
than politics.

In the beginning of
the 80s | realized
that our European
Community was every-
thing we had and as

well" something which

enabled the Europeans
to grasp. their destiny. It was when | saw the practical
occasion to do something for Europe, which was rooted
in citizens and not in dull administrative structures, | jum-
ped on it.

The practical occasion of doing something was therefo-
re offered to me when a rare cooperation between the
,Bureaux des Eléves” (Students’ Boards) of five Parisian
,Grandes Ecoles”, gave to me the opportunity. to drag
these five ,Grandes Ecoles into the project of making a
congress (EGEE 1) of 500 European students in April
1985 in Paris. As President of the Sciences-Po’s ,Bureau
des Eléves”, | could seize this occasion and use the huge
potenfia| of contacts and credibility that these ,Grandes
Ecoles” have in France.

For most of those who worked to prepare the EGEE |
congress, it was just a matter of organising a congress ;
they were not thinking about a future association.

Only a few weeks before the congress the idea of
making a follow-up was openly discussed. As more and
more people were getting interested in our project, some
members of the team, feeling that it would ‘be a very
important congress holding huge promises for the futu-
re, began to ask ,what's next2”. Then, there was time to
discuss and plan the future with those European students
who came to EGEE | and in the end it led to AEGEE-
Europe.

Concerning the name AEGEE there is a lot to say about
our own spirit, which refers clearly to the assembly which
ignited the French Revolution in 1789. So, softly and with-
out throwing stones at anybody, we were trying cons-
ciously to start a new innovative movement.

2. Why was AEGEE founded at that particular time?
What was the situation in Europe like in those days?

The question of date’has to be linked with the question
of place. So, | think that if it happened in Paris in this
period of time (84-85), three main reasons can be iden-

tified:

The fact that in France we were living the first years of
disillusionment of national politics. Part of the populati-
on and especially the youth, understood or felt that if
there were any hopes for the future they would not come
anymore from national politics. So, the door was open
to try something else, why not Europe? And ones should
not forget that since the first day of its preparation EGEE
(as it was named till 1987) played with politics; ot least,
to get patronage from both sides, right and left. And this
was a ,premiere” in France. We were clearly thinking
that ,national politics” as a whole had to be a tool ser-
ving our European project.

The fact that we were in Paris, the capital city of the most
centralized state in Europe. means for me that AEGEE
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could have never started elsewhere due fo its unique
nvironment filled with the ,Grandes Ecoles”, the mini-

siries and the city itself.

Among the initial group of people who prepared and
organised EGEE |, @ handful of them accepted to take in
charge the huge deficit we faced at the end of the con-
aress (80.000 ECU). Nobody was obliged fo do so, but
this group stayed and fought. Without them and their
sfforts to find money, AEGEE would have ended to exist
immediatly affer its first congress.

The situation was dull and boring concerning the
European construction. The EC was caught in what was
called , Eurosclerosis
was not a fopic at all. It was just something nobody was
interested in besides o few pro-European fanatics. "And,
we were not this kind!"Etrope was a'means to the impro-
vement of our felllow citizens, not a holy spirit that will
one day come fo us!

I

. In fact, among students, Europe

This is why we created something new and why we did
not try o join any existing: orgdnisation.

3. Where did you and do you see the role AEGEE had
then and has now to play?

The answer is clear and simple. | will say the role of
AEGEE is the sume now as it was 10 years ago. In fact
the only very new parameter inside AEGEE environment
is the fall of the Soviet Empire and thus the freedom of
Eastern Europe.

Well, ask yourself the question: what can a generalist
student movement bring fo its environment (e.g., other
students, other young people, more aged' people, uni-
versities, institutions, companies, medias. .. )2

Anyway the main role of AEGEE was and is to create
onscious European citizens by exposing them to other
Europeansand to frain active European citizens by
making them work with other Europeans (these two situ-
ation correspond fojamore passive or more active impli-
cation in’ AEGEE). Other roles will require. another

organisation.

Of course, locally or in certain
occasion, AEGEE can de-
velop secondary
roles, But,

one should also keep in mind that the ,benevolent® sta-
tus of AEGEE executives prevents any form of large ser-
vice provider organisation”. Its role is definitely not in
the ,market” but in the Agora (in the old Greek' mea-
ning).

Practically, the list of exciting topics waiting for AEGEE
to play its role is long:

# contributing to help the Eastern European countries to

integrate with the EU in near future; building links with
students from Mediterranean Muslim countries,

* contro||ing the way EU education programmes are
implemented,

# supporting initiatives in favour of more influence for-

citizens inithe European construction process,

@ developping new links between Europe and the outsi-

de world in order to define possible contributions of
Europe in the future reorganisation of world institutions,

# assessing the EU potential role in the struggle against
global problems,

# thinking of potential EU answers fo unemployement

and exclusion from society,

@ discussing the issues at stake in the new information

society.

These topics go along very well with problems more cen-
tred on students lives or local preoccupations. They.are

the general frame in which the rest can find its coheren-

ce, and AEGEE its cohesion.

As means are always close to roles and
objectives, | will just add that

the first kind of topics |
requires huge
events,

From left to right: C. Mayenobe, B. Establie; U.v. Lonski; V.Bracco




visible by dll type of partners as they are general pro-
blems which interest all of them and affirm the genera-
list nature of AEGEE.

They also have to be big because the quality of student
events is generally assessed in quantitative ferms: how
many students were there2 The more you are in one
event, the more credible you are to your environment.

4. You created other bodies to continue your vision. Can
you please describe this?

In fact, | created two other bodies, with other former
AEGEE-Europe responsibles. One was IDE {Initiative for
a European Democracy) which presented lists to the ‘89
European elections in Spain, Holland and France. Our
message was concentrating on European citizenship,
education, language teaching, Eastern Europe, commu-
nications, ... not surprisingly a message very similar to
AEGEE's one at the time. We had no money and we
knew we would get nobody elected.

But, as it was a goal | set to myself since the first day |
thought of creating AEGEE, | was willing to make it. |
was feeling it was o necessary path which was conduc-
ting directly to an autenomous capacity of action in the
EU system. We wanted to show that we could do it when
everybody was telling us it was impossible.

This move was coherent to what | always said: ,The
European construction is first of all a political process”.
If citizens want to have a say on its development, they
have to entfer (which means to create in fact) the Euro-
pean po|itica| arena. So, in 1989, we gcfhered about
100.000 voters (which is a ridiculous percentage on
three countries ... but a great success when you look our
lack of money, means, time and experience).

Then we developed PROMETHEUS-Europe, a European
think-tank as we realised during the ‘89 campaign that
there was no European-wide organisation trying to
identify long-term prob|ems that the European construc-
tion will face. Based on a purely benevolent:basis again
(nobody is paid), but dealing now with young profes-
sionnals starting families, starting: careers and spread
everywhere, it was very difficult to get started as they
had very litle fime to dedicate to PROMETHEUS. We
also had huge difficulties to find them but in the end we
could succeed. At the present time we focus our work on
the prospects and information (on the identified pro-
blems and solutions) in three fields:

4 education
@ extermal relations
# European administration.

We decided to deal with the EU external relations by fol-
lowing the same way we took to develop AEGEE-

Europe, that is going to other countries fo work together
with the people on common questions. This has been a
tremendously successful strategy which means that we
have now developed an Eastern European network and
exira-European PROMETHEUS networks in CIS, non EU
Mediterranean countries and Latin America. PROME-
THEUS develops its worlwide activities whilst keeping the
European Union identity of PROMETHEUS-Europe.

PROMETHEUS thus goes on with this idea of training
active European citizens and inventing new tools and
methods of common work.

5. Did you enjoy your time within AEGEE?

Well most of my memories | have published in a little
book, which includes most of my experiences from the
period 85-88 of AEGEE-Europe. Therefore one realizes
that | have a lot of memories from AEGEE ... enough fo
fill o book. Anyhow most of my memories are.very
good, some are bitter. All of them were very instructive.
A big number of my current friends come ‘also from
those times.

6. Do you believe that it was worthwhile to put all your
efforts in, establishing AEGEE2 Can we be proud of
what AEGEE has reached in the last 10 years?

| think it was worthwhile because we achieved a lot, we
achieved things nobody else did: like our crucial support
to ERASMUS which opened a new era in terms of access
of citizens to the European dimension, like the fact that
in 10 years it is something like 100.000 students which
have attended AEGEE events and are more aware of
European affairs.

The fact that AEGEE, through you, is able to ask this
question {not only to me but fo many other anciens) is
already a reason to be proud. First because it still exists;
second because it is a mavement questionning its past
which means it is @ movement having a future. If AEGEE
can just go on while keeping merely this idea in mind, |
will be proud all these years because I will know that
AEGEE will play a big role on the European scene every
year!

And, if | am proud today of AEGEE its because | know
how difficult it has been for this movement to go through
these ten years with this complex organisation that
young students had to understand and to manage with
only a few weeks or months of training. Being a few
years ahead of youin life, | can assure you that accep-
ting to follow this difficult path is a very good way to
enter your future professionnal life. Europe needs people
like you.

This interview was held by Michael Merker.

Franck Biancheri
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The second phase of the AEGEE history
began in a quite significant manner:
the organisation, founded in Paris as EGEE

(Etats Généraux des Etudiants de I'Europe)

needed to be renamed due to a legal problem in France.

So AEGEE (Association des Etats Généraux des Etudiants de I’Europe) was born.

from 1988 to. 1990

at's in a name — one might ask. But, in this
case, it meant o lot — above all, that the
Jfederalist approach”, that is, in the conti-

nental meaning of the word, a decentralized, democra-
tic and grass-root oriented vision of a student organisa-
tion won over the version of a centrally-controlled, stric-
tly guided way of administration. It took AEGEE two
years to fully realize its potential - it developed despite
of itself, one is tempted to say. 1987 was a year in
which o lot of antennae began to spring up — from mid
1987, the number rose from 15 to 75 in 1989! This
meant above all a change in administration, a different
way of communication and a different feeling among
the members. In the first years of AEGEE existence, the
people inside knew each other — and information would
spread easily. But with the number of antennae increa-
sing, personal contact became less easy to organise,
and different internal meefings needed to be developed-
Regional conferences, Presidents’ Meetings, Working
Groups..., it was the time fo fry out different formulas.

The European CD catched up with this development only
with difficulty, sometimes even

After the establishment, AEGEE
had already 7 antennce in 1986

ignoring the shift of power away from it to the AGORA
and, behind it, the antennae which became better orga-
nised, demanding more participation in the decision
making.

Very telling is the list of events from 1988 onward — a
variety of themes (Women in Europe, Rhine and Wine,
Literature, Road security, AIDS) had been added, diffe-
rent formulas invented (apart from the standard con-
gress: semi-professional seminars like the Space con-
gresses, tourist events like Ski weekends, competitions
like the moot court in European community Law, discus-
sion rounds with Eastern European dissidents...) and
new institutions involved (i.e. the Youth programme of
the Council of Europe).

It has been a phase of vivid search for the new opportu-
nities that the opening of Eastern Europe would bring,
and venturing into unknown territory, like the member-
ship of Turkish anfennae.

While the political ambition of the organisation as such
faded, the thriving ambitions of its members, the
unstoppable travelling from event to event led to a pro-
found change of attitude of the members towards its lea-
dership. With the Quo-Vadis-AEGEE movement, bid-
ding for the CD posts in the end of 1990, a group of
people who had grasped that the time for change had
come which would finally bring the dynamics of these
changes to the top of the organisation. Hence the enlar-
gement towards Eastern Europe could start.

Christoph H. Vaagt



EGEE had seen a dynamic growth period since 1985. A clear message promoted

by a group of European students had transferred a good idea from phantasy

to reality. In 1987 about 2000 students from all over Europe

called themselves members of AEGEE: the Euro-political framework

was marked by the East-West conflict and western Europeanintegration.

named in 1988, had favoured a close group of res-

ponsible AEGEEists who promoted their idea
throughout Europe. However, once a network had suc-
cessfully been established, local structures were strong
and regional co-operation was functioning fairly well,
AEGEFE’s strongly centralised administration demanded
a different type of personality: highly integrative and
understanding her/his work as the transfer of ideas from
locals to the AEGEE-Europe level.

The time of EGEE’s birth, or ,AEGEE”, as it was re-

In this situation the list-election system for the Comité
Directeur, de facto implying the centralised choice of
future CD members by the old ones, did not respond
enough to the new demands of the association’s chan-
ged face. Worse, it had led to‘an occasional dlienation
of selected CD candidates from those who were suppo-
sed to be represented on the AEGEE stage. In general,
an inflexibility of the internal procedures had evolved.
Cliques had formed which talked more about than with
each other. In the ,North-West* region. This perceived
lack of communication, integration and thus of motivati-
on wascriticized as a representative, respectively demo-
cratic deficit! A, grassroots” structure, incorporating the
ideas and individuals of all members was demanded by
a growing group of AEGEEists. Responding to these de-
mands, the Agora changed the election system in two
steps: first, the number of CD members was reduced
from:30:to 16 in order to' admit competitive elections;
then, once competition had brought about a change ‘of
persondlities and policies in the CD, the list-election
system was abandoned in favour of an individual choi
ce system, which preserved (and still does) a minimum
requirement for the number of nationalities and a ceiling
for a single nationality represented in the CD.

Also world-political changes created aneed for action
within AEGEE: Since Gorbachov’s reform of the Soviet
Union’s foreign: policy; AEGEE’s,pure EC_orientation
was found to be too restrictive. Whilst the EC’s claim to

Controversy about Structure and Enlargement

be o potentially all-European organisation could be un-
derstood as more realistic, AEGEE aimed at extending
towards the EFTA countries and at'maintaining links to
students in eastern European countries. Affer a contro-
versial discussion these guidelines were adopted by the
Agora in Salerno on November 10th 1989, one day af-
ter the Berlin Wall fell. AEGEE had proven to be an ac-

tive political actor.

In the wake of the succeeding revolutionary develop-
ments, the East-West Working Group proved a lucky
hand in choosing contact persons in central and eastern
European cities who were charged with seiting up the
first locals beyond the traditional AEGEE borders. Al
who participated in this Working Group share the
memories of the famed East-West-meeting in Budapest
and the intense experiences of understanding how soci-
al mechanisms can change the psychology of people
despite similar cultural backgrounds.

OF course, many of the cultural basic lines of conflict
described still exist in our organisation today. The dis-
cussion on structures is now debated from the perspec-
tive of higher efficiency of the CD, which'is somefimes
said to/demand a listed” professional group to steer
AEGEE. In the same fashion, a restriction of AEGEE’s netf-
work fo a geographically determined area is demanded.

My feeling is that AEGEE should not want to be perfect.
AEGEE should stick to its good old tradition of , just take
it into your own hands” and trust the enthusiasm and
abilities of the local AEGEEists. The open character of
AEGEE ;cannot be divided sinto infernal. and external
aspects. As long as'its message remains:,European infe-
gration”, one should rather risk:a mistake artwoin
enlarging the organisation. In AEGEE; you regret only
those things which you have not done!

R. Emschermann
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AEGEE’s enlargement started in 1990

after the tremendous changes following

the fall of the Wall in East Germany in 1989.

EGEE’s enlargement was based on the intellec-
A’rucﬂ, juridical preparatory-wark of the East-West

Working Group in 1988/89. Especially the
initiatives of AEGEE-Bonn {in particular Rainer Seider
and Rainer Emschermann) and of AEGEE-Freiburg (Jérg
Schieber and Rainer Ohliger) enabled the East
Europeans to participate in the AEGEE events. This influ-
enced the creation of AEGEE-Leipzig in February 1990
— our first stand in Eastern Europe and inspired contac-
fs in Dresden, Budapest, Bratislava. AEGEE-Leipzig,
especially Krisztina Németh and Michael Merker,
undertook the initiative to work more pratically in the
field of the estalishment of antennae in Central and
Eustern Europe. Therefore they had invited students from
Budapest to the EWWG meeting in Leipzig on 15th July
1990;

The idea behind was to inform these students about
AEGEE and enable them to create an AEGEE group
over there. Their sucessful visit led to the project of an
official visit of the EWWG and other antennae repre-
sentatives to Budapest to install officially and juridically
the first AEGEE group in Budapest. Therefore we prepa-
red a general introduction about AEGEE for the
Hungarian students, each representative from the diffe-
reat represented antennae, what underlined our diversi-
ty explained to the audience a various part of the
AEGEE activities. We were very successful and could
immediately gain around 50 members of AEGEE in
Budapest.

Later we have been using this model for the creation of
antennae in Eastern Europe all the fime - first we invited
students from a university town fo one of our events.
There we showed them, how AEGEE is working and
what it is all about. Afterwards we paid them a visit,
whilst they organised a meeting with other students from
their city and af this place we introduced them to AEGEE
and ussisted, if possible the official foundation of the
local  AEGEE group. Likewise further locals in
Cenfral/Eastern Europe, were assisted by Western
locals, for example Praha and Pécs by AEGEE-Freiburg,
Debrecen by AEGEE-Utrecht, Cluj-Napoca by AEGEE-

Passau and contacts in Poland via other members of the
EWWG. Generally the EWWG can be regarded as the
essential force in the establishment of local AEGEE
groups:in Eastern Europe, thus even in the beginning of
1990 the CD of AEGEE-Europe wanted to keep AEGEE
dedicated only to EC member states. The network began
to ask for an enlargement of AEGEE to all the European
places as a Europe-oriented student organisation should
do. The network installed a new CD of AEGEE-Europe at
the AGORA in Bonn in November 1990, which introdu-
ced a special responsible for the development of AEGEE
in Eastern Europe.

Together with the EWWG the CD of AEGEE-Europe
coordinated the actions in Eastern Europe. The enthusi-
asm caught most of the AEGEE members, who were all
willing to commit to the creation of AEGEE groups in
Central and Eastern Europe. That way we were able to
gain many new groups as Ljubljana, Bucuresti,
Wroclaw, Poznan, Warszawa, Bratislava, Krakéw,
Veszprém, Katowice, Zagreb, Skopije, Presov and even
places in the CIS like Moskva and Sankt-Peterburg as we
have opened ourselves to the students from the states of
the former Soviet Union. But after the waves of enthusi-
asm died down, it was up to the CD and its responsible
to carry on with the practical help. We had to enable the
students from the eligible countries to participate active-
ly at our events, which was pretty difficult due to their
lack of money to travel. Regualar information especially
for the Eastern Europeans was needed in the beginning,
therefore the DISPATCH was installed — the monthly
AEGEE-Europe newsletter to our Central and East
European contacts.

The next step was fo find some subventions for activities
of our East European locals, therefore we approached
the TEMPUS Office in Brussels. Later our relationship tur-
ned from a subvention-asking body info one providing
information for the students involved. This we could
prove with our TEMPUS Academy in Budapest 1992.
The CD and the EWWG realized the necessity to esta-
blish projects at those locals in order to keep the contact
between the East and the West. That's why the CD trans-



ferred the parliamentary session of AEGEE - the -

AGORA - to Budapest in November 1991, which could
be seen as our first key event in Eastern Europe. That
was followed by the Presidents Meeting Krakéw 3/92,
the congress Slovenija in Europe in Ljubljana 3/92, the
congress Quo Vadis Czechoslovakio 2 in Praha 11/92
and the TEMPUS Academy in Budapest 11/92. These
activities were completed by the Summer Universities in
Eastern Europe which have been ongoing since 1991,
which covered most of our countries we are in.

Al in all it is to conclude that we reached another well
prepared stand of AEGEE in 1992. | strongly believe
that AEGEE was one of the first student organisations,
which has understood the absolute necessity to inte-
grate East European students as equal members at that
specific fime of change in 1990.

At the present time, AEGEE-Budapest is the biggest
antenna of the entire network, which symbolises the
equality and our diversity in the East, West, North and

EGEE |l - Stuclenten fiir Europa, 20.-25.4.1986, Miinchen

South of Europe. AEGEE demonstrated this case with its
last AGORAS and PRESIDENTS’ MEETINGS in Helsinki,
Eger, Ljubljana, Budapest or Montpellier. Nowadays it
seems normal fo travel to all those events.

| feel that AEGEE has achieved a great deal in breaking
down the barriers in the minds of many people. But there
is still a lot to do in the field of Eastern Europe like pro-
blem areas as CIS or ex-Yugoslavia, which are not
regarded as such spectacular matters as for example the
break down of the Iron Curtain. However much remains
to be done in the minds of people. Nevertheless with our
strength and abilty to bring together different people, we
continue the challenge and are able to master our futu-

re.

Michael Merker
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AEGEE-Leipzig was the first so-called Eastern antennae

within the AEGEE network,

which was founded in February 1990

in the former GDR. Famous AEGEE veterans, attended

their first cangress as members of AEGEE-Leipzig;

some of them are still active supporters of AEGEE in Leipzig or elsewhere.

antenna went fo Leipzig ,on mission” in order to

establish contacts aimed at promoting the idea of
feeling ,European” and to have fun with AEGEE. As a
result of an announcement in the university's
,,Semincrgebdude", quite a number of students came
together to find out, what was behind this unpronoun-
ceable name ,AEGEE”... One outcome of this meeting,
which was attended by about 30 students was, that a
small group of them decided to develop an antenna
themselves in the biggest university town of Saxony.

The story started in the autumn 1989, when the Bonn

| am sure that those readers of this brochure who are
members of AEGEE, can recall the great feeling of stud-
ying for the first fime the Calender of Events and subse-
quently deciding to attend a conference in an inferesting
place. On the other hand, AEGEE events are great
opportunities to meet peop|e from various antennae to
pose the efernal question: Which antenna are you from?
So, some of these AEGEE-"fourists” decided to travel
around o bit. After this they came back with greater
experiences and were also motivated to organise events
in Leipzig.

One of our first activities was the Russian Summer
University; a language, which was more than exotic af
that time. Meetings of the Environmental, Cultural and

East-West Working Groups dlso took place in Leipzig.
To the meeting of the East-West Working Group we also
invited students from Budapest, as a result of an idea
developed on a warm summer afternoon whilst sitting at
the Campus of the University, for the organisation of an
AEGEE presentation in the Hungarian capital. Result: in
late 1990 AEGEE-Budapest was established. We are

very proud of this fact, as we all know, this antenna has
been doing extremely well from the beginning (e.g the
Budapest AGORA). AEGEE-Leipzig also visited other
universities in the Eastern part of Germany, like
Dresden, Cottbus and Halle, as part of a big campaign
for the promotion of AEGEE.

As all the other antennae know, it is very difficult during
the first weeks in the life of an antenna to win the sup-
port of the university. However, after a lot of lobbying,
we have been able to produce our brochures and
leaflets and we could use the premises of the
Europdisches Dokumentationszentrum” at the universi-
ty. This was extremely important, because at this time
none of our members had a telephone. We installed an
info stand on the German University- and Student-day to
promote AEGEE and organised our round table discus-
sions. 'We starfed to organise regular European Days
{and Nights), sometimes in co-operation with other
European  insfitutions in Leipzig with discussions on
actual topics and of course a lot of entertainment in the
biggest underground labyrinth youth club of Europe: the
Moritzbastei. Our biggest event was the conference:
,Danger from another world? - The cuttural clash of reli-
gions in Europe” in May 1992.

| very much enjoyed my active time with AEGEE and
especially contributing fo it within ,my” team in Leipzig.
| still have contacts with AEGEE-Leipzig and with friends
all around Europe. Somelimes | even meet ,old AEGEE
faces” at official meetings.

Krisztina Németh



The history of AEGEE in Nordic countries started

in January 1990 when a visiting student from Milano,

Vittorio dell’Aquila infroduced AEGEE to students in Turku.

urku with its three universities and over 20,000 stu-
Tdents was a perfect place to found an antenna and

for the first meeting in the student village about 15
students gathered both from the Abo Akademi and
Turku University. The official founding meetfing took
place in February 1990 and AEGEE-Turku/Abo was
born. Thus Finland became the first Scandinavian coun-
try to host an AEGEE antenna. The name Turku/Abo
caused some confusion in the beginning and there were
many members in central Europe who in vain tried to
locate Abo on their maps. The explanation is, however,
very simple. Abo is the Swedish name of Turku.

The first event AEGEE-Turku/Abo took part in was the
AGORA in Paris in spring 1990. This was a modest start
and during the autumn and winter 90/91 AEGEE-
Turku/Abo tried to establish itself within the student life
in Turku. The long distances to events taking place in
Central Europe made it difficult to participate in AEGEE
events. The nearest antenna was in Germany, so to get
help and advice for the daily work of a local was not an
easy task. Ida Lav who had visited TEAM in Milano star-
ted AEGEE activities in Trondheim, Norway.

On the initiative of Vittorio, Paula Kinnunen was asked
to join the CD and take care of the development of
AEGEE in the Nordic countries. At the Agora in
Amsterdam Paula was elected to the CD. The first sum-
mer university in Scandinavia took place in August
1991 in Turku with a theme Finnish culture and langua-
ge. In the autumn 1991 Michiel Ybema and Paula
Kinnunen made a promotion tour to Lund, Copenhagen,
Oslo and Trondheim. In autumn ‘91 an antenna was
established in Aalborg by Ulla Bisgaard who got in
touch with AEGEE during her time as exchange student
in Brussels. At the PM in Bordeaux in ‘91 Lund became
a contact antenna and later at the Agora in Budapest
more Scandinavians joined the AEGEE-family when
Trondheim, Oslo and Copenhagen became contact-
antennce.

The year 1992 meant a breakthrough for AEGEE in
Scandinavia and for the first time one of the major
events of AEGEE - the PM - was hosted at the Northern

edge of Europe in Turku. Helsinki, as coorganiser of the
PM joined AEGEE together with a local in Vixis. Ulla
Bisgaard the ,tradition”
Scandinavian woman in the Board when she was elec-
ted to the CD at the Agora in Delft.

continved to have a

In 1993 a variety of events took place in the north. The
Erasmus Academy in Aalborg followed immediately by
an Erasmus Congress in Trondheim. Trondheim hosted
as well one of the CHAMP regional finals. In Praha,
Tampere became a contact antenna and in the summer
‘93 Summer Universities took place in Turku and
Helsinki. During the AEGEE Meeting in Lund it was deci-
ded that a ,Travelling Summer University” would be
perfect opportunity to promote the northern locals of the
network and the course turned out to be one of the most
popular ones in the summer ‘94. The participants lear-
ned and experienced the differences and similarities in
Scandinavian culture by visiting Aalborg, Copenhagen,
Lund and Turku during three weeks. In early autumn
Helsinki organised the PM, the second major AEGEE
event in the northern part of Europe. Christina Thorsson

from Lund continued what Ulla Bisgaard begun in the |

CD and took over the presidency of AEGEE-Europe in
autumn ‘94 in Montpellier.

AEGEE has existed in the Nordic countries for five years
now. In the beginning the promotion of AEGEE was @
difficult challenge. The AEGEE logo was immediately
connected to the European Community and at the time
there where hardly any Nordic people who openly tal-
ked about membership of their countries in the EC and
there was a lot of suspicion towards European integra-
tion all over Scandinavia. However, during the last five
years the political climate changed completely. Finland
and Sweden joined the EU. Norway decided for
second fime fo stay outside. These political decisions
have directly influenced the possibilities of AEGEE in the
North. In conclusion one can say that AEGEE gradually
found its place in the Scandinavian student life.

Kinnunemn
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or from Kés to Prague

ted Athens just after our election at the AGORA on

the island of Kés. Of course we paid a visit to the
ancient AGORA near the Parthenon, the birthplace of
democracy, a keyword in modern society. The people
had o voice to speak up and express ideas and opinions
in order to improve society.

Together with my Secretary, Marnix Schéyer, | visi-

The policy of a Comité Directeur of AEGEE had to go
info the same direction as the AGORA in the old days.
Listen to the members, support members, work together
in order to improve the association in a wide range of
aspects,

Promise number one was fo improve communication
with the members. To reach better communication the
CD Newsletter was introduced and proved successful.
AEGEE Meetings were created to get active members
together and improve practical functioning of the anten-
nae and working groups. A first Yearplan was introdu-
ced for 1993 to get more continuity in our association.
Special topics of attention were chosen, of which | still
regard anti-discrimination as the most important.

A practical appproach and a more philosophical
approach had to be integrated in AEGEE-Europe. A
good functioning secretariate on the one hand and a
direction for the future were main items for the Comité
Directeur. The consultative status at the Council of
Europe in Strasbourg was achieved in March 1993.
Gacod relations with the European Commission were of
vital importance. The NGO status was obiained for the
CSCE (Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe) in Helsinki. All these activities still require the
attention of AEGEE-Europe.

An association can never exist without active members,
they form the backbone of AEGEE. The Comité Directeur
and its President cannot do more than their utmost to
SUpport active members, take care for external contacts,
try to solve problems, take up practical work, discuss,

philosophize, talk and listen in order to create the best
circumstances for the active members to build the asso-
ciation to what it is now.
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liever, | believe in

AEGEE as a representati-

ve organisation for a large group
of young people from all over Europe.

We have at least one thing in common: we

aspire to live together in a peaceful continent, free of
conflicts and agitation. Still a long way to go, if we only
look to former Yugoslavia.

| keep good memories of my year as President of
AEGEE-Europe, of the contact to members, of the visits
to AEGEE antennae, of the large meetings, of the co-
operation within the Comité Ditecteur and all active
members.

| wish AEGEE-Europe all the best in its anniversary year
and for the future, hoping young people keep up the spi-
rit o live for their ideals. And maybe, if we listen careful-
ly, we can hear the footsteps of history.

Jeroen Hoogerwerf



from a Personal Point of View

short time. | believed in the idea and | wanted to help

the Association get out of a crisis. | will try to give a
short summary how things happened and how | saw
them. My presidency started in Utrecht. | was elected by
the Agora in November 1993. | had some experiences
working in the Comité Directeur. | had faced a general
lack of trust and non-motivation. This situation was due
to several different factors. For more than two and a half
years AEGEE had strong Presidents and they were follo-
wed by a President with different style. People felt the
change in the style and also the CD were very disap-
pointed feeling that people were not interested anymore
in the idea of AEGEE or they just did not want to devo-
te time for it. Some pessimists assumed that AEGEE has
to go down again as it happened some times before in
the short history of the Association.

Iwas the President of AEGEE-Europe for a relatively

| believed in the basic idea of our' Association: how
important to meet people, to understand each other, to
discuss different common questions. | wished that other
people would have the possibility to enjoy the benefit
provided by AEGEE. | hoped that my enthusiasm and
knowledge could contribute that together with my cal-
leagues we could bring back the trust of the people in
the lidearand in our Association. | think a President has
one of the most importantiroles in order to inform, dis-
cuss and sometimes convince people about different
issues concerning an association.

| enjoyed the support of the Agora of Utrecht and also
my. colleagues: During my presidency | had several
goals and aims | wanted to achieve including: 1. Bring
back the trust and belief of the members, by
providing the lost continuity and motivation; 2:Create a
team in the CD, and 3. Fulfil the most important tasks
co-ordination, external representation and the burocrati-
cal tasks).

AEGEE entered 1994 with a new Yearplan (this was the
second one in the history of the Association) characteri-
sed by the motto: ,One Europe ~ Many. Faces, Diversity
at the Heart of Integration”. Several locals applied to be

among the Yearplan activities with different programs
connected to the major topics. Several brilliant events
took place in the network. The European Projects conti-
nued (except TEAM), however some doubts have alrea-
dy appeared concerning their future. The network and
the CD had fo face some difficulties in the case of CHAMP
— with the continuity and division of responsibility.

During this short time period AEGEE has continued its
tradition to be basically a conference organiser and dis-
cussing association. Although action plans were intro-
duced escorted by bigger or smaller success (e.g.
Etudiants pour Sarajevo, Human Rights Actions). The
association did not continue its fast expansion towards
new ferritories: on one hand 'some new contacts entered
to our network, but on the other hand also some old
locals came back to the AEGEE family. To our greatest
regret some of the oldest locals had to face with the pro-
blem of lack of interest among younger students. We
had to recognise, even if we wish to turn AEGEE to be
more professional, it always depends on individuals, the
strength of the network and the different outside circum-
stances. :

Concerning the external relation we had a very succes-
sful period. Our good contacts at the Commission conti-
nued their support to AEGEE. During this period AEGEE
has been elected as member of the Liaison Committee of
the Council of Europe for six years. That is the longest
term obligation in the life of our Association. We belie-
ved that we should concentrate on the institutions of inte-
gration from diverse side. These resuls could have been
achieved because we could built on the work of our pre-
decessors.

Summarising the period | hope that we, the members of
the Association during this relatively short time period,
made possible the future existence and. successful ope-
ration of AEGEE, the association we worked for and the
idea we believed in.

Zsuzsa Kigyos
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some Thoughts about Past and Future

1. The Present Situation
AEGEE is fen years old. How does it feel to be a part of it

Christina: For me, it is-a very valuable association. |
have been able to experience many. things that | would
never have come across in my usual university environ-

ment.

Dorian: Well, | had a great time and a lot of vivid me-
mories!

What did AEGEE reach in those years?

Christina: AEGEE has enabled thousands of students
to actively take part in the European society and con-
crefely experience cross-cultural cooperation and com-
munication. It is a unique possibility for every student to
find out, what is outside of their own world. To some
extent it is a mirror of society and active members cer-
tainly benefited from this pan-European education.

Dorian: Ten years is a relatively short period for the
world but a very long one for our association. In only ten
years, from scratch to the present situation, establishing
a Europe-wide network in more than 170 university
towns with.approximately 15,000 members is a huge
achievement and'in my opinion very.successful one.

What has changed in the last years?

Dorian: A lot. From childhood AEGEE grew into its
teenage years and is now on its way into the twen-
ties. Obviously on that path people, activities,
opinions and visions change. What remained the
same is this unique meeting place for young
People from all corners of Europe. However, it is
striking that we still experience the same sort of
problems as eight or ten years ago. AEGEE is

not enough a learning organism in regard fo 'y

continuity, communication and participati-
on.

C‘hristind: The network has grown
bigger and this proves to be a major
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challenge for the Comité Directeur who has to co-ordi-
nate what is going on and to support everybody. Ten
years ago one would have seen a much closer involve-
ment of the Comité Directeur in activities of the anten-
nae. However the big network is our greatest asset: We
are represented all over Europe and not necessarily
strongest in the Western countries.

Regarding to the outside world, time makes us more and
more well-known. | regret a little bit that we are not in
such an important relation to the European Commission
as we used to be but on the other hand enabled us the
NGO status at the Council of Europe and our co-opera-
tion with the OSCE to find new means of communicati-
on and let us pratice more in taking a firm position
towards the institutions. It has to made clear that AEGEE
needs to strengthen its Jpolitical” role.

2. Coming Activities for AEGEE

What is nowadays field of activity of our association?

Dorian: Members are extremely active. They organise
a wide variety of local events. It is good to know that
such a lot of motivated people are

active for the

D. Heister, M. Dietrich, R. Kohlmann, AEGEE 1986



same cause. However, | regret that only a few truly
European-wide events are organised at the moment and
they seem to have some difficulties to take off and to
achieve.

What do you see as coming challenges for AEGEE?

Christina: | see the biggest challenge in going from the
phases of creation and establishment to the long term
presence in terms of credibility. It was a challenge to set
up AEGEE and on that success we lived for a while. Then
came the fall of the Wall and AEGEE expanded. The
number of contacts to Central and Eastern Europe grew
at an incredible pace. Everybody was excited and infe-
rested to go there. Todcxy, we need to redefine our role.
There is still a lot to do regarding East-West contacts and
to ensure a real integration.

Another Field for AEGEE, and it is already in its nature,
is the strengthening of citizens parficipation in  their
sociefy. Citizens should learn to take part actively in the
building process of the European house. European insti-
tutions need to recognise the importance of their partici-
pation in this course. Otherwise we risk an unfinished
European construction.

Dorian: As said earlier, | see as the main achievement
of AEGEE this unique platform for students across
Europe. The main challenge is to keep and develop this
platform as to make it accessible for others.

Do you think the structure of the European level is up to
the job to co-ordinate an ever-growing network?

Dorian: AEGEE was able at all stages to adopt the
necessary structure to fulfil its organisational needs.
Well, it took somefimes a while, My guess is that the
Eurcpean level will be reformed quite radically in the
near future to be able to cope with an ever bigger net-
work. The step is necessary because the Comité
Directeur and the other European bodies (AGORA, PM)
are currently more administrating then leading with new
ideas.

Christina: Definitely, some steps have to be undertar
ken to render the administrative duties of the European
level more efficient. Maybe a clearer division of respon-
sibilities will allow to better use the acquired experiences
and fo transform them into success strategies for the futu-
re.

How will this structure look like tomorrow?@

Christina: It is obvious to me that we need a more sta-
ble headoffice with a continuous presence to ensure key
tasks to be carried out regardless of the availability of
CD members. This will allow to devote more energy. to
support by all means (representotion, communication,
education) the activities of the network.

Dorian: AEGEE will face a crucial decision. Either we
go for a loose federation of locals organising their indi-
vidual activities, or we choose a confederation of close-
ly collaborating antennae. The adopted structure will
reflect this choice.

3. AEGEE’s Next Generation
How can we attract people working for AEGEE?

Christina: Recruitment problems are due to the fact
that many students do not regard voluntary work as
rewarding enough. However, today it is not enough
anymore fo just concentrate on your studies. You should
seek fo acquire more practical skills, too. AEGEE s the
place to carry out such an apprenticeship. But in additi-
on we have to provide those peop|e with the tools to rea-
lise their ideas. This being one of the two main tasks of
the local boards and the Comité Directeur.

You think the recruitment problem is the most urgent and
most difficult task to solve?

Dorian: | consider recruitment to be the second of the
main duties of each local board. It is crucially important
to know not only many but motivated and daring people
among your members. New impulses have to be initia-
ted especially to increase continuity of leading positions.
It is important to provide an environment where people
like to work in and to develop their ideas.

4. The Future Role of AEGEE

Is there still a p/oce for an initiative like AEGEE in
modern world?

Christina: Yes! Or do you think it is possible to go on
without AEGEE?

Dorian: It's aim fo contribute to European integration
process remains as valid as ever. To bring young peo-
ple together, to learn about each other’s culture, to share
experiences and ideas was and continues to be AEGEE’s
contribution to that process. Simply to create a base of
truly European minded people.

What kind of role should AEGEE play in the future2

Dorian: | hope AEGEE will play an even more active
role in the European infegration process. AEGEE shall
continue to build bridges across Europe and make them
a passage for many. We need a clear vision of that futu-
re - the way we want to see it happen.

Christina: With the latest developments in Europe in
mind, AEGEE should continue to make a strong point
about the enlargement of the EU. Furthermore we shall
further ensure a close collaboration with other European
institutions and get young people more involved in areas
like education and environment

—
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js there a global perspective for AEGEE?

porian: Some composed the word AEGEM. An increa-
sing globalisation of our societies goes in hand with an
:ncreased need fo understand your counterparts from all
areas of the world, not just Europe. Whether we inte-
grate this idea by opening up AEGEE fo the world or by
associaling similar students” inifiatives from around the
globe is a decision mainly for the next generations of

AEGEE activists.

Christina: The idea of Europe, cross border co-opera-
tion and communication actually implies openness to the
world outside our continent. Hence European thinking
students are global thinkers, too. The current structure of
AEGEE will carry us outside Europe but European mat-
ters have definitely to be seen in a global framework.

5. Conclusion

Do you think we can be proud of what AEGEE reached
so far?

Dorian: An unconditional ‘yes” is my answer. Certainly
a lot of things went wrong and in similar circumstances
we would act differently today. But the fact that for ten
years and more than ever, our association continues to
be a laboratory for young people fo experience the wide
variety of Europe, is a great achievement.

Why did you become member of AEGEE?

Dorian: By coincidence. AEGEE-Genéve organised a
few years ago a conference on Erasmus. | took part and
was very much attracted by the open environment |

found.

Christina: Me as well, | met once an AEGEE member
in Lund and he conviced me fo join. And things begun
to hcppen.

Did you enjoy your time in AEGEE and where do you
see the advantages of being a member?

Dorian: | enjoyed my active time tremendously. | lear-
ned a lot about Europe, its people their different cultures
and mentalities. Words like tolerance, multicultural so-
ciety, ,ouverture d’esprit” have by now a concrete mea-
ning fo me. | see that as the main advantage of an active
membership.

Christina: Indeed, | am absolutely agreeing with
Dorian.

The years within AEGEE will certainly leave a very big
mark my life and as well in my personality.

It has taught me a genuine interest for the world around
me, which | see many of my fellow students are lacking.

The close friendship with people from other corners of
Europe has brought another horizon of living to me and
therefore | am more open-minded to unknown territories
nowadays. This is for me a richer life keeping curiosity
alive and looking at my studies from another perspec-
tive.

Mainly the personal experiences are the greatest
advantage but also my studies have been complemen-
ted in a very substantial way. Through the people |
have met and the events | have participated in, | have
learnt a lot which would not been possibile to achieve
in the closed university environment.

Dorian Selz
Christina Thorsson

The Comité Directeur, 1986 in Bruxelles
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The chronicle of the Working Groups of AEGEE has a lot of parallels

to the record of the past six years of AEGEE in itself.

The period around 1988 to 1990 has been in any sense unique:

Within two years Europe changed its face which had been well known

for over 40 years like nobody would have imagined. AEGEE changed rapidly, too.

The time was mature to invent and add

something new to AEGEE — Working Groups on the European level.

n some antennae local Working Groups or Commissi-
ons have been active on various topics from the very
beginning. But there was a lack of co-ordination bet-
ween the locals. However, that changed in the late eigh-
ties. The Eastern part of Europe entered a fundamental
transition period. Growing interest fo get in contact with
students from formerly hardly accessible countries, was
the response of AEGEE. In 1988 the starting shot was

Their active commitment to the idea of AEGEE attracted
many members and played a forerunner for the esta-
blishment of other Working Groups.

From now a series of other WGs were created in that
fertile environment AEGEE provided: Erasmus Team (la-
ter Erasmus WG} 1990, Europe of Regions WG 1991,
North-South WG 1991, Tempus Team (later Tempus WG)
in 1991.

—

Franck Biancheri

at the Apart from these WGs some other groups were active

AGORA for some time, like the Health Care WG, the Cultural

in Leiden, WG. At the base of each WG were always a group of
April 1987 highly enthusiastic people who shared the same ideas at

- given with
fhe foundation of the
East-West Working Group.

At the same time, growing environmental concern of
the effects of the Single Market project to be realised by
1992 and of the increasing common public interest
gave birth to the second Working Group: The Environ-
mental Working Group (founded in 1990).

The EWWG and the EnvWG organised congresses re-
garding their concern (e.g. the EWWG in Berlin 1989
and in Miinchen 1990 regarding East West Relations;
the EnvWG their Environmental Week from 1990 on-
‘wardls and their Environmental congress in Miinster 1991).

the same moment. AEGEE provided the ideal platform
for them to meet and to carry out their projects. Most of
the WGs could count on a core of people from roughly
the same geographical area supported by a wide num-
ber of activists around Europe. These two characteristics
helped to get at least some form of continuity mixed with
a blend of ideas from around Europe. A successful con-
cept, since out of the WG scene came some of the best
events in the past years, like the Environmental Weeks,
several pan-European conference projects (e.g. Health
Care conference Maastricht/Cluj, Business Central Eu-
rope Enschede/Warszawa). Active participation in one
of the WGs is a highly valuable experience for each per-
son: You work in a truly European way across nationa-
lities, cultures and mentalities. Today the WG come out
of a period of consolidation; but « new dawn is at hand.
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POLLUTION:
Is the Rhine

dying ?

| ERASHUS:
Enfin
Ie feu vert !

SPACE: FROM EXPLORATION
y TO EXPLOITATION

lthough series of valuable actions to support the
AErosmus programme of the European Community

ad been undertaken since 1987, it was in the
autumn of 1990 that the Erasmus Team was born. A
hard-working ,Berliner” was the reponsible for this
Nikolaus Eberl. | first met him at TEAM ‘90 in Milano:
He was the ever-smiling face of a new CD led by Georg
von der Gablentz. Whereas Nikolaus was more into the
realisation of an AEGEE Guide of European Universities,
| was more inferested into promoting the work for
Erasmus at a local level. The next months were full of
mailings, of getting to know the rest of the network and
of full-time dedication to our Erasmus Team. At the
European Student Fair in Brussels we made some pro-
gess with the Guide and could on the same occassion
establish close links with the Erasmus Bureau of the
Commission.

Soon the Erasmus Team grew in membership and we
took every single opportunity to meet in a continous
effort 1o complete our main projects at that time: Eras-
mus Academy in Oviedo, September 1991 and the first
Erasmus Congress in Genéve in November 1991. The
"”\EOdemy was a praciicu| meeling aiming at the exten-
sion of the work on Erasmus at the local level all
1!\"C'Ughcul the network. The Congress consisted of a se-
ries of lectures and debates on the development of Eras-
Mus in the EFTA counitries, who just joined the program-
me at that time. Both events were of high quality and
0”"‘““&& the interest of a lot of AEGEE members. Both
Activities were supported by the Erasmus Bureau and
Commissioners. The events greafly improved concern of
e network on the matter of Erasmus and made the
Commission reclise that we were concerned about Eras-
Mus. 1992 - q year full of expectations — equivalent tor
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the Erasmus Team for a continued effort to spread the

Erasmus work on local and Europaen level. We kept

aftending the European Student Fair in Brussels and we

payed visit on a number of occassion to the Erasmus

Bureau. Unfortunatly, Nikolaus had to leave us at that

time. AEGEE held the Koot o

first Blue Platform to : EUROFOL'S

gather all student's as- | oosei wosom -

sociations. This event The

and the second Lot

Blue Platform esta- 1 edition of

blished our good , Europolis’

relations with trom

ESN (Erasmus April1987

Student Net-

work],

EMSA

(European Medical Students’ Association). We were also
invited o attend meetings of the EAIE (European
Assaciation of International Education) and on two mee-
tings in Holland and France hundreds of university infer-
national relations responsibles learned about AEGEE
and its Erasmus Team projects. A new person entered
the scene at that time: Jean-Luc Payot. He organised the
congress in Genéve and joined the CD later ot the
Agora in Budapest (Autumn ‘91). The Guide project had
to be abolished, too big were financial and contents pro-
blems. But new projects were ahead: the second Acade-
my/Congress this time to be held in Scandinavia. Due
other obligations | had to quit the Erasmus Team.
Another change occured at that time: The Erasmus Team
was renamed Erasmus Working Group.

E. Riesgo Lazaro
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1992 was the starting point of the activities of the ERASMUS WG,

the AEGEE Working Group dealing with education matters and, especially,

with the student mobility concept that was gaining such a lot of space

in the European university environment. The number of students

involved in the mobility programmes launched by the European Commission

was growing fast, showing the youth’s inferest

in experiencing the European dimension in their studies.

A Passage from Practice to Concepts

s indicated by the name, the main field of activi-
Ary of the WG was student mobility as it was

developing within the framework of the ERAS-
MUS program of the EC. Specific aims were:

- a contribution to the diffusion of the concept of
mobility into the student world by means of
meetings and conferences;

- a practical support fo the implementation of the
EC's mobility programmes, trough the network’s local
groups.

Concerning the first issue main events organised were
the ERASMUS Congress (November 1991 in Geneva),
the 2nd ERASMUS Academy (March 1993 in Aalborg)
and the 2nd ERASMUS Congress (March 1993 in
Trondheim). The congresses’ aims were to disseminate
the concept of student mobility and to promote among
students the possibility to spend some time studying
abroad. The second congress was especially organised
in Norway fo promote the European dimension of study-
ing in the Scandinavian countries, since from 1991 on-
wards they were allowed fo participate in the students’
exchange framework created by the EC.

Besides the information purpose, the congresses discus-
sed the suitability of the schemes created fo realise stu-
dent mobility and the efficiency of the communitarian
action. The Academy goal was more an inner one: fol-
lowing the positive experience of the Oviedo Academy,
it was meant to provide the necessary knowledge and to
train local responsibles to be able to deal with the ERAS-
MUS programme implementation at the local level. A
series of activities had been developed with the aim of

supporting practically universities and the Community in
the realisation of student mobility: mentor programme,
language courses, lodging assistance, weekend excur-
sions, free |egc| advice, leisure programme, collaborati-
on with the international relations office of the local uni-
versity.

The realisation of PR material contributed to the diffusi-
on of the supporting role of AEGEE fowards mobility
programmes; an Erasmus Operator Manual, containing
all the necessary information on how to work at local
level on Erasmus, was printed and an Erasmus
Newslefter became the inside communication instrument
to exchange ideas and experiences on mobility.

During this period the CD responsible for Erasmus was
Jean-Luc Payot, founder of the Working Group in 1992,
who was followed at the end of 1993 by Bart Hendriks.
At the end of 1993 the task was taken over by Gisella
Gori, who set a new path of development for the WG's
activities: not anymore the sole practical support fo the
implementation of the mobility programmes, but o
reflection on the meaning of the same and the expres-
sion of a constructive opinion aiming fo improve them.

The WG activities focused mainly on two points:

— the organisation of a conference aimed to create a stu-
dent awareness of the concept of intellectual mobility
and to promote an objective evaluation of the physical
mobility as realised until now;

— the acquirement of an opinion-making role for the WG
in education matters towards European institutions, uni-
versities and national authorities.

_—
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WG, composed by students of several locals, can play
an active opinion-making role. An active role means:

_ expressing our opinions on questions as first users of
the educational systems on those systems and the enfor-
cement of a European dimension in education;

- influencing the decision-making process in the educa-
tional field, both at national and European institutional
level.

To play this role we have fo:

2nd European Space Congress
Toulouse - Munich

PROGRAM

The European Potential for the Creation
of Independent Space Transportation Systems

L9t -200k Nov 98/ Rarich Wast Garnany
Aprejest ol ECEF® 0

ope g « 2l by
EGZE-MUNICH FGEE TOULOUSE

Congress ,Space I” organised
by AEGEE-Minchen, 1987

~ keep ourselves informed;

- organise events on local and European level focusing
on educational topics in order to produce, as outputs,
our opinions on the matters;

- produce feedback to present to European and national
institutions;

— work practically on the field (implementation of mobi-
lity programmes, spreading of information among stu-
dents, lobbying on next authorities such as university
professors and administrative staff...).

With these aims in our heads we transformed the
Erasmus WG in October 1994 into the Education WG

with o new structure and new goals.

Gisella Gori

Europe is yours

F UROFOLIA

Premier magazine européen

L’Universite a la derive

Another edition of the
magazine ,,Europo/is “ from 1987
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AEGEE was interested in Tempus since this programme was adopted

by the European Commission in May 1990. Our growing network in the East

demanded more engagement from our side in Tempus.

We considered this as highly important to promote stronger student mobility

in Eastern Europe and in that direction we wanted to support and to help

establish the Tempus programme.

Nonetheless many of our important actions in Eastern Europe received a grant

from the EC Tempus Office in Brussels. In 1991 we decided fo set up

a Tempus Team in order to coordinate our information flow about

the programme and our application concerning grants in a proper manner.

uring the organisation of the Tempus Academy in
DBudcpest in 1992, the organisers decided to
create a Working Group out of the Team in order
to achieve a higher commitment of the AEGEE antennae
concerning Tempus and to adopt a common strategy to-
gether with the Erasmus Working Group.This Academy
was our first survey about
the Tempus programme
from the students’ point of
view in close co-operation with
the universities, the National
Tempus Offices and the EC
TEMPUS Office.

L (18 Oliiays ot Erstdniin o L Leaont

Hence the Tempus Working Group
was established at the Tempus
Academy in Budapest on 19th No-
vember 1992 with the following goals:

- spreading information in order to pro-
mote students” and professors’ mobility,
— co-operation with the EC Tempus office
and with national Tempus Offices in order to improve
the Tempus programme,
— support for social integration of foreign students and
realising the mentor-programme {by giving some advice
about lodging, assistance, tutorship, efc),
— increase of the information flow between the Tempus

offices and the AEGEE locals,

- motivation of people to work for Tempus on local and
European level.

After the Tempus Academy in Budapest the Tempus WG
met in Gliwice-Zabrze in February 1993, where the
Working Format of the Working Group was accepted.
At the next Working Group meeting during the Agora in
Praha the board of the WG was elected.

In November 1994 the Tempus WG was integrated into
the Education Working Group as Tempus Unit, Why?
Due to the fact that here was an artificial division bet-
ween the Eastern and Western European member of
AEGEE: The Western Europeans were members of the
Erasmus WG, whereas Eastern Europeans belonged to
the Tempus WG.

In 1994 the need for a joint Education WG has arisen
within AEGEE. The Erasmus WG started to work on pro-
jects not directly related to the Erasmus Programme, e.g.
recognition of titles, in which also Eastern students were

interested. They were supposed to take part in the work

of the Tempus WG and not in the Erasmus WG. Thus in
Nijmegen in November 1994 the Education WG was
born consisting of four units: Erasmus, Tempus, Schola
and Studies. The Education WG is perfectly capable to
meet the future challenges in the wide educational field.

Szilvia Szabo
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In 1994, the following aims were laid down, as part of AEGEE's future work in the

field of education; to continue to play an active role in the educational field;

fo express our opinions as participants of the educational system;

to enforce a European dimension on education

and to influence the decision-making process

in the educational field.

To play such a role we clearly needed to keep ourselves informed,

to organise events on local and European level focusing on educational topics,

fo produce sensible feedback to be presented to European

and national institutions and to work practically in the field.

ith these aims we transformed the Erasmus
WWG in October 1994 into the Education
WG with a new structure and new goals: not
only to follow the EU mobility schemes but also to act
jointly with the EU at creating and shaping of mobility

itself. The WG structure consists of four units, called res-
pectively Erasmus, Tempus, Schola and Studies.

Erasmus and Tempus are mainly concerned with the or-
ganisation of general events to disperse knowledge on
these EU programmes and to establish a continuous de-
bate to form our own opinion on the subject. Further-
more both units will continue to support the locals with
the implementation of the sche-

mes at

Reception ,Europe/Afrique” at the Palais
de Elysée 1987 with Francois Mitterrand

their universities. The Schola Unit deals with a project to
carry ,Europe” into primary and secondary school edu-
cation and to bring the prospects of an integrated
Europe closer to young Europeans. The Studies Unit, the
forth pillar of the WG, carries out studies on topics rele-
vant to education, for interested students and to gather
their opinions. The resulting paper will coherently repre-
sent our point of view.

This structure will allow us to keep up with a changing
environment (new EU mobility schemes like SOCRATES
and LEONARDO), to broaden the co-operation with in-
stitutions such as the European Union, Council of Eu-
rope, European Parliament and UNESCO in a new in-
ternational context and adjust to internal changes within
the structure of AEGEE.

The. challenge the Education WG faces, is exciting and
the only way, if we want our student association to play
a role towards institutions: until now our experiences in
the field have been really interesting and they have
shown the capacity and willingness of students to trans-
form themselves from passive consumers fo active part-
ners in the innovative work carried out by institutions

+ dealing with education.

G. Gori/A. Siniscalco



5 Years Active East-West Working Group

he story of the EWWG is a story of change, res-
Tponse, reconciliation and fina”y, consolidation. As

such, this story represents a speeded-up version of
the European infegration process, because AEGEE has
already achieved expansion to include the ,other”
Europeans in its membership. Rainer Emschermann,
Rainer Seider, Harald Hau, Michael Merker, Georg von
der Gablentz, David Stulik {to name only six) and the
past and present Presidents of AEGEE antennce in the
new democracies have been the agents of this expansi-
on through their personal vision and leadership. These
people were the core of the EWWG after my time, but |
was the first convenor/speaker of the EWWG.

When | joined AEGEE | had a keen interest in East
European politics and the progress of citizens diplo-
macy”. To me, the idea of ordinary people undermining
political dogmata by relating directly with one another
was very appealing. This was what appealed to me
about AEGEE — AEGEE was and is about students buil-
ding bridges across Europe. | therefore agreed instantly
when, as a new member of the CD after the April 1988
AGORA in Milano, Johannes Heister asked me to con-
vene an East-West Working Group. There was an
EWWG meeting on 4 June 1988 in Berlin on the occa-
sion of the AEGEE-Berlin culture congress, the first after
the expressions of interest at the Milano AGORA. Less
than a year later the EWWG was to return.to Berlin for
the great congress on East-West relations organised by
Georg von der Gablentz in the Reichstag in May of
1989.

Some themes which drew our attention in the early
EWWG are relevant to successor working groups, so it
is worth saying something about them. In particular,
there is the theme of German-German relations and the
particular interest which German students have always
shown in ‘Ostpolitik’. This manifests itself in local EWWGs
in several German antennae, notably in Bonn and Ber-
lin, and in the 75-85% German membership of the
AEGEE-Europe EWWG. The activists in Leipzig created
the first East European contact group as soon as the
AEGEE rules would allow it, and thereafter the role of
the Eastern German antennae has been to draw other
East Europeans into the network. This has been accom-
plished very successfully in Poland and Hungary, but less
so elsewhere. The disproportionate participation of Ger-
mans in the EWWG was in fact less of a problem than

a necessity because at the European level the Working
Group is a very difficult organisation to sustain. Thus,
the EWWG benefited then from the continuity of activi-
ties at a local level as it does toduy, thanks main|y to the
enthusiasm and organisational abilities of the German
antennae.

The second theme of current interest is the theme of Euro-
pean integration, of widening versus deepening and the
question of European identity. | am glad that the prag-
matic approach — fo give as many young people as pos-
sible the chance fo participate in the AEGEE movement
— is the approach which prevailed. In a real sense,
AEGEE is not a forum in which the limits of European in-
tegration have any relevance. What is important is that
we retain the values which have driven the movement
forward. We believe in the idea of Europe and reject
nationalism because we have proved over and over
again that our common European culture gives us the
Jconnectivity” to live and work together. Since the histo-
ric decision at the Salerno AGORA in November 1989
to offer the network to EFTA and East European coun-
tries, AEGEE adapted to another definition of Europe
beyond the EC. Subsequent decisions in 1990 and 1991
have consolidated the position of East Europeans so that
they are now full members.

Today the EWWG concentrates on the development of
democracies in the countries of Central and Eastern Eu-
rope and thinks of ways to integrate Europe even closer.
To this end the EWWG will organise this year a case-
study trip to the Ukraine and focuses on the improvement
of East-West relations especially regarding the possible
enlargement of the EU towards the East.

David Randall

Vieri Bracco,
1987




The solution of regional problems, the different level of economic development

and the ethnic and minority problems, are of crucial importance

for the European integration. The results of a miscalculated policy in this area is

visible to us in the Balkans and Caucasus. If we want,

as European students, to take responsibility for the future of our continent,

we have to learn the policies which govern Europe, especially the European Union

and European infegration, without giving up our ideas and our own utopias.

To take part in this development, the AGORA in Amsterdam (April 1991

decided to create a Europe of the Regions Working Group (EuRegWG).

European Community at the end of the eighties. The

idea was fo let the regions of the member states
take part in the decision-making process of the Com-
munity. Until the Maastricht Meeting the Working Group
took part actively in the development of the regions’ role
in the Community. A main part of its work was to find
out different possibilities ways of institutionalising that
role.

The conception of a regional Europe came up in the

The WG members took part at different conferences
regarded this subject, as e.g. the meeting about BENE-
LUX [l in Maastricht 1991. The WG contacted the DG
XVI and regional governments. It also organised aca-
demies and congresses on that fopic, as in Leuven and
Minchen in 1992. With these activities, the Working
Group and by this the whole AEGEE Network were kept
informed about the actual political development within
the European Community.

Another kind of ,Europe of the Regions” is the cross-bor-
der co-operation of regional entities, the development of
»Euro-Regions”. Conferences in Freiburg, Rennes and
Poznan dealt with that topic. Another field of activity
was to find information about minorities and their pro-
tection in Europe and to stay intensively in touch with
these responsible. Excellent relations where developed
with e.g. Bavaria, Catalonia, Flanders and the German-
Speaking Community of Belgium.

In 1993/1994 the Working Group had its generation
tangent. New members with new ideas and perspectives
gave the Working Group a new

mic approach, that is so important for

our association. The political scenario with which the
Working Group is confronted is worse than it could have
been imagined. Especially armed ethnic conflicts ask for
new ideas and solutions. But also within the European
Union, the role of the regions is yet undefined. A new
sphere of more interesting actions is open to the Wor-
king Group and invites a curious look towards the future
of the ,Europe of the Regions” within AEGEE.

Marco Kalbusch

The Comité
Directeur

at the
AGORA in
Leiden 1987
with
Bernard
Rossmann



We dll live in Europe, and we would like to live here for the next decades as well.

Therefore we need a well-balanced, natural environment and not an environment

which is constantly in danger.” This is the introduction to the first official description of |

the Environmental Working Group (EnvWG) published in the report of the 1st

AEGEE-Environmental Week (January 21-28, 1990). From the beginning the EnvWG

was closely connected to the Environmental Week of AEGEE.

ferent University groups in Karlsruhe. One was an
environmental group the other was AEGEE. As a
member of the first | took part in a meeting of German
ecological university groups which took place in Berlin in
spring 1989. Among different workshops which were
held, there was one entitled ,Environment and Europe”.
The keystone for the deve-

lopment of the EnvWG. The

results of the workshop

I n February 1989, | started becoming active in two dif-

need to arrange the first official EnvWG meeting at the
EGEE V event. Andreas Mohn, who joined the group in
November 1989, prepared most of the subjects. He ma-
naged to unite those people newly interested after the
1st EnvWeek. He organised the first Environmental con-
gress in Miinster in spring 1991. Stefon Gerwens suc-
ceeded him as speaker and later Stefan Decher’s team
from Mannheim organised the 2nd EnvWeek (May 13-
17, 1991) in which 37 antennae made a contribution.
Maarten van Beuningen was the next speaker and he

Rikst were that European unifi- organised the 3rd EnvWeek in May 1992 and the
o ?’ i's "y cation would threaten the  Environmental Academy in Maastricht in June 1992.
osteriiuls ;
with the environment if relevant
Moyor B o8 protection po|icies were A
of Loiden 0 ot infroducad rapicly Armin Marko
ot the on the European level.

Furthermore, trans-na-
tional companies were
much better organi-
sed than the Non-
Governmental orga-
nisations working in
the environmental protection.

recepfion

of the [
AGORA, 8
April 1987

The EnvWG today

The 10th birthday of AEGEE in 1995 coincides with the
European Nature Conservation Year (ENCY ‘95). In fact
after less activities between 1992 and the Utrecht
AGORA in Autumn 1993, Philipp von Klitzing started to
talk about ,Environment” again. At the AGORA in

By chance we had at that time a CD member in our
AEGEE group: Michael Stuber. He asked me ,Why
don’t you create an Environmental Working Group in
AEGEE?”. In June 1989 | distributed a questionnaire to
find other interested people. Although the feedback was
disappointing, another lucky chance helped us to con-
tinve. At that time the European Commission decided to
support a proposal which had been made nearly one
year before: to organise a European-wide Envi-
ronmental week. Together with Georg Hessler, president
of AEGEE-Miinchen, we initiated and co-ordinated the
first week. We managed to motivate 17 antennae to
participate in the 1st Environmental Week which was a
great success.

Finishing my studies in Paris in Spring 1990 it was the

Munich (spring 1994) he started fo co-ordinate the
activities together with Luca Spano and Analisa Vetere
Arellano from AEGEE-Milano. In October 1994 during
the Environmental Meeting in the ,Natural Park of
Ticino”, ltaly, Paclo Svegli became the new specker. In
relation to the Task Force Nature of the Council of
Europe we initiated the Acodemy ,Environmental
Problems in Eastern Europe” in March 1995. Meanwhile
several locals got seriously involved in the ENCY '95.
New projects will be discussed at the PM in Ljubljana
and the 1995 spring AGORA in Amsterdam.

Editorial Team



A Balanced World

attention to ifs relation with developing countries,

the NSWG has helped to organise many activites to
promote North-South understanding in past years. The
Africa Today = The Legacy of Co-operation” Congress
in Gorizia, ltaly in April 1998 is an example of the
WG's activities. Focusing on the situation of Africa at the
end of an era marked by the Cold War, it helped to
achieve a greater understanding of the enourmous diffi-
culties this huge continent faces today. Years of misma-
nagement rather broadened the gap between the First
and Third world.

Founded in the belief that Europe should pay more

Striving for Tolerance

ut of the ,Striving for Tolerance” series of con-
Oferences in 1993 and 1994, with conferences
in Kéln (Europe and the Islamic Culture),
Heidelberg (Anti-Semitism in Europe Today), Freiburg
(Xenophobial Are you racist?) and Budapest (Ethnic

Minorities) came the intention fo create more space wit-
hin AEGEE for action against all kind of discrimination.

We cannot tolerate violation of human rights on our
continent. Democracy and freedom must be preserved.
Out of these believes the Anti-Discrimination WG was
born in 1993, The WG aimed at fighting all kinds of
racism, infolerance, anti-semitism and xenophobia. In
1994 o new group of people around Pleun Rijkers took
over and pushed ahead with the work giving the WG «

roader aim - Protection of Human Rights - and calling
the WG respectively: Human Rights WG.

The first main event of the new group was a very active
Participation in the international seminar +Europe
9gainst Discrimination” held at the Council of Europe in
StrGleourg, France, on October 20 and 21, 1994. The

Today the NSWG is mainly working for the position of
Indigeneous People in this world. Together with the Inter-
group on Indigenous People of the European Parliament
and the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organi-
sation the NSWG is disseminating lots of information to
increase students’ awareness of the sort of those peo-
ples.

Editorial Team

representatives of European businesses, churches, the
1939-1945 resistance, sports, trade unions, universities,
women and AEGEE representing European youth
groups decided to strengthen their efforts to create a
more tolerant society, both jointly and within their own
sphere. Imporfant speeches were given by Mrs
Lalumiere, former secretary general of the Council of
Europe, by Mr van den Broek, member of the European
Commission, and Mr van der Stoel, High Commissioner
for National Minorities of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe. The conference was finali-
sed in the ,Declaration of Strasbourg”

The WG is the main co-ordinator of AEGEE’s involve-
ment in the European Youth Campaign against Racism,
Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Intolerance. In close
collaboration with the Council of Europe many activities
have been organised to promote a more tolerant society.

Editorial Team



Brussels, a Projekt was born: Euromanagers




CHAPTER 4




AEGEE can be proud of a number of projects it facilitated,

either directly, or through the European experience and contacts

it provided their founders with. This includes

both organisations with a commercial objective,

non-profit associations, and projects remaining within AEGEE.

Following this introduction, by one of the former project launchers,

several articles explain the specifications

of these projects and the nature of their link with AEGEE.

umerous projects and companies with a lasting
N European impact of the one can mention: Euro-

Managers, Moot Court, CHAMP, EGEE congres-
ses | fo XI, Summer Universities, AEGEE European
School, TEAM, Europolis, AEGEE Scope, News Bulletin,
Les Anciens, Prometheus-Europe, ECIP and some other
AEGEE groups such as the Working Groups also have

an element of continuity.
[ 3

The difficult but necessary question of autonomy was rai-
sed. The maturation process of the independent associa-
tions and companies, and their relation to AEGEE-Eu-
rope has not been without difficulty in the past. There are
often tensions with other AEGEE members, especially at
the Agora, while the CD tends better to understand the
~managerial” necessity of autonomy. Some members ty-
pically think that a project belongs to the network, not to
its founders: jealousies are raised, and rumors circulate
about AEGEE being exploited, or former project leaders
getting very rich out of these projects (which never hap-
pened to my knowledge). In fact, in several instances,
the only support AEGEE provided was for future project
leaders to get to know each other. The independent pro-
jects do not always work out: a number of them hesitate
too long between student events — with their continuity
problems — and professional organisations — with their
need fo pay wages every month. Also, AEGEE leaders
tend to be ambitious, and sometimes get better career
opportunities in larger organisations.

So, should one prevent other associations from emer-
ging from AEGEE? Should one try to avoid companies

being created by former AEGEE members? | believe, on
the contrary, that AEGEE should promote students’ ent-
repreneurship more decisively. The best way to do that
is to give some associative projects full independence
and responsibility, including setting up their own struc-
ture. As to potential companies, one should not confuse
voluntary work with business, and therefore these com-
panies should aim at complete independance. In sever-
al cases, a co-operation agreement with AEGEE would
be useful; it should stress exchange of services rather
than trying to control each other. It might be useful to
state and publish a general policy, so as to re-assure
and encourage potential founders of such projects. On
this basis, AEGEE will contribute more to European inte-
gration than it could on its own. In many coses, it is an
illusion to think that students following the founders will
have the same motivation and energy, or that topics will
remain relevant for students only. For example, present
AEGEE members are more Internet-literate than alumni,
they could launch badly needed European services on
the Net, and create several companies or associations in
that field. Except for some series of events which should
continue within AEGEE, each generation should found
and develop its own projects. That way, the following
leaders can concentrate on strengthening what should
be continued, and launching new projects.

Christophe Leclercq

|

|



AEGEE is a creative network where individuals

can meet across borders and fest entrepreneurial ideas.

In order to promote constant self-renewal,

and put Europe's interests before organisational control,

AEGEE should facilitate the maturation

and externalisation of these activities.

Euromanagers started on a small scale within

AEGEE, enhanced its impact greatly through independence.

From a Small Pilot-Project

to a Large Potential Job Market

n the autumn 1986, a group of Cologne students set-

up one of the first AEGEE anfennae in Germany. As

the founding President, | proposed fo launch a collo-
quium on cross-border recruitment of European gradua-
fes. At the same time, AEGEE-Europe was lobbying hard
fo get EC member states fo approve the ERASMUS and
COMMETT programmes, and the 1992 internal market
programme was just gathering momentum. Clearly, as
companies would need more European managers, and
students would look for careers according to their Euro-
education: a European market-place was needed where
wdemand” and ,supply” could meet. The response to the
colloquium project from universities and sponsors was
great: many large ‘organisations like Commerzbank,
Siemens, Henkel, and business schools like INSEAD, HEC,
ESSEC, ESCP agreed to come. Therefore, the colloquium
become EUROMANAGERS ‘87, the pilot project for a
arger event the following year. Students were also en-
thusiastic: in March 1987; AEGEE organised 8 collo-

quia around Europe, with record participation in Co-
Ogne.

] “onfacted two potential ‘partners in Belgium: Spiros
Nomicos,  of AEGEE-Bruxelles and Christion Hunt, of
EGEE-Louvain-la Neuye. It was decided to aim for o
9rge faiin Brussels, and to structure: it like an indepen-
c:“ organisation. We had some professional experien-
W{;:Z knew w.hci markefing and finance implied; and
ifBl:E; Profassiional standards, At the following Comité
S ::‘;r meeting, quite o few doubted the chances of
arge project. Nevertheless, the green light was

given for an independent association which was set up
in August 1987. The following Agora, in Sevilla, que-
stioned the independent organisation, but gave in under
the condition that an agreement would be made bet-
ween both associations. This concerned mainly sponso-
ring, free participation for AEGEE members,

and various PR measures. One
year of hard

™
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EUROMANAGERS '88

work in
the Euromanagers
association followed, in co-ope-
ration with a professional exhibition com-

The first

edition of
Euromanagers
was estoblished
in 1988 and
took ploce

in Brussels

pany, AEGEE-Europe, AEGEE-Bruxelles and 20

+Euromanagers contacts” around Europe. In February
1988, EUROMANAGERS ‘88 included both a well-
attended Congress, with a wide press coverage, and a



Forum, bringing together 6 companies and 30 universi-
ties with visitors from Brussels and abroad. Companies
however did not achieve many recruits: they were sill
learning how to address these cross-border ,Euro-stu-
dents”.

Seven vyears later, one can still read about
Euromanagers in the press, when it selects around 700
candidates out of 20.000 inquiries, and invites them to
Brussels for pre-arranged interviews with 240 recruiters
from international companies. Many companies now
have good European recruitment programmes, thanks to
these events among others. Euromanagers has moved
up-market, selecting the best and most international gra-
duates, often with several years of professional experi-
ence abroad. Distinct from head-hunting — for highly
experienced people —, and from campus recruitment
programmes — for all students, often with a national
focus — , Euromanagers contributes in a unique way to
the development of a European job-market. This would
have been possible neither within AEGEE, nor in fact
within Euromanagers association itself. The change after
Euromanagers ‘88 was not simple, it involved several
stages, including times of uncertainty and tension. The
Euromanagers event was eventually taken over by the

TECHNOLOGY
ASSESSMENT

N
AGEE
L pelft—>

10=20
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The conference ,Technology Assessment”
took place in Delft, May 1988

company EMDS, created by Christian Hunt and Sté-
phane Waiskop. New ideas, and a full-time commit-
ment, greatly improved the concept and its implementa-
tion. For example, marketing became much stronger,
pre-selection was infroduced, and interviews became
pre-arranged. Euromanagers today serves the same
purpose, but completely different from the student event
it once was. Every year, the event initiated as an AEGEE
colloquium in Cologne, acts as a medium for among

hundreds of international jobs, and builds European

awareness among many more people. What became o
profitable company continues to contribute to European
integration. In 1987, AEGEE-Europe was perhaps at its
highest level of creativity, developing many large pro-
jects, which stretched human and financial resources.
Should the Comité Directeur have refused Euromana-
gers’ independance and therefore de-motivated its foun-
ders? Certainly not. Although necessary, the discussions
we had then and at the Agora probably discouraged o
number of other creators. Hopefully, AEGEE has learned
from this experience, and would gain more from such a
project emerging today.

Christophe Leclercq |

The conference ,European Culture Week”
took place in Berlin, May 1988




ugust 1987: Christophe Leclercq, Christian Hunt

and Spiros Nomicos start up the Euromanagers
AAssociotion, under the auspices of AEGEE-Eu-
rope (refer to previous article). February 1988: Partici-
pation in the first ,Evromanagers Forum & Congress”
brings remarkable and unparalleled success in the his-
tory of AEGEE-Europe’s sphere of influence. However,
the immediate future is full with difficulties. Certain tar-
gefs have not been met, tension rises among the mana-
gement. Christophe Leclercq joins McKinsey; Christian
Hunt distances himself from events... In order to guaran-
tee the event's future, it is clear that fundamental chan-
ges must be made. Above all @ new team is needed.
One that is permanent, and even more professional.
Nobody seems to want to take up the challenge. Several
months go by, it looks as if the project will be dropped...
In July 1988, Christian Hunt and Stéphone Wajskop
meet, almost by chance. Stéphane, a 26 years old
Belgian lawyer decides against pursuing a promising
career in law. Christian chooses to abandon his studies.
Together they take over the Euromanagers Association
and devise a totally new concept for the ,Euromanagers
Forum”, later adopted by others and known today by
the name of , suite-based selection event”: selected can-
didates are invited to come and meet employers in the
suites of a prestigious hotel. Negotiations are entered
into with Frédéric Pelard, President of AEGEE-Europe, in
view of working together again but unfortunately it is not

possible to reach a mutually acceptable agreement.
AEGEE Europe launches TEAM ‘90.

In December 1989, the second ,Euromanagers Forum”
meefs with resounding success. Nonetheless, its subse-
quent development necessitates a further qualitative
boost and, in particular, increased financial means.
Once again, Christian Hunt and Stéphane Waijskop
decide to rise to the challenge, and at the beginning of
1990 they set up the company EMDS Infernational SPRL.
Year follows year and the fame of the event, now called
»Euromanagers&Eurengineers Forum”, grows continual-
ly. Thus in December 1994, the 7th ,EM&EE Farum”,
SPonsored by 12 large European and international daily
Newspapers, enables 675 top graduates and young
Professionals to meet 240 recruiters from 34 multinatio-
nal groups. Right from its start-up in 1990, EMDS also

evelops info an innovative consultancy specialising in
the international search and selection of highly-talented

graduates and young professionals. During the course
of the year a subsidiary is set up in Disseldorf. And at
the beginning of 1993, EMDS Group SA (umbrella hol-
ding company) acquires a maijority interest in fhe Lon-
don young-executive search consultancy ,William Ar-
cher Associates”, which later becomes EMDS Consulling
ltd. In 1994 the EMDS Group generates a consolidated
turnover of Ecu 1.26 million, up 88% on the previous
year's turnover. lts clients include 100 of the top 500
groups worldwide and it recruits young

executives in all four

AL

corners of

the world. For 1995, EMDS

anticipate a 47% growth rate. New subsi-

diaries are being set up in Milan and Stockholm, and the
establishment of offices in Paris and Hong Kong is under
review. As of late 1994 discussions with AEGEE-Europe
are once again in progress with the aim of finding new
avenues for co-operation. EMDS aims to become one of
the world leaders in the recruitment of young executives.
With its AEGEE background, EMDS is in the process of
successfully realising a wild dream - transforming a stu-
dent project info a strong business which continues to
meet the initial objective: putting people and employers
in contact across borders...

Christian Hunt

n Euromanagers ‘88 to the EMDS Group

The Europeon
Colloquium
about AIDS

took p:’ace

in Freiburg,
November 1988



Asked to chat about TEAM, | would like to review it as a source of experience

and avoid just remembering the good old times. There was a genuine

enthusiasm inside TEAM, and people were deeply

convinced they were doing something that would have an impact on the European

labour market, however small our contribution could have been. All AEGEE events

are based on big enthusiasm and you.are probably familiar with this.

rom the very beginning of its conception, TEAM

was meant to be a big event: it would require the

efforts of 7 antennae, it had to involve companies
throughout Europe (the western side of it, in those years)
and it had to gather 500 students or young graduates,
the very best of the Continent who were hosted for free
for four days. Furthermore, companies wanted to have
an impact on a selected but wide target. The event was
planned to have 4000 visitors, mainly from the universi-
ties of Milan and Northern ltaly. It had to be an exhibi-
tion, one that could stand comparison with a profes-
sional congress. | personally joined the TEAM team
after the definition phase. But on the other hand | have
to admit | would not have been brave enough to start
that monster, and probably | would have quit soon. This
is a very good example to show that people are diffe-
rent, and those who are good at implementing are not
necessarily good founders. We inherited a good ,visi-
on* from the very beginners of TEAM, and  that was the
fuel that helped people to continue the work on the right
track, even when personal reasons led some of the pro-
ject’s fathers and mothers fo part, an event that should
always be expected and treated not as treason on the
part of the feam member, but as a difficult decision: no
one quits after devoting long hours to a project just be-
cause he is bored. Together with the vision, we also
received a detailed description of what we were going
to produce in the end, and how much it should have
cost. This is non-trivial, it is a big help, and | guess that
much of this precision was due to the experience gat-
hered in a similar AEGEE event, Euromanagers. It is im-
portant, for those who lead a project to understand the
importance of other people’s coniribution and let them
know that one appreciates what they are doing and
how they are doing it. It is very easy for a project coor-

dinator to think that he is the only one who is working
for three main reasons: because he is the only one who
knows certain global aspects of the project and it is the-
refore the only one who can do certain tasks, thus he
works more; because everybody identifies the project
with the coordinator and gives good reasons to think
that he is the only one working; and finally because we
always think there is just one on earth who is working,
and that is us.

So, there was a ,vision?, and there were people ready
fo spend time to make it real. One missing ingredient
was organisation, and the second one was sizes. We
reached organisation in different ways. First, we left
people more free to accomplish their tasks, reducing the
number of checks on minimal expenses and improving
the quality of our ,what if ...” analysis putting our bud-
get model on a computer sprecdsheet,’ this minor choi-
ce has a tremendous importance for events like exhibi-
tions that have high fixed costs and slowly increasing
costs depending on the number of exhibitors: one al-
ways needs to know when you are break-even or going
bankrupt. Secondly, we tightened ,contributions” to
performance in the second edition of TEAM, for ex-
ample antennae received a forfait reimbursement plus
contribution for each participating company they could
provide; the cons of this approach are in the risk of
losing contact and reducing your event to a money-mar-
ket fair. Thirdly, we hired a professional congress orga-
niser fo support us in preparing TEAM. This was an ex-
tremely debated issue, because students tend to consi-
der themselves clever enough not to need help, and
they underestimate the value of the experience they miss;
however we agreed that task legislation compliance,
choice and management of supplies, support to custo-
mers for all minor issues were to be supervised by an
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rernal expert, who would also give us the exiremely
ex

ary input to stop if things are going too badly in

ecess ;
Fis opinion. It became very clear that such a choice had
1

gnabled s to save @ lot of money (even including the
high fee due) and had contributed to preparing a
<mooth and excellent event without stealing AEGEE’s
. we were on the other hand able to concentrate on

role: : : :
the real issues without losing too much concentration on

defclils.

[n 1990 and in ltaly, AEGEE was a moderately known
association with litfle credit among large companies. Let
olone did it have the power to influence media and pro-
mote TEAM on a national or infernational basis. We
were lucky enough to find an exceptional partner in |l
Sole 24 Ore”, the leading financial newspaper in ltaly
that intended fo promote an particularly refined recruit-
ment fair was still in the early days of conception. They
comp|ete|y shared our aims und, most of a||, shared the
view that qudlity, ‘rather than profit should be the lea-
ding factor when making choices. They both contribu-
ted in finding more participating companies and of
course, a large scale of promotion of TEAM both in Italy
and in Europe. For those who accepted a higher level of
involvement, the joint venture between AEGEE and Il
Sole 24 Ore” provided an extremely useful exposure to
real conditions, marketing and project management. It

is a big issue in an organisation that features a very high
turnover, and until a better solution is found, one should
at least follow one recommendation: keep track of lll
you are doing, keep records, photocopies, memos,
budget, faxes: tons of paper with a summary  to write on
top, once the project is over and you are more relaxed.
One needs to enjoy organising an event, whatever its
size. You would not probably do it otherwise. You
sometimes receive signals {often from your parents) that
one wastes your time at the expenses of your studies
(and career). Indeed, AEGEE is a demanding environ-
ment for those who feel responsible of their studies as
well, and you should be prepared fo slowing down
your exams for a while. While you always have to
watch out not to exaggerate, you need to receive one
more signal: by the time you start working, you will see
it was all worth doing it.

siuliano Giovanetti

nd now | would like to tell you something about

what happened during the two past editions of

the event. The project did not travel from one
city to another, as the original project should have and
it had been organised in Milano from 1990 to 1993;
also the characteristics of the project changed a little,
adapting themselves to the circumstances and to the
development of the labour market. More space has been
given fo the institutional part, with the participation of
not only the European Community and the ltalian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but also other international
and national institutions. It became also more Italian-
oriented; in this sense it became a very interesting event
for people who wanted to take contact with the Italian
market, for students who wanted to get internship pro-
grammes or to be employed in ltalian companies. Of
course the economical situation, not only European,
and the negative contingencies the recruiting stopped
the incentives to employ new people, but anyway it
remained a good opportunity to come in contact with
numerous companies and important institutions, and a
table of discussion upon labour market issues.

In the 1994 TEAM did not take place and for the 1995
edition some other changes are planned; it will be big-
ger and it will also change name fo TASK which inclu-
des TEAM, a part reserved to students and young gra-
duates, EXPOLINGUE, a section dedicated to languages
schools, and a new part called JOB, dedicated to peo-

ple who already have a job, as young employers, but

who would like to change or to know more about new
opportunities. It will remain quite ltalian oriented. For
these reasons, AEGEE is taking steps in other direction,
keeping in consideration the European perspective. A
Working Group on European projects has been set up
in order to develop projects at the European level and
in its agenda you can already find the reconsideration
of the original project of TEAM as a travelling student
fair. It is a huge and very ambitious project but we are
here to prove and to enjoy ourselves in organising it!

Lisa Baldi

Congress ,Space Il”
Toulouse, Navember 1988



On a balmy London afternoon in October 1991, six former AEGEE members

gathered at London Business School to discuss the possibility of launching

the largest and most ambitious management skills competition of its kind, ever.

More than three years later, and with two annual competitions successfully completed,

all members of AEGEE can feel justifiably proud of their contribution

to pan-European integration through CHAMP,

CHAMP was an exiremely ambitious project. The for-

mat of the competition gave bright young people, who
will be the managers of the ,new” Europe of tomorrow,
an ideal opportunify fo meet and exchange ideas, lear-
ning from each other in an informal atmosphere. AEGEE
was uniquely placed to facilitate the competition, based
as it was on cross-functional analysis of a broad range
of business issues, and relying as it did on a truly pan-
European support infrastructure that AEGEE has develo-
ped in its ten years’ existence.

Invo|ving students from over 35 European countries,

The compeition was so successful, in fact, that Unilever,
Tempus and London Business School all agreed to co-
sponsor CHAMP in the following year, fo the tune of
some Ecu 110000 Following @ similar theme fo its pre-
decessor, CHAMP 94 benefited from the luxury of hind-
sight and was an enormous success. Due to funding dif-
ficulties, CHAMP was not pursued during 1995, howe-
ver plans for CHAMP 96 are in the pipeline.

CHAMP’s obiectives were fo allow groups of future
managers the opportunity to collectively address topical
management issues. As such, the competition began
with @ written round o infroduce potential teams to the
style of the competifion. Hundreds of submissions were
assessed and teams were then selected to compete in
qualifying heats held in all corners of Europe, including
Budapest, Leipzig, Milan, Paris, Qviedo, Roiterdam,
Trondheim and Warsaw.

The success and hard work of CHAMP concluded in Lon-

don as the feams winning the European regional heats

were brought together in an educational setting fo test

their management skills. A series of case-studies, deba- &

tes and computerised management games combined to
determine the ultimate winners. Prizes for the final

round winners included individual placements with a

Unilever company in Europe for each team member,
plus o team cash prize.

If nothing else, CHAMP provided students from Eastern
and Western Europe with the opportunity fo interact
with colleagues from a variety of backgrounds and cul-

fures, promoting an objective that surely runs to the very
core of AEGEE.

Guy Barnes

, What Furope

in 199227

is the question
thot the European
students have
asked themselves.
The EGEE IV

new realify” y
in 1988 Quale Europa
=T nel 1992?
in Milan. L —




summer course for European fellow students2
ANo problem! Let's find lodging places,teachers,

classrooms, university facilities, let's organise
the leisure programme, the excursions, the parties: o ti-
tanic job for a students’ association that only had 57 lo-
cal branches through Europe and in Milano didn’t have
any office. And more or less dll the other antennae
were in the some situation: no faxes, few computers.
There was, anyway, a central SU coordination with the
fask of publishing a brochure including a presentation
of the first 10 courses offered by AEGEE. For the regi-
sfration it was enough to fill in the application form and
send it directly to the organising antennge; it was pos-
sible at that time: there were only 290 available places.
For the first three years a single person was in charge
of SU project; but in 1991 more than 40 courses were
expected and the number of participants was quickly
Increasing

For that reason AEGEE-Europe decided o encharge an
entire antenna and o create the ~oummer University
Coordinafion Team”. One of the first meetings of the
SUCT was held in Maastricht. It was February, streets
Were covered by ice and it wasn’t easy at all. But all the
Nerested people were present anyway; we had hours
of colourful discussions about which was the best pay-
ment procedure and which punishment should be in-
icted on those who didn't show up fo the courses. We

I like: pioneers, and we all knew thot we were buil-
ding up. something. Yes: but whai2 |t was Europe. Big
Word indeed. Centuries and: ¢enturies of history, kings
Gncli_dipiomc:ts, writers and philosophs, professional
Eo mlclcms didn’t manage to create one Europe; how
w:r"!'(;! a bc.md of broke young students change the
o fravelling from town to town learning some phra-
: Se? ulne‘w !c.:nguc:ge? Too easy. So easy that nobod?
vemwc ried it before. Summer language schools, uni-

“8lly courses, postgraduates studies: old stuff; after-

~Something to do during the first two weeks of July2” It was a very simple
and innocent question that a friend of mine asked me during the spring
some years ago. In this way my adventure in AEGEE started and

it was with a Summer University. | didn’t have anything special to do
that July — it was 1988 — but for the next four years some weeks

of June and July were to be entirely dedicated to the Summer University.

wards everybody back home with some knowledge
more. With brand new SU spirit it does not _happen, be-
cause AEGEE is a formidable machine in which is easy
to get in and maybe impossible to get out. Because you
live with other people, because one lives people, becau-
se friends remain, because if you are in Amsterdam,
Praha is just around the corner, because in your pocket
you always keep addresses of people you will meet
again, one day. Because beyond the Euro-bureaucracy
it exists a Euro-spontaneity. Political frontiers and lin-
guistic borders don’t exist anymore: we, the Summer
University enthousiastics, just destroyed them some
years ago.

Francesca Guerrini
Silvia Negrotti

SUVMMER
UniversiTy

LANGUAGE COURSES
COURS DE LANGUE

The first edition
of the Summer
University book
was published
in 1988 were
11 courses
were tought in
10 different
towns with

290 pariicipants



,Last month AEGEE was exactly
three-years-old.” These words
started the first edition of

the Summer University brochure,
published in 1988

'by Daisy Kopmels in Amsterdam,

or the first year AEGEE presented 11 courses in 10

different towns, for 290 parficipants; 6 languages

were taught: Catalan, Spcnish, German, ltalian,
Dutch ond French. One year later there were were
already 16 courses and it was possible for the first time
to study Greek and Computer Sciences. 23 courses in
1990 and 9 subjects: German, Dutch, Greek, Spanish,
Catalan, French, English, ltalian and Russian. 1638
people applied in 1991 for the 887 available places;
they came from 91 cities all over Europe, most of them
were Dutch speeking (330), Spanish speeking (279),
German speeking (273) and Italian speeking (270). 37
courses were offered for more different subjects. The
preferred course was Spanish in Madrid, for which 225
peopled applied. In 1992 AEGEE offered 57 courses in
52 different places: German, Danish, English, Dutch,
Greek, Spanish, Catalan, ltalian, French, Romanian,
Hungarian, Russian, Czech, Bulgarian, Theatre,
1 Geology, Architecture, Photogruphy,
Folklore, Journalism, Statistics, Law, Sports, Arts. In
Summer 1993 AEGEE organised 68 courses in 72 dif-
ferent European cities, taught 16 languages (Bulgarian,
Catalan, English, Dutch, Finnish, French, German,
Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Romanian, Russian,
Spanish, Turkish, Ukrainian) and 10 other subjects
(communication, computers, environment, European
law, folklore, history, navigation, poliﬁcs, sports, water
sciences). The preferred courses were French in Genéve
(with 164 applications), Spanish and Flamenco in
Sevilla (151) and French in Bordeaux (131). 3324
persons (1910 women and 1414 men) applied for our
courses. They came from 124 university towns in 30
European countries. They spoke 33 different languages
(22% of them had ltalian as mother tongue, 20%
Spanish, 11% German, 9% Dutch, 7% Hungarian, 5%
Polish, 4% Greek, 3% Finnish, 2% Turkish, Romanian,

Economics,

French, Slovenian or Slovak). The average Summer
University participant was born in 1969 or 1970, the
oldest was 35 years old, the youngest was 18. 25% of
them were studying economics at university, 12% law,
10% engeneering or languages, 5% political sciences,
4% humanities or medicine. In the year 1994 we have
orgonised 81 courses in 92 different European cities,
taught 16 languages (Bulgarian, Catalan, Croation,
Czech, English, Dutch, French, Galician, German,
Greek, Hungarian, ltalian, Romanian, Russian, Slovak,
Spanish) and 13 other subjects (associations’ organisa-

tion, communication, computers, culture, Europecn

law, gastronomy, folklore, history, navigation, philo-
sophy, photography, politics, sports). The preferred
courses for Summer 1994 were the Travelling Summer
University through the Nordic Countries organised by
AEGEE-Aalborg, Kebenhavn, Lund and Turku/Abo
(with 167 applications), the course of Spanish in Ma-
drid (162) and French in Montpellier (151). 4028 per-
sons (2322 women and 1706 men) applied for our
courses and more than a half of them participated in a
Summer University. They came from 135 university
fowns in 31 European countries. They spoke 38 diffe-
rent languages (20% of them had ltalian as mother ton-
gue, 14% Spanish, 10% German and Hungarian, 8%
Dutch, 6% Greek, 5% Polish, 3% Finnish, Slovenian, 2%
Slovak, Croatian, Romanian, Swedish, French or Mace-
donian). The average Summer University participant
was born in 1972, the oldest was 34 years old, the
youngest was 16. 27% of them were studying econo”
mics at university, 12% law, 11% engeneering, 10%
languages, 6% political sciences, 3% medicine.

Vittorio Dell'Aquilc




ile Euromanagers cut all ties with AEGEE,
the ELMC Society, the body behind the orga-
nisation of the Moot Court, remained in con-

tact with AEGEE. For quite some time, it has been the
rejected child of AEGEE - fathered by the former CD
~ member Christoph H. Vaagt under the umbrella of
AEGEE-Europe in 1988, it has been since ignored. After
.6 years of existence, the Moot is recognized as a genui-
ne AEGEE project, working under special arrangements.
The European Law Moot Court Society has been set up
in 1988 in order to organise the Moot Court Competi-
tion as an independent organisation — independent from
AEGEE, but only in organisational and financial matters.
Ithas been created by o former CD member in perfect
- harmony ‘with the aims of AEGEE that is furthering the
! knowledge of European matters, and the knowledge
among European students. It offers a different formula
for getting involved — not just passively participating as
part of the auditorium, but actively preparing oneself for
contributing. The rewards are high — stages at the Court
and the Commission, several book prizes - and, as past
€Xperience of participants show, an easy entry into
labour markets!

The Moof Court is an

annval, bilingual
competition in
European Llaw for

small student teams. K
consists of two parts:
first, the elaboration of
a written statement on
a given case, and,
second, the oral de-
fence of the positions
expressed in the state-

«Th
“Ongress” Strasbourg, 1988

€ Europe-Latin America

AEGEE has given birth to a number of projects: TV shows,

student congresses, ski weeks, semi-professional Space congresses, efc. ..
But only two projects have matured, becoming

self-organised, self-financed and self-controlled:

Euromanagers (as a basically professional organisation) and the

European Law Moot Court Competition, remaining a student-led initiative.

ments. Participants are expected to argue the case from
the point of view of both, claimants and defendants,
parts. They are judged by an independant panel of ack-
nowledged professors and lawyers, including judges
from the Court of the European Communities. While the
students are elaborating their oral arguments at their

home universities,

' they are then

invited to plead. Venues have

included Florence (1989), Thessaloniki and

The Hague (1991), Dublin and Lisbon {1992), Florence

and Exeter (1993), Nijmegen, Florence and Bruges

(1994), and Stockholm, Toulouse and Maastricht

(1995). The four most successfull teams plead at the Al
European Final in Luxembourg at the Court.

The Moot is the first project of this kind being recogni-
zed by the Court, and counts some of the most eminent
European lawyers and judges among its honorary mem-
bers. Participation from over 40 universities, and even
entries from overseas prove how attractive this project is.
The ELMC Society, with support of AEGEE. will ensure
that this is also true for the future.

left.

Frédéric Pelard,
right:

Vieri Bracco
presidents
AEGEE-Europe,
1988



Christoph Vaagt
af the Presidents’
Conference

in Saarbriicken,

1968

Domenico
lenarduzzi at
JEuromanagers”

in Bruxelles, 1988

ur association, as years pass, grew and be-
came more and more complex. Whenever
we have detected a new necessity, new mea-
sures have been taken in order to meet
this new demands. Thus ot the
beginning, structures
such as

the Presidents’ Meeting or the Regional Meetings, efc.
did not exist. Some years ago we became aware of a
new necessity and we proposed a way fo fill the gap.

We

be

lieved

that

there was

a lack of
proper ways

to ensure the
training of those
willing to assume
responsibilities in
our association. This
situation was different
from that of other big
international associations, in which the motivation and
training meetings were very frequent, and were consi-
dered to be essential for the continuity of any associati-
on. In order to prepare and motivate the students, and

to enable them properly to assume any future responsi-
bility within our association we then created the Euro-
pean School. '

To achieve this training we counted on the experience of
some former leading members of AEGEE, both Eurc-
pean and local levels, as well as that of professionals
and specialists coming from related areas, such as hu-
man resources or external consulting. The participation
of AEGEE members was meant fo ensure that the expe-
rience they had acquired was not lost for future genera-
tions; whereas the co-operation of people with profes-
sional and institutional backgrounds was intended o
enrich our patrimony with points of view coming from
other sectors of the civil society.

My personal wish after those first ten years in AEGEE's
life is that the European School will help maintain the!
bonds between those who are now working for the idea’
of an ever closer understanding between the peoples of
Europe, and those who helped setting the foundations of
this admirable adventure. T

R. l.cSpez-Aranda'r !
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fion of Les Anciens d' AEGEE-Europe, an alumni club

of former leading members of AEGEE. Five years
later, we witness the creation of AEGEE-Agé, an alumni
network for AEGEE antennae. This is proof enough that
AEGEE confinues to play a role in our lives.

Five years after its foundation, AEGEE saw the crea-

Les Anciens and Agé serve as the memory of AEGEE.
They support AEGEE and give advice when desired. The
founders of AEGEE and their successors are an ever-
growing source of contacts ot all levels and throughout
Europe, in science, business, administration and politics.
Increasing numbers are joining the European Commis-
sion. Les Anciens and Agé are designed to keep up the
links between AEGEE alumni and with the currently ac-
tive AEGEE generation. We organise meetings, inform
about current developments in AEGEE, and discuss Euro-
Pean and sometimes professional matters. But we are
not a continuation of AEGEE. The student world cannot
be continued.

However the assessment and the
idea which led fo the rise of AEGEE
is still valid. European unity is the
most important political revo-
lution in this and probably the
next century, it has no his-
toric precedent. Soon, our
generations will have to
face the responsibility
of carrying European
unity beyond its
purely  political
and  economic
beginnings.

q
ongresS in 1988

The average active time of an AEGEE member is probably less then one year, and
somewhat more for those few who commit their work at the European level.
During this short time AEGEE members undergo a formidable transformation.

They become European citizens, and part of the foundation

of a truly European society without which

the future political Union of Europe will not exist.

This is, in fact, the major lasting aspect of AEGEE.

The downfall of Soviet rule in Eastern Europe endorses
this assessment. The European Union is the only
new element in the cen-

turies old con-

cert of nations in Europe. And

AEGEE, extended into Eastern Europe, conti-

nues to be a laboratory and a school for the future Euro-

pean society. Les Anciens and Agé are not designed for

public action. This cannot be the task of an alumni asso-

ciation. Consequently, there are other structures in which

former members of AEGEE continue fo promote Europe.
And there will be more in the future.

Ten years is generally a long time for a student associa-
tion which changes its leadership almost every year. But
AEGEE is there to continue, and so will those who went
through it.

Johannes Heister

Les Anciens d’AEGEE-Europe and AEGEE-Age

Impressions of
on AGORA
1988




Impressions of an AEGEE event, 1989




CHAPTER 5
~ PUBLICATIONS



ublications have always played a substantial role
PFor AEGEE. An association, as young and ambi-

tious as ours, needs to make an extra effort in order
to be known and recognised as a competent partner; a
reputation needs time to be earned and spread, especi-
ally since, due fo its teenage youth, the organisation is
still lacking the influential support of former members

who have reached powerful positions.

Since 1985 AEGEE saw three major external publicati-
ons, starting with Europolis {/86-'88), Scope ('89-'91)
and the ,OneEurope Magazine” {'93-now). While
Europolis was designed to be a commercially selling ma-
gazine from the very outset, Scope was held in a freely
distributed newspaper format. The OneEurope Maga-
zine, finally, emerged out of the continuous development
and growth with each new issue.

All three publications have in common the fact that they
addressed Europeans, especially students, thus going far
beyond AEGEE's limited membership. Nevertheless, al-
though the network of antennae was at their disposal,
for Europolis, Scope and the OneEurope Magazine a
widespread distribution always remained a crucial point.

Publishing and communication are closely related terms,
and the latter is not a trivial problem for students who are
scattered all across Europe and have a rather limited bud-
get. Infra-European communication is either expensive
or slow, and is only recently improving due to the public
infroduction of the ,new communication technologies”.
Furthermore, the required organisational and editorial
skills for European magazines and newspapers quickly
reach o dimension where publishing can turn info a full-
time job.

On the local level, a great number of local bulletins and
magazines contribute fo the diffusion of the European
idea. Mostly held in the antenna’s language, some im-
pressive publications are maintained, bringing Europe
closer to the students on a personal and less abstract le-
vel. Thus, AEGEE continued to spread information, re-
ports and discourses, aiming at the creation of the, so
difficult to define, +European consciousness”. The News
Bulletin, AEGEE’s internal information medium, can look
back on to a history of changes similar fo that of exter-
nal publications. Having been the main communication
organisation from 1989-92, it nowadays has a hard
time fighting the incomparable, faster and multi-direc-

tional information flow of electronic mailing lists.

For external representation, the Comité Directeur degi-

ded in 1991 to introduce a yearbook on AEGEE's activie

ties, for which ,Key to Europe” was chosen as title,

Meanwhile three issues of the Key to Europe, plus a fore-
runner in 1990 have been published to document the'
activities of the network during the past years. Each issue
presented on a few pages the concept of AEGEE, follo-

wed by a extensive section with conference reports of
mainly Yearplan events of the past year. After a first trial
by a group around Peter Simon, Stephan Decher publis-
hed in late 1992/early 1993 the first Key to Europe. A

year later a group around Johannes Stoffels and Dorian

Selz were responsible for the next edition, that recently
was succeeded by an issue signed Eva Tenbsrg.

In 1994 it was complemented by the newsletter , AEGEE-
Gazette” as the perfect print medium for keeping exter-
nal contacts and formerly active members regularly up to
date on recent activities and news on AEGEE-Europe.

The possibilities for a completely new type of publica-
tion and PR tools was rapidly taken up by AEGEE, in
effect turning it into the leading students” association in
that field: The Internet offered first the somewhat limited
Gopher service, which quickly developed into the World
Wide Web (WWW). The great advantages of these elec-
tronic media can be particularly found in their zero costs,
as facilities are proved by the universities, a literally un-
limited and instantaneous access to AEGEE’s main tar-
get group on the international computer networks: Stu-
dents.

Over the years AEGEE gained experience through a
number of publications, carefully developing a comple-
mentary set of fools tailored to the different addressee’s in-
dividual interests {students, institutions, companies). The
past 10 years have proved AEGEE to be dynamic and
flexible, quickly adopting to new possibilities and needs.
In the future there is little doubt that the electronic world
of publishing will continue to increase in importance and
dimension, and AEGEE must keep up with the breath-
taking developments in order not to miss the new chan-

ces. The time of the printed word is far from being over. l {

Philipp von Klitzing

A Convincing Story)
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truly European association needs a truly Euro-
pean magazine. This simple logie was at the
ase of the foundation of the first magazine of
AEGEE: Europolis. From spring 1987 onwards the
magazine was regularly published. Inits first issue it fea-
tured articles on Euro-American Economic relations, Euro-
~ pean Television and a large cultural section with city
resentation of Cologne, Madrid, Paris and Seville.
Edited bi-|ingua||y by an international editorship It was
v AEGEE’s first successful attempt to ,,publish” Europe.

: have just returned to the pages of AEGEE Scope after
l Isome years of oblivion. Now, looking at them in per-
spective, to me, they appear full of mistakes, but filled

to bursting with the passion and enthusiasm of an inva-
 luable team of people from all over Europe who lived

~with this magazine one of the most exciting periods of

his ife.

What was AEGEE-Scope? Briefly, ,The independent
European magazine for action and reflection” (in the
- words of Frédéric Pelard, my first president at that time).
But it is also many other things: a platform of discussions
and exchange of ideas, a link between nationalities and
political conceptions and, why not, ,the best school of
life (in the words of Adolfo Dominguez, my second
. President during that period).

Why does AEGEE-Europe need a magazine? Because
AEGFE-Europe is not only a travel club, a friendly party
'59” over the continent. It is also a political organisation
tht now, when Europe is not fashionable, must fight
More than ever for the idea of a united, prosperous and
Solitcny Burope. A magazine allows such an association,
geog‘"ﬂphiccl”y scattered, to gather people at the same
@3]@ fhinking and acting together. Besides this, a maga-
ZIne is the best visiting card fo introduce our association
nd our ideas to any person from the outside.

Why do AEGEE members need a magazine? Because a
Mogazine provides them, like other formative activities,
With o precious experience which will be of great help
or their future: improving foreign language skills, using
“omputers, travelling, talking to important people from

different places, dedling with daily problems they never
knew before, this is real life.

What do H
you need to ‘ QSBB
launch o ma- =
gazine like AE-
GEE Scope¢ A
good team, p|en-
ty of enthusiastic
and ready-to-learn

people, a lot of time

to invest and, ideally,
the support of an insti-
tution which can help

you with some financial

and logical matters. In the

case of AEGEE Scope, we were lucky, as we counted on
the valuable help of the University of Salamanca, always
ready to collaborate with us on the many projects we
promoted during the years 1989 and 1990.

Looking back “in :
per_spegive, AEGEE T['DHNTES S
Scope wos a good in-

vestment. Most of the

BRROPEOS EY UHJAVANCA
oy o
people who worked on {1 ) N, f ”E
the magozine are now I\ i @'
publishers, journalists, ma- ".\ﬁg;el ;
nagers or lawyers all over =50
Europe and America. And 1
we all keep in mind that we

are working on an international
level. We do so, because Europe
needs not only good professio-
nals, but European-minded ones.

Do not be afraid of investing time,

money and efforts on the activities

AEGEE offers you; do not be afraid if from time to time
you are in trouble with your studies (although studies are
the essential counterpart of the practical activities). The
result of this investment will not only be a profit for your
career, but for your life.

R. Garcia Herrero

The FGEE v
event fook
place in
Madrid
1969

L Women

in Europe”

Solomanca
held the
AGORA
spring 1989



AEGEE-Oviedo was founded in 1989. At the end of that very year we took
the challenge of the News Bulletin edition, after some months of being edlited
by AEGEE-Amsterdam. That issue December ‘89, was the first

of the 27 published in Oviedo during the three years that followed,

completely sponsored by the University of Oviedo.

The AEGEE Monthly Magazine

nly 300 copies were made of that 1st issue in
Oviedo. That amount increased rapidly to the
final 1.500 copies of each number printed and
distributed o some 200 to 250 addresses all over Europe.

Their contents was always different. Mostly everything
was printable. Nevertheless there were always some
familiar sections: What's new?, AEGEE Calendar of
Events or the Letter by the editors. The rest was usually a
mix of letters arriving from AEGEE members, antennae
or institutions, advertisements of coming AEGEE events,
reports on past events, presentations of Boards, funny
photos or any weird thing that somebody could find inte-
resting for AEGEE members to read (or to watch). All
those things filled more than 600 pages of information
about AEGEE arriving from every corner of Europe.
Though there were, there are (and hopefully will be)
some other AEGEE antennae printing the NB, those
three years in Oviedo were indeed very exciting. One
year of preparation; a second and third year of perfor-
mance of the Quo Vadis times of AEGEE.

During those years the News Bulletin witnessed the fas-
test period of changes in AEGEE. The times when
AEGEE opened itself fo the East, to the North and in
some way, also to the South; when the idea of European
Community was replaced by the ‘Idea of Europe’. The
times of expansion in other fields of interest, of the Co-
operation with other Associations, of the active Working
Groups, of the dissemination of the Comité Directeur
and the growing of the Address Book and the Calendar
of Events. It was quite a lot what we, members at that
time, inherited; but it was treated well and it was more
what was left to those coming after.

All those changes, improvements or not, were mirrored
in the AEGEE NB, the AEGEE Internal Communication
Publication, in which we also tried to mirror the under-
lying principles of our Association. Whether we succee-
ded or not in being a fluent and dynamic information

channel, whether or not we achieved the goalss we had!
got when we took the torch from Amsterdam, is not just
our fault or achievement. The NB was not merely the
contributions of the AEGEE members and Institutions,
and therefore it was not more than the reflection of what

AEGEE was.

There are so many people and institutions to be thanked{
here, to fill up the whole book, but let me thank especi-
ally the University of Oviedo for supporting us so long,
for sponsoring AEGEE-Europe and its ideals in such a
modest way; also AEGEE-Oviedo for sacrificing to their
own benefits for the sake of AEGEE-Europe; the CD of
AEGEE-Europe for their help, supporting and bearing
our problems and hurries and all 200 anfennce and
15.000 members for all their help and contributions as
well as their blindness to our mistakes.

To conclude, | shall say that working for AEGEE, and for
the News Bulletin in particular, was amusing and worth
as well as the most fruitful personal experience in my stu-
dent life. | want to encourage all of you who work or will
work for AEGEE, for that is not only a good way to build
Europe, but also a good way to build yourself.

Maria Alvarez
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n some way, the East-West Quarterly, the former inter-
{ nal publication of the East-West Working Group, is

the predecessor of the OneEurope Magazine. Af the
end of 1992, however, the EWWG suffered from a lack
of tasks and ideas: the building-up of anfennae in the
‘East was more or less comp|eted, the consolidation peri-
od had begun, consequently the EWWG was losing its
attraction for new motivated peop|e and endured a high
fluctuation of its members.

The problems mentioned and the existing communicati-
~ on problems induced Sebastian Hibner, the publisher of
the East-West Quarterly, to look for reliable co-editors.
He asked Lorenz Spillner and Michael Waibel both from
AEGEE-Aachen, to build up together a new, more pro-
fessional magazine whose thematic horizon was to go
{ far beyond single AEGEE matters. The first editorial
meeting was held at the PM in Aachen. At the European
School in Berlin, which took place in February/March
1993 the idea was presented to the public and first
requests for articles were launched.

:The idea was to create a real European student’s maga-

2Ine, an international forum for dis-
CUssions

The .
@ second ssye of LScope”

s published in 1989

The OneEurope Magazine is a journal, published three times a year,

which contains articles reports and interviews, written by authors from all
Europe. Their contributions cover all kinds of topics which are crucial for young
Europeans both today and'in the future. They are.translated

into English or French, both:being languages of international communication,

History of the OneEurope Magazine

about the variety of different opinions on political, histo-
rical and cultural themes within Europe. With this project
we intended to establish a platform for ideas, visions,
different models of European integration and about
general topics which are important to us, today and in
the future. Last but not least the Magazine was meant to
intensify the communication and thematic discussions all
across the continent.

In our opinion the division between East and West was
too strongly linked in hour heads. At that time, three
years after the fall of the Iron Curtain, this division see-
med to us fo be out of fashion. ,Integration” was one of
the magic words at our first meetings, and had to hap-
pen firstly in our heads — and consequently also econo-
mically and politically. Briefly: it came to Michael one
lonely night during the European School in Berlin:
,OneEurope” — and the name was born. The name
,OneEurope”, ,One” and ,Europe” intentionally linked
together, seemed to summarize our ,ideadlistic” wish for
a common house of OneEurope: a new, united and pea-
cefully integrated Europe with mutual respect and under-
standing.

After more than two years of publishing the OneEurope
Magazine: Have we reached our initial goal of editing
a real European magazine, a platform for discussion
and inter-cultural communication all across the conti-
nent? Did we help to remove the division of East and
West within the heads of the European youth? For sure
we confributed our part. However to really reach the
whole European public one would need 700.000
instead of 7 000 copies! We are still very ambitious and
given our highly dynamic and motivated team we will do
our best to publish the most readable and most inte-
resting European student magazine.

OneEurope WG



In 1990 AEGEE established antennae in Eastern Europe




CHAPTER 6 |
EUROPE AND AEGEE




Mr Mitterand agreed to take over

the patronage of AEGEE-Europe from
the very beginning in 1985.
Numerous other public

personalities support our activities.

Prime Minister of France

n avril 1985, j'avais accordé mon haut patronage

@ une association qui venait de naitre et qui tenait

son premier congrés: Les Etats Généraux des
Etudiants de I'Europe. L'ambition de cefte association
n'était pas mince: faire des étudiants, des jeunes, les
artisans de la construction communautaire.

En un an, volre association a parcoury de chemin et a
montré sa vitalité. J'en veux pour témoignage la dernié-
re manifestation que vous avez organisée, la nuit de
I'Europe, qui a permis de réunir 4'500 étudiants dans 7
villes européennes, communiquant entre eux gréice & des
liaisons vidéo par satellite.

Auiourd’hui, vous réunissez votre deuxiéme congrés. Je
souhaite qu'il vous permette d'approfondir plus encore

invites
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The Quo Vadis Invitation from 1990

le dialogue entre les étudiants d'Europe. Gréce & vous,
ce ne sont plus seulement les Etats qui s'allient, mais ce
sont les peuples qui apprennent a se connditre, a vivre,
ensemble dans un nouvel espace, qui constitue pour
nous tous |'avenir.

A l'ouverture de votre congrés, je tiens & vous assurer de
mon soutien pour I'ceuvre que vous accomplissez.

Je vous souhuife bonne chdnce.

Aitterrand.

Francols

Christoph Vaagt, 1990



er Maastricht-Vertrag ist jefzt ein gutes Jahr in
DKroH. In einer Reihe von Punkten hat sich erwie-

sen, daB es besser ist als sein Ruf. Das Europd-
ische Parlament hat durch ihn neue Mitwirkungsrechte
erhalten. Es muB3 sie nun nutzen und ausfillen, wenn es
sie 1996 erweitert haben will. Das Parlament hot des-
halb unmittelbar nach seiner Wahl mit der Reform sei-
ner eigenen Arbeit begonnen mit dem Ziel, sie effektiver
und transparenter zu machen. Prioritdr ist die Nutzung
der Mitentscheidung nach Artikel 189b EGV bei der
Rechtsetzung. Im ersten Johr nach Inkraftireten des
Maastricht-Vertrages sind 118 Vorschléige fir Rechts-
akte der Europdischen Union nach diesem Verfahren in
der Beratung gewesen, wovon 20 abgeschlossen wer-
den konnten. 56 dieser Vorschlage warten auf ihre erste
BeschluBfassung im Rat. Das neve Vermittlungsverfah-
ren zwischen Rat und Parlament hat sich bewdhrt und
gewinnt an Bedeutung.

Seit dem 1. Januar 1995 umfafit die Europdische Union
15 Mitgliedstaaten und 59 neue Abgeordnete aus Os-
terreich, Finnland und Schweden werden in das Euro-
Pdische Parlament einziehen. Zum ersten Mal in der Ge-
fchichte der Europdischen Union braucht die Europé-
ische Kommission das Vertrauen des Parlaments, um ins
Amt zu kommen, Der Vorschlag der Staats- und Regie-
rungschefs for das Amt des Kommissionsprésidenten war

ereits im Juli 1994 einem Votum des Parlaments unter-
Wworfen, Die Mitglieder der Kommission muf3ten sich vor
der Vertravensabstimmung in den Ausschiissen des Par-
QAments sffentlichen Anhdrungen stellen.

Die grofie Debatte iber die Reform 1996 hat begonnen.
l'T‘ Juni 1995 wird die vom Europdischen Rat in Korfu
€ingesetzte ,Refleklionsgruppe” aus Beauftragten der
egierungen ihre Arbeit aufnehmen, um Vorschlége fiir
_d'e Reformkonferenz 1996 zu machen. Das Europd-
'sche Parlament wird daran mit zwei seiner Mitglieder

President of the European Parliament

beteiligt sein. Unsere Bemilhungen missen sich darauf
konzentrieren, daB die Reformen die Union besser als
bisher in die Lage versetzen, zur Losung der grofien Auf-
gaben der europdischen Zukunft beizutragen und eine
Erweiterung nach Osten und in den Mittelmeerraum még-
lich und verkraftbar zu machen.

Es ist wichtig, daf3 wir aus den Debatten Uber den Ver-
trag von Maastricht Lehren ziehen. Die Offentlichkeit
muf3 diesmal frh und umfassend beteiligt werden. Ich
wiinsche mir, dof die akademische Jugend, daf3 AEGEE
und seine Mitgliedsorganisationen sich engagieren und
profiliert zu Wort melden und mit uns um die besten
Lsungen ringen. Europa muf von unten wachsen. Ge-
rade die groB3en Zukunfisfragen und grundlegenden Ori-
entierungen brauchen ihr Mitdenken, um breite demo-
kratische Zustimmung zu gewinnen.

Wenn es uns gelingt, die Union mit einer Reihe grof3er
Projekte fir die Gesellschaft des 21. Jahrhunderts zu
verbinden, die unsere und die Zukunft der néchsten Ge-
neration sichern, werden wir die Menschen auch wieder
for das Projekt der Europdischen Einigung gewinnen. Ich
denke z.B. an die Reinigung der Meere und den Um-
weltschutz, an die Energieversorgung und die Telekom-
munikation, die Verbrechensbekampfung und die Siche-
rung von Frieden und Stabilitét auf unserem Kontinent.
Wenn es uns gelingt, die Union mit einer Reihe groBer
Projekte zu verbinden, die unsere Zukunft sichert, werden
wir die Menschen fiir die Europdische Einigung gewinnen.

Die Union muf3 den Jiingeren bis dahin Perspektiven und
den Alteren neue Gewifsheiten geben. Nur wenn es uns
gelingt, europdische Politik mit den Tréumen und Hoff-
nungen der Menschen zu verbinden, werden wir ihre Kép-
fe und Herzen fir die Einigung Europas neu gewinnen.

Klaus Hdansch



C’est avec grand plaisir que j'ai accepté d'écrire ces quelques lignes
& l'occasion du dixieme anniversaire de lo fondation d’AEGEE:

en effet, ce n’est pas un rapport de circonstance, mais une

relation de coopération et de sympathie qui

m‘a lié pendant ces dix années aux étudiants d’AEGEE.

Direction de la Jeunesse

EGEE est née en 1985, c’est-a-dire au moment

ou se commencait & se définir I'idée de lancer

ERASMUS et de donner ainsi une nouvelle
impulsion & la politique communautaire en matiére d'é-
ducation, qui jusque & avait du se limiter & des projets-
pilote & I'envergure trés limitée. L'année 1985 apparait
donc cruciale & la lumigre de développements qui allai-
ent se manifester, notamment dans le domaine qui me
tient plus au coeur: I"éducation,

La naissance d'AEGEE répondait au souhait, exprimé
par ses fondateur, de recueillir des forces et les capa-
cités de tous les étudiants européens qui s'intéressaient
aux problémes du continent et voulaient donner leur
contribution, & lintérieur d'une structure qui devait
rester aussi souple et démocratique que possible. Je dois
dire que AEGEE a grandi trés vite, et quelle a fourni une
contribution remarquable au processus de réflexion sur
I'éducation en Europe, en répondant de maniére assez
efficace & la demande de la base et en devancent par-
fois les propositions et les requites du monde académi-
que.

Je ne continuerai pas avec la liste des octivités déve-
loppées par AEGEE pendant des derniéres années, qui
est allée s'allongeant et qui figure ailleurs dans cette
brochure. Je voudrais simplement signaler que la
Commission a constamment suivi le développement de
la conscience européenne des étudiants et a concréte-
ment contribué a leurs activités a chaque fois qu’il lvi a
été possible. En effet, les étudiants sont les premiers
bénéficiaires des programmes d'action communautaire
dans le domaine de 'éducation, et leur prise de cons-
cience du fait qu'ils sont citoyens de I'Europe et que la
consfruction européenne sera un jour dans leur mains
est un résultat inestimable. Les étudiants, individuelle-
ment et & travers leurs organisations, ont d'ailleurs par-
ticipé activement & la réflexion engagée en Europe & la
suite de la publication de Mémorandum de la

Commission sur |'éducation et la formation, et ont ains;
contribué & ce que I'éducation figure parmi les nouvel-
les compétences de la Communauté. Le traité sur I'Union
Européenne attribue @ la Communauté la tache de pro-
mouvoir la coopération entre les Etats membres pour.
contribuer @ une éducation de qualité (art. 126), et 4
cette fin la Communauté a adopte le programme
SOCRATES” qui, tout en fenant compte du suces
d’ERASMUS, innove en mettant I'accent sur la dimensi-
on européenne pour tous, & tous les niveau de I'enseig-
nement: primaire, secondaire ef supérieur. Cette nouvel-
le étape constitue évidemment une base d’ou repartir
vers de résultats encore meilleurs, afin que 'Europe des
citoyens devienne une rédlité et que la construction
européenne puisse se développer en accord avec la
nouvelle donné historique, qui a élargi considérable-
ment les frontiéres de |'Europe de demain.

Men souhait est que AEGEE, dans sa qualité de grande
organisation qui a toujours été & la pointe de la réflexi-
on et de I‘action estudiantine en Europe, sache relever le
nouveau défi qui se pose aujourd’hui dans la construc-
tion européenne, en multipliant ses efforts et son enga-
gement en faveur de I'idéal européen, qui, ne I'oublions
pas, est un idéal de paix, de respect réciproque et de
démocratie.

D. Lenarduzzi

I.J' 9 I . [ , ! '-‘.,g-.
Impression of AEGEE, 1990




penser le réle des organisations d'étudiants en Europe et notamment vis-a-vis de

/'Union Européenne oblige au moins dans un premier temps de s’arréter au réle de

I'Université ef de I'enseignement supérieur dans la construction européenne pour

ensuite réfléchir la place spécifique des organisations d'étudiants avant de présenter

de maniére plus détaillée les programmes qui s’adressent aux étudiants.

Direction de la Jeunesse

a coopération entre AEGEE et le Fonds Européen

our la Jeunesse remonte & 1988, année durant

aquelle le Fonds lui a accordé son soutien financier
pour la premiére fois.

~ Ala lumiére de I'expérience des ces 6 derniéres années,
deux observations nous viennent & |'esprit:

1. A la difference de nombreuses organisations
 européennes d'étudiants, constituées de branches natio-
" nales et soucieuses, naturellement de défendre la vision
~ quelles ont du monde étudiant de l'enseignement
supérieur en Europe, AEGEE se situe en marge de ce
modéle de par le fait qu'elle se considére comme orga-
nisation ,transnationale” plutdt que infernationale” et
qu'elle a pour vocation premigre de promouvoir l'idée
européenne parmi les jeunes étudiants.

Cette spécificité o ceci d'intéressant que le travail infer-
national de jeunesse mené par I'organisation prend
appui sur I'expérience des jeunes, en tant que jeunes,
plutdt qu’en tant qu’étudiants représentant un modeéle
nationall,

Sans nier la valeur d'un modéle plus traditionnel de
Coopération européenne, cette cpproche mérite, selon
nous d'atre encouragée, car elle est de nature a éclair-
cir d'un nouveau jour la réflexion sur le réle des étudi-
ants par rapport & une vision humaniste de |'Europe,
telle qu'elle est défendue par le Conseil de ['Europe.

?~ Depuis 1989, c'est & dire, suite aux bouleversement
Intervenues en Europe centrale et orientale, AEGEE s'est
engagée sur la voir de la coopération avec les nouvelles
émocraties. Gréice aux nombreuses activités que pro-
Pose 'organisation et en raison de la souplesse de sa
structure, de trés nombreux étudiants on aujourd’hui la
Possibilite de rencontrer d’autres étudiants de pays
d'Burope occidentale pour partager leurs expériences et
eurs idées sur tous les sujet concernant les jeunes.

Du point du vue du Fonds Européen pour la Jeunesse,
cefte évolution dans Ihistoire de ' AEGEE est significati-
ve. Elle s'inscrit pleinement dans la politique du Conseil
de I'Europe et de son secteur jeunesse dont les objectifs
sont de contribuer & une union plus étroite entre les peu-
ples d'Europe, ef de renforcer plus particulierement la
vie associative, démocratique et pluraliste en Europe
centrale et orientale.

Au méme titre que I'ensemble des organisations de jeun-
esse, coopérant avec le Centre et Fonds Européen pour
la Jeunesse, AEGEE contribue activement aux action pri-
oritaires que sont la lutte contre le racisme et la xéno-
phobie et la promotion des droits de I'homme.

J. P. Restoueix
A. J. Dodin

Vittorio

Dell Aquilla,
Coorcinator
of the
Summer
University,
1990



Over the last four years of operation of the TEMPUS (Phare)

Programme AEGEE has been a particularly successful applicant,

competing for funding not only with other student bodies and organisations,
of which relatively few participated in TEMPUS, but also in open

competition with experienced representatives of Europe’s major universities.

Initiative and Originality

has been its choice of officers with a mature ap-

proach to the competition. They sought fo under-
stand its rules and to ,play” within them. Understanding
that not all cases can be covered in the short TEMPUS
,Guide for Applicants” {originally call the TEMPUS Va-
demecum) AEGEE sought to establish what activities
would be eligible for funding and under which circum-
stances. They visited the EC TEMPUS Office in Brussels
with concrete proposals and detailed questions. Many
visitors fended to outstay the welcome offered by the EC
TEMPUS Office o anyone asking for an appointment by
making pleas for special treatment or similar attempts to
Jobby”. Visits from AEGEE, however, were always plea-
sant, even enjoyable, and not only because embarrassing
(and fruitless) ,name dropping” was scrupulously avoided.

The secret of AEGEE’s success in TEMPUS (Phare)

In addition the AEGEE representatives seemed fo be
refreshingly free of the kind of prejudice against ,Brus-
sels” displayed by the applicant who could have visited
the EC TEMPUS Office by bus for the price of a cup of
coffee, but who preferred to submit thirty or so {ineligi-
ble} applications for just two projects, presumably wor-
king on the assumption that each would be read by o
different member of a bureaucracy whose selection of
projects for funding would ultimately be made arbitrarily.
Making successful TEMPUS applications, however, re-
quires a different strategy from that employed by a plant
scattering its seeds in the wind. AEGEE's proposals had
to be very carefully prepared to be able to survive a
rigorous selection procedure during which their cost-
effectiveness and likely impact {to name two of many cri-
teria) were carefully assessed in the EC TEMPUS Office
and in the target countries before a joint recommendati-
on was made that the projects be funded.

Of course some of the projects carried out by AEGEE
could not be funded in their entirety by TEMPUS, becau-
se, for example, not all of the countries involved were

eligible for TEMPUS support. That AEGEE was able to
receive funding for a series of projects arose as well
from the originality of its proposals. AEGEE belongs to
the small minority of individuals and organisations who

made the effort to understand and make good use of the.
TEMPUS (Phare) Programme’s ,Action Il Grants for

Complementary Measures” which was intended to pro-
vide start-up funding for new initiatives rather than to
provide funds to keep projects running over a period of
years.

TEMPUS (Phare) has evolved since the first call of appli-
cations was announced in 1990. As a result of this evo-
lution the scope within the Programme for funding of
initiatives originating from students in higher education
has decreased significantly. Grants for mobility of indi-
vidual students ceased to be available in 1992, after
which date only university academic staff and admini-
strators were eligible for Individual Mobility Grants
{Action H). However, while students themselves have
been able to submit applications for such large scale
projects, the funding available for them is always limited
and competition for grants for Joint European Projects
has always been fierce. AEGEE of course successhully
targeted their efforts on TEMPUS (Phare) Action I, but
even this possibility ceased to exist at the end of 1994
with the overhaul of guidelines for Complementary
Measures. Otherwise it would perhaps have been unwi-
se fo publish here AEGEE's recipe for success in TEM-
PUS.

| am confident nevertheless that great scope remains for
AEGEE acfivity in Eastern and Central Europe. A variety of
activities will often be wholly new to their colleagues else-
where. What AEGEE is particularly well placed to offer
is an example of professionalism, initiative and origina-
lity in giving student affairs their widest possible scope.

John Fells




se Phalanx gegen Anderungen, einfach als Faul
heitswurzel zu erkennen. Immerhin hat friher bei
Kriegen kaum jemand nach den Kosten gefragt. Wie
_ chmerzlich es ist, den Mittern den Tod gefallener Soh-
ne zu Ubermitteln = auch das haben wir aus unserem

Leichl sind diese Thesen als Zweckpessimismus, als gros-

Alltagsleben verdrangt.

~ Weshalb ist also Europa? Weshalb ist Frieden und seine
Auspréigung in Kontakten auf diplomatischer und orga-
nisatorischer Ebene so wenig beliebte Warum steht nicht
auf jeder Fernsehsendung zu oberst der Satz: ,Frieden
in Europa - find ich gut!”

In den téglichen Losungen der AEGEE ist das hingegen
iblich, Hier haben junge Menschen — natirlich Mad-
chen und Jungen — ihre Jugenderlebnisse in Taten umge-
setzt. Sie hatten es leicht, kénnte man sagen. Sie stam-
men aus Elternhéusern in denen Vater und Mutter ver-
schiadene Staatsangehorigkeiten haben, moglicherwei-
se verschiedene Sprachen sprechen, in den Europd-
ischen Organen mit den téglichen Schwierigkeiten der
Friedensarbeit zusammen gekommen sind, sie haben
eine Europaschule besuchen diirfen, oder sind sonst in
der ganzen Welt zu Hause.

Die Bezeichnung AEGEE l&Bt vermuten, daB besonders

viel von den Jugendlichen in Frankreich — das Land von
Robert Schuman und Jean Monnet — wenn es um den
Européischen Geist geht also, eine auBerordentlich gute

Adresse. Ein A-Rating, das Beste was man in Banken-
treise fr Solidaritat und Vertrauenswiirdigkeit erhalten
ann,

Binen EuropamafBtab, was Tun und Praxis angeht, gibt
es leider nicht. Hier sind viermehl die Hiobsbotschaften
an der Tagesordnung Europa — die Idee find ich gut.
Diese Aussage ist nicht schwer zu erhalten, nicht einmall
von Journalisten. Dieser Beruf ist ja als Auspréigung des

Jedem Deutschen sind aus Goethes Schriften die wesentlichen
Eigenschaften der Studenten bekannt. Fleif3 gehért nicht unbedingt dazu.
Auch Initiative und Unternehmungsgeist dirften sich erst in

den letzten Jahren und Jahrzehnten entwickelt haben.

AEGEE ist offensichtlich ein gutes Beispiel dafir, daf3 auch Goethe irrt.

Kritischen im Zeitgeist besonders gefragt. Gutes vom
Schlechten zu unterscheiden.

Aber auch hier in den Artikeln immer wieder der Hin-
weis auf Ungereimheiten und Schwierigkeiten. Was es
an Ungereimtheiten und Schwierigkeiten in blufigen
Kriegen in der Vergangenheit gab, haben wir lingst
verdrangt. Wir sind nicht mehr betroffen. Wenn ven ho-
her polifischer Seite, z. B. zum 50. Jahrestag der Kapi-
tulation in Deutschland eingewen-
det wurde, bei

diesen Feierlichkeiten spréichen nur Leute, die gar nicht
dabei waren, die also den Krieg nicht als Soldaten oder
als Geschlagene erlebt haben, so ist das ein emst zu
nehmender Einwand. Aber wir missen uns daran
gewdhnen: Europa muf} weiterwachsen, ohne das die
Urvéter immer dabei sein kdnnen.

Es geht also darum, die Idee und die Ausprdgung des
Europdischen Miteinander Uber die Generationen hin-

weg zu sichern.

Ideen sind ja leichter zu transportieren als Taten. An-



Michoel
Merker,

1990

dererseits: Ideen messen sich an Taten. Wenn sie ohne
begleitendes tun bleiben, sind sie wie Kéfer ohne Beine.
Sie kommen nicht vorwdrts. Vorwdirts kommen heif3t
aber einen Ruckfall umso schwieriger machen, den so-
genannten ,point of no return” zu erreichen und zu festi-
gen. Wer wiirde beschwéren, daf3 er innerhalb der EU
schon erreicht sei?2 Beschworen vielleicht schon, aber
wenn man die Hand oder den Kopf dafir ins Feuer
legen sollte? Jedenfalls gébe es bei der AEGEE vermut-
lich die ersten Freiwilligen. Ich habe sie kennergelernt in
ihren konkreten Beitrdgen zu ganz einfachen Kon-
takireisen, sogenannte Furotouren des Europaabgeord-

neten Dieter Rogalla {,Eurogalla”). Da saf3en

sie auf dem Sattel
scheverten ihren Popo wund und dadurch kamen Ge-
sprache zustande, die die Idee verfestigen halfen.

Natiirlich wird immer wieder eingewandt, Fohrradtou-
ren seien weder Europapolitik noch kénnten sie Kriege
verhindern. Sie seien einfach nur sportliche Veranstal-
tungen. Aber sie haben ein wesentlichen Element, die
Gemeinsamkeit. Wenn Finnen, Schweden, Ost-Deut-
sche, West-Deutsche, Franzosen, Spanier, Griechen mit-
einander radeln, werden sie vermutlich auch nach die-
ser Tour Verbindungen halten. Nur durch gemeinsame
Erlebnisse kénnen Grundlagen dafir geschaffen wer-
den, daf sich die Jugend bei spéteren beruflichen Kon-
takten wiedererkennt und aufeinander beziehen kann.
Das ist die Voraussetzung fiir vertrauensbildende Maf3-
nahmen, wie wir sie brauchen. Nur selche Erlebnisse
werden Skepsis Uberwinden, die ja meist sich da ent-
wickelt, wo Erlebnisse fehlen.

Wer skeptisch ist, vermutet nur. Er vermutet leider Ne-
gatives und oft Furchtbares vielleicht auch Katastrophen.
Wer seine Skepsis iiberwunden hat, und sei es nur durch
Fahrradtouren, der hat sich freigeschwommen und kann
auf dieser Grundlagen aufbauen.

Die jungen Studenten in AEGEE - sie tun was Natiirlich
ist ihr Tun nicht auf Fahrradfahrten beschréngt, vieles
was sie sich erarbeiten, findet in Kongressen und'in gei-
stigem Austausch statt. Dabei werden Sprachen prakti-
ziert, auch dabei weden — in den unvermeidlichen Re-
daktionssitzungen bei EntschlieBungen und Pamphleten

Bindungen deutlich auf denen spéiter aufgebaut werdg,
kann.

Bleibt so wie |hr seid — mein Geburtstagswunch. Weny
man zu ihnen spricht, Uber europdische Wéhrung. Uber
den Ausbau des Binnenmarktes zu einem ,,Home-N\Qr‘
ket”, dann werde sie das mehr oder weniger als Selbs;.
verstindlichkeiten empfinden, ohne die Scl'\wieric|'1keheﬁ
zu unterschdtzen. Die Schwierigkeiten besteht darin.
Veréinderungen auch denen klar zu machen, denen sjq
nicht ohne weiteres einleuchten. Wer denkt schon dq.
ran, die wirtschaftliche Blite, Grundlage von Verdnder.
ungen, die Kaufkraft findet. Es wird viel zu wenig beton
und ist doch ein sehr praktischer Unterbau fir die Logik
des Friedens.

Zum Schluf: Die Logik des Friedens macht in Kiirze auch
UberHUssig, staatliches Zeremoniell mit bewaffneten Sol-
daten. Dies ist ein never Ansatz fir Taten fir Verdnder-
ungen und er soll beileibe nicht Ubers Knie gebrochen
werden. Fest steht allerdings: Wer den Frieden will, daf
Miteinander praktiziert wird, kan sich in seiner staafli-
chen Repréisentanz nicht ausschlieBlich auf sogenannte
militérische Ehren auf angetretene kampfbereite Batail-
lone stitzen. Er sollte Gberlegen, ob zur Reprdsentanz -
nicht aus Krankenschwestern, Rechtsanwidlte, Kraftfah-
rer, Gartner, Jugenplleger, Konzerndirektoren und na-
turlich Arbeitnehmer im weitesten Sinne gehdren. Si-
cherlich: Dies ist viel schwieriger zu redlisieren, als ein
ohnehin in Bereitschaft stehendes Ehrenbataillon mit
geschultertern Gewehr antreten zu lassen. Aber: Wenn
die Bilder Bewaffneter Einheiten als Reprdsentanz, wenn
die Ausdriicke Sieg, Schlacht, Niederlage aus unserem
téiglichen Sprachgebrauch nicht relativiert werden oder
gar ganz verschwinden — wie soll sich auf Dauer fest-
setzen, daf3 auch Konflikte, wie etwa im Fischereibe-
reich, durch Kompromisse gelost werden missen. So
lange diese Erkenntnis nicht tagliches Brot ist wird sie
nicht die Grundlage fiir friedliches Miteinander sein kon-
nen. Dafur steht AEGEE und nicht nur 10, sondern 100
Jahre werden vermutlich noch vergehen, bis sie mit
ihrem Gedankengut Alltagsgrundlage in unserem euro-
pdischen Miteinander geworden sind.

An example of a Summer University, 1990




n Wednesday 18th March 1987, the members
Oof the Board of Directors of EGEE-Europe were

received by Francois Mitterand, President of the
french Republic, for lunch ot the Elysee Palace. Besides
the President and twenty members of the Board of
Directors from ten different EEC countries, there were
also four presidential advisors. In the impressive sefting
of the Cabinet Room, Francois Mitterrand led an infor-
mal and constructive discussion on many subjects of
common interest.

Various members of the Board of Directors highlighted
the importance to our generation of higher education in
" Europe. The Board of EGEE-Europe argued for the

 necessity of increased emphasis by the Community
~ Governments on European educational programmes. A
 porticular point of discussion was the rejection of the
Erasmus project by France, Germany and the United
Kingdom. This project, forwarded by the European
Commission, infends to modify the University Credit
System in Europe so that by 1992, 10% of the students
~ from the EEC will have the opportunity of studying up to
~ one year abroad. If implemented, Erasmus will provide
- the first step in creating o proper European university
system that will give a skilled work-force for the
Internal Market of the EEC. The Board
of EGEE-Europe was disap-
. pointed at the lack
- of finan-

Some members of the Quo Vadis list, 1990

cial commitmenr by France, Germany and the United
Kingdom - only 175 million ECU is asked for Erasmus
compared to the 7,000 million ECU spent annually on
the Common Agricultural Policy.

The President agreed in principle that this programme
has to be implemented. Furthermore, he concentrated on
the need to establish a European transport system. The
Board of EGEE- Europe left with the impression that the
President had listened to and understood its views. The
Board is honoured and very grateful that the President
found time to meet EGEE- Europe and thus demonstra-
ted his interest in the youth of Europe.

Europolis No 1
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CHAPTER 7

THE POLITICAL
ROLE OF AEGEE

I EREAERE N

L R R WSk L R



Christophe Leclercq was involved in AEGEE between 1986 and 1988.

Since then, he observed from a distance three important debates within AEGEE:

- between militants of ,European political” objectives

and promoters of services to the members

- between central leadership of the Comité Directeur

and decentralised management by the antennce.

- Community/Union versus wider Europe

questions, one can observe a Europe in miniature,

lightly ahead of discussions in European institutions.
AEGEE is very diverse, like Europe . | shall here try to
summarize some impressions country by country, illust-
rating the three questions mentioned above. There is
obviously a risk to oversimplify, especially since AEGEE'’s
identity also differs antenna to antenna, member to
member. Political vision created AEGEE’s uniqueness,
while a ,services” approach brings it in competifion with
other organisations, AEGEE was launched in France

L)oking back at the way AEGEE feels about these

(with immediate involvement of several other nationali-
ties), and French nationals, first of all Franck Biancheri,
played a major role in the following three years. This
obviously had an influence on the objectives and pro-
jects developed in the organisation. Contrary to specia-
lised student associations providing traditional services,
like Euravia, AIESEC, AIESTEC efc., AEGEE always ani-
mated students around themes linked to broad European
integration. | believe the times when AEGEE had the
most political ambitions where also the times of its fas-
test development and greatest lobbying influence. While
this is an ,oldie’s remark”, | am sure some present mem-
bers would disagree, as some did in the past. Today,
reduced vision after the founders’ time, and the decrea-
sed usage of French has reduced AEGEE's network in
France, but it could be re-constructed.

By contrast, in the Netherlands, a local ,club” approach
was always followed. And quite professionally, It drew
hundreds of members with only moderate European

12
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political interest, and other antennae around Europe still
fear the ,invasion of the Dutch hordes”. Not surprising|y,
AEGEE-Europe is headquartered in Delft, AEGEE’s bro-
chures and finances look much better today than they
did in the past, but one does not see as many new initia-
tives. ..

The ,militant versus client” (or ,tourist”?) issue still exists.
Providing good services (colloquia with free lodging and
parties, languages courses, ERASMUS/TEMPUS infor-
mation, etc.) has a|wcys been a good ground for more
ambitious projects. Seeing that Europe works and is fun
constitutes the best starting motivation. But this is not
enough: no student wants to work for free to provide ser:

vices fo others, unless there is a vision behind it. A strong
Europe is needed to lead the association. In Germany,
political debate is certainly important, albeit on slightly
different topics than in Latin Europe: environment,
Eastern Europe, principles of democracy. German
AEGEE members were inhibited by French dominance
in the early days, they now became an active core, but,
in my view, have not taken as many initiatives as one
could expect. This may be due to the German members’
reluctance to take |eadership, for understandable histo-
rical reasons. Rather, they focused on managing well
their antennce... and ensuring plenty of discussion on
AEGEE's statutes! In Belgium, European associations
and events abound, so that European-minded students
have many organisations to choose from. Depending on
the year, AEGEE's presence is ,on” or ,off". This mig}ﬁ
lead Brussels-based institutions to underestimate




AEGEE'S strength, but, on the other hand, it prevented
organisation from becoming an ,agent” of the

the o
guropean Commission. In the UK, AEGEE always had a
ough fime, somefimes some exceptional individuals

(often continentals) managed to create some following,
but this never lasted afterward. AEGEE does not seem
grong enough o fight against ,euro-bashers” and
suro-pragmotics” at the same time. In ltaly, organisa-
ional difficulties and rivalries for , power often reduced
AEGEE's impact. But there were exceptions, like TEAM,
and llalian students often (tried to) launch new initiatives.
As ltaly goes: through: a deep self-questioning, and
remains European-minded, AEGEE could thrive.

Eastern European’s motivation for Europe and exchan-
ges today remind me of the great European dynamism
from Spain during the late 1980's. AEGEE's strength in
the Ecst shows that again it is in tune with the future
focus of European integration, it can help shape the
Europe of the next decade. Given this diversity, and the
lack of central leadership during cerfain periods, what
then allowed AEGEE to continue? What avoided the cri-
stallization on national positions that one observes in
European institutions? | believe it is a combination of stu-
dent's typical open mindeness, together with AEGEE's
absence of national siructures. The EU versus wider
Europe: the wrong issue a year ago, | was surprised to
hear a leader of AEGEE say in essence ,the EU is not the
most important thing, | want to work more with the
~ Council of Europe, which represents the wider Europe”.
What then is the most important objective of Central and
Eastern Europe, if not joining the EU2 Who knows about
the Council of Europe outside some European circles? |
respect the Council’s record on human rights and
democracy. However these universal values cannot be
sufficient for Europe, or for AEGEE. In the last issues of
OneEurope Magazine, | read articles about ,Europe
with no limits” and on a possible ,Association des Etats
Généraux des Etudiants du Monde” (AEGEM, et i'ai-
me” one could pronounce it!). | agree that European-
mindedness is more important than a geographical defi-
nition. When | was studying in New York, | felt more
European than ever, and would have enjoyed an orga-
nisation promoting EU awareness, or Pan-American
integration inspired by Europe. But the risk of diluting
the organisation, of overstretch, is high, especially if the
coverage of the ,internal market” is quite patchy. Do
the readers know that AIESEC used to be a European
organisation {hence the French acronym)2 With a strong
economics/business focus, and a good organisation, it
now helps developing future international managers
around the world. But what could AEGEE achieve with a
similar evolution? Doesn't it have broader goals?

Another European association that | know, created by
ex-AEGEE members, has decided to promote regional
integration on other continents by creating other regio-
nal networks (already: Mediterranea, CIS, Latin-

America). AEGEE has to find its own model, for which |
respectfully suggest three criteria: — the priority in allo-
cating organisational and financial resources should be
Europe — European integration and internationalism are
compatible but not identical — Premoting other regional
student organisations is better than ,colonizing” with
your own.

needs

AEGEE
some stronger positive visi-
on in the Comité Directeur if it is not to
become the antenna’s smallest common denomina-
tor. This vision will have a lot to do with reforming,
enlarging and deepening the EU, not rejecting or lea-
ving it. This can encompass radical thoughts, like only
students can develop them, but hopefu“y no marginoli-
sation. | wish that future AEGEE leaders will understand
their responsibility towards the European Union, being
always ahead of its instifutions and not side-tracked. My
only hope with this article is fo trigger some reactions, to
have some AEGEE leaders speak up and disagree. On
this 10th anniversary the aim on looking back cannot be
self-congratulation. The teams of the founding era cer-
tainly did not achieve most of their ambitious objectives
{and | am not sure that the subsequent ones did either).
Nevertheless they did launch a number of initiatives with
a lasting impact outside AEGEE, may be more than
today’s organisation. Prove that the ,oldies” are wrong!
Tell us of your vision for Europe! Show that you have
better programmes than we did!

Christophe Leclercq

Impressions
of the
AGORA

in
Budoapes,
November
1991
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AEGEE was intended by its founders o be an organisation

with political impact at the highest levels.

The idea that AEGEE was a student travel club or vehicle for the promotion

of student ,arrivistes” could not be further from the truth. AEGEE’s success in 1986-88

was due principally to: first, the political profile AEGEE achieved at the Commission

and with the member states; second, a high risk-taking dynamic CD and,

third, through the structure a focused direction for the whole organisation.

EGEE’s most easily identifiable political success
Av":cls the de-blocking of the ERASMUS program-
e. The lunch at the Elysee Palace with President
Mitterrand in March 1986 was truly fascinating - follo-
wing it was AEGEE's greatest period of political influen-
ce. At the beginning the President seemed a litle unsure
of why he was having lunch with us at all, it was only
half way through when cross-examined that the Presi-
dent appreciated there was a serious point fo the mee-
ting. It is to his enduring credit that he had
the open-mindedness

to listen to what we were saying about the potential be-
nefits of the ERASMUS programme. He did not of course
just listen. Within a week he announced on national tele-
vision that following a meeting with some young Euro-
peans the French would approve ERASMUS. Shortly
after the UK and the Federal Republic followed suit.
Some would say that AEGEE was used as a tool by the

1986-1988

Commission or various political advisers to achieve the
de-blocking of ERASMUS via the French President. That
is simplistic. AEGEE truly had an energy and political
direction of its own. So what was that direction you aske

The broad objective was to achieve closer European
Community, a truly United Europe. It was the way that
AEGEE sought that objective that was innovative and
unique. AEGEE sought to show how pan-European or-
ganisations if structured correctly could be truly Euro-
pean. AEGEE’s own siructure was the example. That is
why departures by AEGEE in recent years from that ba-
sic structure im my opinion will see the demise of AEGEE
unless rectified.

The structure enabled a pan-European outlook through-
out AEGEE, not just within the CD but also within the lo-
cal branches. The CD crucially was elected as a team
and not as national or indeed local representatives at-
tending that body with their own national or local inte-
rests in mind. The local branches were to work not for
themselves but for AEGEE-Europe as a whole. For exam-
ple, it would be AEGEE-Europe’s conference in Leiden
organised by local members, not AEGEE-Leiden’s con-
ference. Any profits made on the conference would im-
mediately leave the local account and go to AEGEE-
Europe for re-investment in other projects.| am not say-
ing that the running of such a structure was easy, it was
not. Indeed ,localism” was one of the greatest problems
we faced in 1986-88. Of course it was difficult — it was
totally unlike anything people had had to work with be-
fore. But it did work and it did things that no nationally
based structure could have dreamed of given the lack of
resources and time that we had. Tell me what is new, ro-
dical and distinctive about AEGEE without that structure?




AEGEE's was live up to it's political role in 1986-88, our
dructure allowed the organisation fo be incredibly dyna-
nic. Every week there was another event some where in
europe and every two to three months really big events
with leading political figures. AEGEE developed so
rapidly that the European Commission had to set up its
own internal task force to deal with us, because as the
cange of fopics discussed by AEGEE broadened so did
he demand by us on an increasing number of DGs at
the Commission. In 1987 AEGEE was receiving support
from no less than seven separate DGs.

Besides the structure, AEGEE had radical political views.
The most significant was to incorporate the Eastern Euro-
pean countries within the European Union. In 1985 the
idea lexcept of course in the FRG) of the European Com-
munity extending to the otherside of the Iron Curtain was
seen as lunacy. In 1987 Gorbachev's spokesman Ge-
rassimov came to AEGEE events. In 1989, of course, the
Wall came down. AEGEE did fruly achieve political pre-
eminence as representing young people in Europe. Evi-
dence of this is the number of other organisations (politi-
cal, religious and economic) that tried to infiltrate AEGEE.
AEGEE's political objective was to show a new way of
doing things on a European level and by doing that to
further the ideal of European Union.

For those who believe in Europe, showing how things
should be done is just the first step, actually doing them
is the real challenge. For that reason, in my view AEGEE
does need a parent organisation for its members to join
when they stop being students and crucially to ensure
continuity through supervision of the objective that
AEGEE was founded to achieve.

Let's hope the light that burned so brightly Hares again.

Andrew Oldland

EGEE has been the forerunner in the organisati-
Aon of a forum to discuss questions of European

importance, including the young generation. 1t
has thereby contradicted conventional political wisdom
that young Europeans are disillusioned about and dis-
interested in the future of European integration.
Thousands of young students are travelling from one
AEGEE-congress to another the whole year through,
proving that the opposite is true.

AEGEF’s very existence is eminently political, but
AEGEE is not a political platform, and its members have
always relinquished any kind of party political affiliati-
on. However AEGEE helps find answers for the
European unification process, by doing what AEGEE
has been doing since the very beginning — organising
congresses.

What we have seen is that the AEGEE-approach is
completely new: thinking Europe from top-down, instead
of bottom-up, as | would qualify the traditional nationa-
list approach. Still there is a quite a big gap between
what AEGEE-members think how Europe should be, and
how it is actually looking like. And the Maastricht-trea-
ty, which fortify the position of the Members States wit-
hin the EC instead of deluting them, show that standard
political wisdom points in the wrong direction.

| would define AEGEE as a laboratory for European
identity, a school of political thought and an apprenti-
ceship for organisational skills, that has transformed stu-
dent-members into politically interested citizens of a
Europe still-to-be and, to a certain extent, has produced
what might be called in some years time a European
elite.

My conviction is that it is this new generafion of Euro-
peans rather than any memorandum, charter or a simi-
lar paper which will have an inescapable impact on the
future Europe.

Christoph H. Vaagt

Impressions
of the AGORA
in Amsterdom, April 1991




In 1991

the European
Project,
TEAM,

took place
for the

first time

in Milan
which was
supported by
M Sole 24 Ore”

Look into the mirror. Ask yourself about the status quo of Europe.

The Single Market, Bosnia, Agricultural fraud, Maastricht.

Disinterest of voters in the European Parliament.,

Banana trade absurdities, Economic growth, Chechnya.

Weakening cohesion between member states in 1995.

Monetary union in 1999... What can you do? What do you do?

it. But in an association like AEGEE, you can learn

the game. And you can start fo develop ideas. There
is something to be done for everyone. In 1988/89 the
priorities were sfill clear: AEGEE was an association gi-
ving members incredible possibilities to experiment on
the European level. We thought it was our duty fo sup-
port this great adventure into the European integration
process. Our aim was to contribute. Somehow. Every-

There is a lot of work to be done. Students cannot do

Comurm ) ]

[ASEE) 94 (ns

SOTTO GLI AUSPICI
DELL'UNIVERSITA BCCCONI

LE AZIENDE

INCONTRANO

GLI STUDENTI
jai= 9]

N prosgimo dicenibre, a Milano, le asiende pariecipant
all'iniziativa. potranna comunicars con giovanl provendenti
da tuiti | peesi della CEE attraverso pretentarioni,
seminard, gand, woekshep e colloqui individuali,
Un’occasione unica di incontro per entrare in contatlo

con studenti di ogni facolta

one their own style.

At one point, however, it seemed that one category of
members was slowly disappearing: Those who wanted
to ,build a European Community” and not just travel
around, organise conferences and have fun. We felt ‘the
lunatics were taking over the asylum’. No, AEGEE is not
a playgarden, it is a host for ideals and visions, it is a
catalyst for people with ideas.Also, AEGEE was - and
still is — a school. A school enabling members to learn

... They Can’t Refuse

about the people of Europe, their mentalities and habits
as well as European history and the Community instituti-
ons. Here, you can learn how to organise, to communi-
cate and to be creative. AEGEE is a place to meet peo-
ple, build long-lasting friendships, exercise foreign tra-
ditions. And sfill, some distinguished members wanted
more. They wanted a strong, creative ‘and influential

AEGEE. They wanted to talk to politicians and decision-
makers about their new ideas. They wanted to forget

new cooperative structures. They were aiming at the big
prize: fo change Europe for the better of its citizens by

making the Community more democratic, more efficient

and by involving all interested citizens!

However, AEGEE's abilities as a whole are limited by
the constant flux of its members, by its unprofessional

students’ image and by its recurring internal divisions. It -

must, therefore, be AEGEE's strength to let those distin-
guished members with their visions and ideas prosper-
Those are the members to encourage and to promote-
Today, AEGEE is still offering that unique opportunity-
And it still is an offer students cannot refuse. | urge
today’s members to be innovative and creative. Don’t be
complacent with what you already achieved. Constantly
look out for new challenges.

Don't look back to worn-out concepts. Look ahead.
You've got to live another 50 years! In what kind of
Europe would you like to live in 20452 What should
Europe be able to achieve by then? Look into that mirror
regularly and ask yourself: What can you do?

Ralf Teschner




cinin 1990 to 1992

oming into business in the beginning of 1990, we
saw the position of AEGEE concerning a political
role as follows: AEGEE was not a political
organization because students’ organisations deal with
students and their specific interests in the first place. So,
our interest was mainly students’ education, mobi|'rfy, ex-

change programs, sometimes curriculae in different uni-
versities. Qur political statements restricted themselves
mainly to two points: Being discussion partner of sever-
al EC-DG's in questions of the above mentioned fields.
And promoting an open relation to the Eastern Euro-
pean countries, including the question about the borders
of Europe. The political environment was characterised
by the German unification, EC-expansion, and the
peaceful and hopefully wealthy future.

Becoming active on the European level and in the end in
the CD, we realised significant changes as well in the
political environment (East-opening, especially the Yu-
goslavia-war) as in our thoughts — should it be possible
fo remain so|e|y a students travel and exchange-dub
while our European neighbours faced the incredibly dark
picture of war, expulsion and death? Several discussions
inside the CD, during AGORAS and between the mem-
bers focused on open lefters and publicistic actions. In
the end we figured out that only a European conscious-
ness is able to tackle problems, which occur on a Euro-
pean level. And our tools could be involvement, activities
and real interest — even if there’s no guarantee to pre-
vent such kind of human disaster like Yugoslavia. A pre-
condition to form a European consciousness would be
the European citizen — with a well informed background
and the ability to use his informational network.

Abter we decided to concentrate on this point, the first step
was to plan the expansion of the European School idea.
With the goal fo train our members in European and glo-
bal dimensions as well as in skills Isuch as interfering, com-
municating and organising we drew up a plan fo increase
the number of European Schools. Doing that, we used the
creativity of many more of our members to reach our goals
— by simply multiplying ideas and directing them towards
joint activities. The second step was a much stronger focus
on the Working Goups. They could do thematic work on a
local and on a European level - as sign of the active Euro-
pean citizen. But we had fo deal with a problem. For exam-
ple, the Environmental WG grew very strong in the begin-
ning because of the obvious destruction of large natural
areas. Chernobyl was another driving force. But being
founded by enthusiastic members, the WG lacked a certain
continuity. To keep pace, we realised that a stronger input
- not interference — by the mother organisation would in-
sure quality. Sefting up yearplans for AEGEE and its wor-
king groups with the main outline of our activities, we tried
to focus every year on certain highlights. The European
School and the Working Groups were our two main keys
to increase political activity. Furthermore, we as AEGEE
tried not to stick to internal discussions. Several talks with
politicians, organisations, people in the street — and our fa-
milies — have been carried out by the whole organisation.
Publications like AEGEE-Scope and its successors were
used to deliver our message. And this message still remains
valid: unite Europe, because it's the main requirement for
a peaceful, prosperising and further developing society
— our future.

Peter Simon




I keep thinking about this often repeated and most of the time misinterpreted sentenc,

you could hear at practically every meeting or gathering of AEGEEists: ,We are

a non political organization”. This statement refers to the fact that AEGEE is not lin-

ked to any official existing political party or grouping.

As a statement the sentence is of course totally wrong.

EGEE is highly political in its structure and in its
Aactions and is therefore a forum, a real

,AGORA” with an immense and unique networ-
king function for all those who believe in one way or
another that supranationalism or internationalism is the
best way to face the challenges which are facing Europe
today. AEGEE is indeed political in its structure and in
this structure lies as well its strenght's. Since there are no
national levels and since the Working Groups are
supranational, the association erases physical as well as
mental borders by bringing together students from all
over Europe.who have to work together on concrete pro-
jects and actions. And thus Europeanism is reduced from
the red carpet atmosphere to a street-level environment,
giving the participating student an enormous potential
number of ,friends” in places wich he would possibly
only see as a tourist armed with o camera.

AEGEE is the world behind the pictures and gives the
individual the opportunity to see the world from of other
perspectives than a own national one. One should not
underestimate the ,we feeling” whch has already grown
between a tremendous amount of people who met
through AEGEE' and are now still in some way linked
through i.e personal relations — do not forget the many
AEGEE-marriages. As | pictured already above, the
actions of AEGEE are political because the groups of
actors are multinational and therefore AEGEE is prac-
ticing in it's everyday activities a ,citizens Eurape” on a
bottom up basis, while most EU European citizens pro-
grammes have a top down, theoratic and intellectual,
approach.The things mentioned so far might probably
be completely obvious for anyone who knows about
AEGEE, but | still believe they are key elements of the
objectives and of the organisation.

Concluding my contribution | will mention something
about the period in wich | was an active member. | joi-

ned AEGEE ( 1989-90) in a kind of third stage of it's

development. The first stage was the era of the Founding
Fathers which were people with high aims, dark suits
and business-class-frequent-flyer-programme  aspirati-
ons. The elite did not last for a long time and the second
stage of the development of AEGEE was marked by an
enourmous enlargement of the organisation. In my per-
spective this enlargement was very essential to give
AEGEE the role it is playing today. The third stage was
marked by the opening to the east and the AEGEE slo-
gan ,students building bridges across Europe” became
a keyword in our actions. Due to if's flexible structure by
having the, very independenf antennae, AEGEE was
able to expand quite easily to the East and to absorb it
in its network. Thus AEGEE was one of the very first
organisations in Europe to adapt itself to the post-Cold
War Era. In doing this AEGEE was very much ahead of
many others and so it became a p|c1ce were questions
were raised, in the practical AEGEE-approach, which
were much later raised at other places.

Incidently, it is striking how similar the discussions in offi-
cial institutions are fo the discussions we had in our
AGORA. There seem to be voices who would like to see
AEGEE offering complete answers to European pro-
blems by i.e. striving for a certain structure of Europe. !
believe these voices get it wrong. There are now obvious
answers fo todays problems and you cannot force dll
members of a pluralistic organisation to have one view
There are enough other organisations who proclaim 10
have models and solutions for the actual European diffi-
culties. AEGEE is AEGEE due to it's diversity and plura-
lism. It is an umbrella for students of all national, pro-
fessional, social and political backgrounds. AEGEE is @
unique bit of European reality, it is a citizens’ Europe in
a nutshell.
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generation shift was coming up, lots of ,old”
Apeople were leaving the European level, and the
CD where in | was vice president and responsi-
ble for European Institutions for one year,, elected at the

* Agora in Delft Nov. 1992 would face a really big loss
* of experience. Up till then many members used to be

active for 3-5 years. Lots of experience lost, but of cour-
se also a chance for new approaches and ideas! Buil-
ding up confidence between the European level and the
locals were one of the main fasks. The organisation had

 to accept the fact that lots of experienced people had left

the European level and younger members had to take
over. This period was a one of transition in many ways.
It would be o fime where we would have to reflect about
how to continue AEGEE practically and ideologically. ..

The first couple of months in 1993 AEGEE-Europe con-
finued to put lofs of effort into strenghening the relation
to the European-Commission, especially in the field of
education. 4 people were active in the CD on relations
connected to the EU, and several applications were
made for subventions to congresses. Efforts were as well
put into Public Re-
lations and Fund-
raising. An impor-
tant thing hap-
pened for AEGEE-
Europe in March
1993 when we
were recognised
as Non Govern-
mental Organi-
sation in the
Council of Eu-
rope, we were
eager to begin

Th
Olganised by Saarbriicken, 1991

e congress ,Men & Woman” was

a new co-operation. In April 1993 made the CD was
decided that functions in the CD should no longer deal
with ,development of the network”, as we agreed that it
was more than well developed already. We wanted
quality instead of quantity within the network. We wan-
ted to put our efforts into other priorities, such as PR, fun-
draising and administration. At the AGORA in Prague
the CD took a firm standpoint in set-

ting priorilies in
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co-
operating
with European institu-
tions: first of all we wanted to

co-operate more with the Council of i
Europe and the CSCE (NGO since summer 1992

at the Helsinki Summit), instead of putting all our efforts
more or less into the European Commission. The CD
thought that it was valuable for AEGEE to get deeper
involved with the 2 before-mentioned institutions, espe-
cially via our different Working Groups and for support
for congresses (speakers and money). Mainly because
those are Europe wide organised just like AEGEE, and
we felt that the Cof and the CSCE were close in polifical
approach: ,Action speak louder than words”, and they
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focus on the socalled ,soft” areas such as human rights,
environment, equality and education just like AEGEE!

To achieve these goals the CD started lobbying in the
CoE: European Youth Centre, the NGO secretariat and
in commitees for Human Rights, Environment and Edu-
cation to get a closer co-operation. Support was achie-
ved for the congress in Budapest on ,Ethnic Minorities in
Europe” via European Youth centre, and the CD partici-
poted in the NGO-meeting in Sofia. The CD worked to
create better contact between the two levels in

the organisation, the

making it clear that our organisations recruit membg,

from all over Europe.We therefore wrote an officig| “;
tement to the the organisers from the Task Force i the
European-Commission, and all participating organisqy;.
ons signed it. We got the official appology from the Task
Force and we had a long discussion with the repres,,
tatives of the Task Force concerning the structure of mey
European student organisations, namely

being pan-European,

elected CD
in Budapest,
November

1921

European  and

the local, one developed

future strategies and improved contacts

to other student organisations, fowards companies

and different European institutions. At the ,EU Task
Force Erasmus Evaluation — Meeting”, May 1993 in
Maastricht we were denied participation of Zsuzsa
Kigyés/Hungarian CD-member as representative of
AEGEE-Europe, and the CD therefore decided to take
action. We could not accept this approach from the EU,
and we encouraged the other participafing student
organisations to join us in an official complaint. It turned
out that organisations like ELSA and IASI also had had
participants from Ceniral and Eastern Europe refused as
representatives, and they were equally interested in

o\
A
20\
and often
with equal participati-
on of members from Eastern and
Western-Europe. This whole case signaiised :
to the other European student organisation that AEGEE
is perhaps non-political, but we are still taking action; in
this case against discrimination. Politics in the case o'
AEGEE became clear. We will never take a party polifit»
cal standpoint, but we will react against, politically spo-
ken, what we consider discrimination! This incidence just
strenghend the conviction of the CD that it was time 10
take a more critical approach to the EU and try to asso”
ciate ourselves more with institutions like the CoE and the
CSCE. In this period it became even more clear that
AEGEE wouldn't like fo be to close with the EU, polifi
cally speaking.

Ulla Bisgaard



There was and is still a big confusion in AEGEE about its ,political” role.

Mainly the word ,political” seems rather difficult to determine.

If you dare to ask our members about their view concerning AEGEE s political role,

you have fo endure mostly the same answer : AEGEE is a non political organisation.

Well, if you are one of the few, who are reading our statutes you are enabled

to discover :“AEGEE is a secular organisation not linked to any political party”.

So, if you compare both answers, you feel the importfance to make this lack

of definition of AEGEE’s political role clearer fo the in- as well as to the outside.

onetheless you have to deal with one of our big-
Nger society problems: many people fear to be

involved in politics. There is a common opinion
that it is better not to have any links with politics = so
they say we are clear, pure, innocent, and by all means
non-polifical.This phenomenon of our fimes you'l find fo
a large amount represented in AEGEE as well. But all
those people are fo be mistaken: everything is political,
your whole world is determined through polifics. No-
body lives in the ivory tower and remains innocent. Es-
pecially, if AEGEE does set itself the goals in promoting
the European intergration or simply said: in ,bringing”
fogether or merging peop|e. | strongly believe that
AEGEE was, is and will be with such aims extremly poli-
tical, But of course it is right that there is a big awaren-
ess in AEGEE about ifs political involvement. | think to
underline our freedom and independence towards any
other political movement or party is one of our essential
basics. AEGEE had its own problems with its political
involvement in 1988, when the idea of the establishment
of IDE was introduced, due it did not seem clear to ever-
YbOdy how the relation of IDE and AEGEE-EUROPE
should look like. Those misunderstandings did not ena-
ble the AEGEE members to share a clear vision of the
AEGEE"s political role as the whole, even if the issue of
IDE should have been more discussed among our mem-
bers. Nonetheless AEGEE was made much more sensiti-
ve about all possibilities of AEGEE’s political links and
activities, But | daresay : the awareness of political invol-
vations makes us more vigilant. Besides that we do live
in times were it is quite fashionable to feel a kind of

reluctance for politics, | see for an European student
association the necessity to share for the coming gene-
ration a perspective and that’s why we are in favour of
the European integration, which is a highly political mat-
ter. In a way we are creating new Europeans: most of
our members are openminded, capable of speaking at
least two languages, and they are interested in culture
and in visifing other country frequently. How we can
carry on this development? | would like to distinguish the
political role of AEGEE in two parts: one belongs to the
inside, the other one fo the outside.

a) AEGEE s political role to the outside

Here we can estimate AEGEE's activities such as con-
gresses, academies and Summer Universifies. These
ones do present a demonstration of AEGEE"s daily work
and are a good expression of AEGEEs affitude towards
important European issues. Therefore more result bro-
chures are needed fo represent our activities much bet-
ter to the outside. That goes together with a much wider
PR strategies on the part of AEGEE to inform the outsi-
de. In the last time all the activities have been better co-
ordinated in the Yearplan concept, which collected and
introduced the outside about AEGEE’s yearly acfions. So
AEGEE s enabled to express its view towards the main
temporary problems as — for instance in this year (93) -
striving for tolerance with 3 congresses. The Yearplan
was a remarkable step in the right direction, yet a visi-
on covering a longer perspective of the Yearplan activi-
ties, is more than welcome. That's why the discussion
and controversy about AEGEE’s goal was achieved in
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the ,Mobility on Purpose” concept. In this context sho-
puld be seen also the actions of our European Working
Groups, which deal with such important topics as East/
West relations, Environment, Europe of the Regions efc.
Mostly AEGEE’s outside political role could be defi-
ned in its relationship fowards the Euro-

pean institutions. In its his-

tory AEGEE esta-

The eurapean magazine for action
and reflexion

* *

le magazine européen pour | aclion
el la réflexion

blished its links to the EC, the Council of Europe, the
European Parliament and the CSCE as a non-govern-
mental organisation (NGO). Due to its unique structure
AEGEE idepends on the financial aid of the European
Institutions. Besides those necessary talks, AEGEE deve-
lopes itselfs more and more as an information part-

ner of the European Institu-
tions in sharing and
exchanging  their

made experiences.

In this way you can

see our engagement

E
Eg:,?r%iaﬁemm for the instaltment of
Congress the ERASMUS pro-

gromme in 1988

through a meeting

of the CD with the

President of the

French Republic

Francois  Mitter-

rand, our further

participation in

ERASMUS, our assistance in

the evaluation process of the new constructed TEMPUS
Scheme with our academy in Budapest and all its results
in the brochures of the ERASMUS and TEMPUS WG's
and last but not least our engagement as a NGO in the
CSCE and the Council of Europe which will guide us
towards a new level of our existence — to express much
stronger our opinion to the outside. Nevertheless, there
will be always the problems of specking with one voice.
Due fo AEGEE’s structure we can only clarify basic opi-
nions as about education problems like ERASMUS or
matters of the European integration process, which we
strongly support. But it takes time for us to agree on cur-

b) The inside political role of AEGEE
AEGEE as

institutions

each other

deal with

know much more about European interaction,

tion than during your normal studies. All the
members have the possibilities fo realise their
European ideas and the space to carry these

We also teach our members to act in a democratic
due to our unique structure without any kind of
level. Everybody can be a member of our

who wants to join. AEGEE was the first European
association, which attempted fo integrate real and in
democratic perspective students from all over
and especially East Europeans. Our success

shows that we were right. | daresay AEGEE is

real European cifizens : open-minded, democratic
rienced, willing and able to pay their own

in a further European integration process. Maybe
can see the European citizenship as our general goal
vision which combines all our Yearplan activities.
comes the close link between our in- and outside
cal role: we are simply making young students - a
of the future generation - to feel European and
them to play an active role in the world of tomorrow
generally said AEGEE's political role will be
determined as the promoter of young Europeans
their integration. Nonetheless we stand with oll
activities to overcome all kinds of prejudice, which
for me much more than just political.

Michael Me

Jean Luc at the Agora in Budapest 1991
He was responsible for the Erasmus in AEGEE



And the Statement of Principles

o its ten year history, AEGEE has on different occassi-

ons attempted to define its identity. Typical of a grass-

rools association, people within AEGEE always felt
what AEGEE was all about without being able to deter-
mine it. They were more affracted by the drive to do
things for Europe in whichever way this was individual-
ly understood by the membership, rather than the desi-
e 1o clearly sort out what AEGEE stood for. The urge fo
assume an identity came about by the ever expanding
popularity of the association, by questions of general
orientation in this enlarged association and by questions
of efficiency, the question if we reached some results in
our strive for the realisation an ever more integrated Ev-
rope.
The need for a text that would avoid the pitfalls of the
past and set a general direction for the association, fi-
nally found its embodiment in the Statement of Prin-
ciples. The drofting of the current Statement of Principles
came to be under the pressure of all aforementioned
constraints most notably, however, of a deep-felt disori-
entation which had become apparent with the political
developments in Europe and the war-ravaged Bosnia in
particular. One might have imagined that the trigger
could have been the end of the cold war. AEGEE, howe-
ver, had remarkably: pre-empted the end of the cold
war. Long before the demise of communism, AEGEE had
taken the decision to enlarge outside of the then Euro-
pean Community of 12, first by accepting antennae
from other Western non-EC countries and then from all
European countries. If Europe is defined by its set of vo-
lues and its cultural space, then it was thought that arti-
ficial divisions of our continent could not hold sway. So
AEGEE went through the end of the cold war not just
merely unscathed, but literally triumphant. The grass-
roots had anticipated the political explosion and
AEGEE could usher info the new Europe as the bearer of
values sought after inside the iron curtain. Being young
and a student and coming from Eastern Europe, you
could hardly side-step the hand of solidarity being
extended over the borders. And for this reason AEGEE
developed a solid and rejuvenating pool of people from

the East, able to help steer AEGEE through new, unex-
plored territory of baseline European values.

In this long-term strategic decision,
AEGEE was successful.

Georg

von der
Gablentz,
presiclent

wh of AEGEE-
Europe, 1991

This
success, however, was

unfortunately not consistent. At the fime the
Statement of Principles was being drafted — September
1992 —, three main events were having an impacton the
Continent. The discussion on the treaty of Maastricht, the
racist killings in Rostock, and the war in

The
AEGEE-Llogo

Bosnia. In all three of them
AEGEE had failed to be present. There was a growing




sense of frustration from the same membership that had
given flesh and blood to AEGEE concerning this absen-
ce from the European scene. If AEGEE cannot address
questions such as the future or non-future of a federal
Europe, xenophobia, and ethnic strife, then what is its
purpose of existence? If AEGEE, as the prime European
students organisation, had no opinion on what the
,European Idea” represented and had no clear sugge-
stions on how Europe’s future — our future — should be
shaped, then AEGEE's discourse was marginal and use-
less.

AEGEE-Athina put forward the idea of a Statement of
Principles aiming at promoting the European Idea, ser-
ving as a declaration of AEGEE's innermost beliefs, and
bringing orientation to the association.

But then to define the identity of an association, with its
ideas that constantly change and evolve, its cornerstones
diversity, is a rather difficult task. The initial text was ent-
itled ,A Vision About Europe — A Statement of Prin-
ciples”. The idea was that our principles would constitu-
te the context of our vision. The final text which was
adopted by the AGORA in Prague on April 25, 1993
was basically a shortened version of the initial text. The
Statement of Principles was divided into two parts. The
first one addressed the motivation for the principles whe-
reas the second defined these principles.

AEGEE does not make sterile political discourse as its
primary target for winning the battle for Europe; rather,
she defines the evolutionary path toward the definition
of a European space in the cultural realm and stipulates
that the easiest and most efficient way to pave the road
to peace is face-to-face knowledge of each other. AEGEE
intends to foster our diversity together with our commo-
nality as the cornerstones of our conscience. We wanted
the text to be a crystallisation of this ever-growing con-
cept of the union of difference called European Culture.
Let us hope that the process we have initiated will be
useful and long-lasting to the benefit of owr Continent.

K. Sabatakakis




e future of our Continent,

forced differences,

...believing that our orgaiifé supporting all expressions of European culture
LY

and civilisation'and by & ] ¢ oilitys - B r SR T dghst
_ ding, enqb/e iclls viiorflo

 “OF PRINCIP

Hereby declare

1...our bel_‘;{F hiat while cherishing our diversity and, respecting the character of our regions, we can find on the
basis of oufi@@mmton cultural and historical heritage the principles that unite usiand guide us in our effort to strengt-

hentthe Euror conscience.

2...0ur faith in a'Europesthat standssgisia symbol of freedom}, democracy, human rights, mu%i}%l?r'respect, and of a
-
community of law, anghedr will for c&d

European co-operation.

%i_on with any:European institution festering this concept and promoting

8., .our conviction that educafien as a fundamental right 15 a means to mutual understanding providing a fair chan-
e in lfe. - A )

4,,.0ur resolve tolliélp establish an open Europe thalyecognises and cherishes the c_oliﬁbh___féh: RON*ELropean cul:
fures in the shapi@iof its past; present, and futur@iéind aaively contributes to the security and prespgiify of the world
<ommunity.

5...00r clesire fo create a European continent where prosperity, unhindered creativity and progress coexist with res-

for the environment and care and compassion for the deprived nations of the world.







CHAPTER 8

DEMOCRACY
AT WORK



Agora and Presidents’ Meeting

GORA is the Greek word for market place: For
Athe ancient Greeks the Agora was much more

than a mere place for commercial exchange. It
was the town’s central spot where people gathered to
exchange news, opinions and ideas as well as the latest
gossip. Likewise the AGORA of AEGEE is far more than
a general assembly of our association where delegates
of all antennae meet to decide on the main directions of
this organisation. Indeed, it has become the central
event of the association’s life. Apart from the plenary
session a large number of workshops and working
group meetings on various subjects take place. All in all,
it is the most important meeting where a common iden-
tification with AEGEE and the idea of a multicultural
European sociely is realised.

After the foundation event EGEE | in Paris in 1985,
about 50 members, representing 18 antennae, took part
in the first AGORA one year later in Minchen (April
1986). From then on the AGORA meets regularly every
six months and is characterised by a constantly growing
number of participants, reflecting an ever-growing net-
work. Nowadays the AGORA comes up to more than
600 members from 130 antennae. Since the beginning
the AGORA has claimed to be the main decisive organ
of the association according to the democratic principles
of AEGEE.

The lasting tradition of good debates at the AGORA
strengthened its authority and it became today’s institu-
tion: a place for open discussion to settling the policy of
the association and exercising control of the Comité
Directeur, the executive organ of AEGEE. Hence the
AGORA is for AEGEE the symbol of our faith in
democratic values and o European Parliamentarism free
of national borders.

Presidents of AEGEE: Georg von der Gablentz (90-92),
Jeroen Hoogerwerf (92-93), Pavel Miladinovic [93)

The first Presidents’ Meeting took place in November 1984
in Brussels. It quickly became evident that the AGORA
was the appropriate organ for discussing basic pro.
blems and for sefting up the main direction of the assg- %
ciation’s policy. However, there was a forum |0cking ;
where a smaller group of experienced members could
intensively discuss new activities, new ideas and solve
practical problems concerning local level. Therefore, an
assembly of presidents of the local boards or their repre-
sentatives was set up. The Presidents’ Meeting has beco-
me an important event for all the board representatives
across Europe fo exchange ideas and experiences.
Furthermore, it has proven fo be extremely effective for
preparing the agenda of the following AGORA. Since
1987 a Presidents’ Meeting has been taking place about
two months before each AGORA. Besides to the
AGORA this meeting focuses on the work done in small
groups, where new ideas and projects are developed.
Since 1986 18 AGORAS and 16 Presidents’ Meetings
have taken place in all the corners of the Continent. The
first AGORA in Eastern Europe which took place in in
Budapest, in December 1991 and the following by the
Presidents” Meeting in Krakow in February 1992 were
remarkable moments for AEGEE.

See chapter 10 for a list of all Agoras and Presidents’
Meetings

Kai-Michael Konig

Georg von der Gablenz with
Eric Magielse ot the AGORA Kos




across Europe met in Paris for the unforgettable event

EGEE |. Highly mofivated,  full of vivid memories of the
week in Paris and the binding promise given in Paris fo
organise fhe next EGEE meefing i Munich a group of
obout 80 students started in the summer of1985 to or-
ganise EGEE II.

|n the summer of 1985 several hundred students from

At the beginning, many discussions about the purpose,
the confents-and the political aims of the newly created
movement arose. Some just opfed for @ loose associati-
on, others had a well-structured organisation in mind.
When some thought primarily. about local activifies
others set their view on Eastern Europe. On top of'it all
was the pretension coming from Paris to structure EGEE
as centrally administrated organisation with its main
office in Paris {pas de question!).

To accommodate those different tendencies several wor-
king groups were created. Some were concerned

the Agora in Sevillo,

e AGORA in Seville was without any deubt one

' of the most eventful episodes in the first years of
I AEGEE. Pepe and Pepin, fwo members of AEGEE-
Sevilla organised the AGORA brilliantly according to
the exigency of the Comité Directeur. The event was the
first maijor activity of AEGEE at the south-western end of
Europe.

Three weeks before a complete information set of had
‘been sent out fo all the locals concerning proposals of
projects to be carried out by AEGEE in the next period.
This was the result of a call for proposals fwo months
before. Proposals were included only if the local assem-
bly of the proposing local voted in favour. A Europe-
anwide grassroots democracy was born.

withPR, others about meeting possibilities. Soon it beca-
me clear that such a major event wouldl need a sound
financial backing. And it became clear that those sums
had to be covered by a mixture of private and public
SPONSOrs and supporters. We therefore constituted a
properly registered association and Ann-Kathrin Lehr
was elected as first president of EGEE-Minchen. Thanks
to a lot of support EGEE i turned out to be a great sue-
cess in the summer of 1986.

At the EGEE Il event the first legitimate Comité Directeur
waselected and the projects for the next months were
set up. For the event we received the support from per-
sondlities, such as President Richard von Weizéicker,
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and Mr Jacques
Delors, president of the European Commission.

Klaus Sturmer

1987

The main fopics of the AGORA were the ist election sys-
tem, the secession of Euromanagers to ensure its conti-
nuity and quality level, the creation of an'internal audit
commission and a juridical commission, and last but
not least to affirm the political role of AEGEE in the
sense of not being linked to o political party but repre-
senting o highly political objective, namely European
integration. The fension was high on Saturday when the
current Comité Directeur presented its acfivity report.
However, fension diminished by the end of the day and
the next day all the propesitions were accepted by con:
siderable margins.

Franck Biancheri




Although Jeanne d'Arc did not participate, the very fact
that this clash was fought in 1988, made the situation

after the smoke and dust had disappeared, a historical one.
A lot of people spoke of Agoraphobia afterwards.

This description requires some explanation.

The Clash of Orleans

leale nice and | quiet city, in the HeBRCHE Shce. of falking and talking went on during this night, at o

n November 1988 the AGORA was hosted in Or-  The meeting was adjourned, a truce of one night. A lot
I Friction, distrust and frustration can describe the fee- Py of course, as a good AEGEE- tradition prescribes.

lings|Betwesnythe members of AEGEE and the board Ne.xt day compromises were concluded - coercive bar-
during this AGORA. The behaviour of the board in the ~ 99ining? - and the new board was elected. The atmos-
six months before the battle of Orleans was destructive.
AEGEE-Europe looked like a zombie,

phere calmed down and the Agora went back to work.

Important are the conclusions of the clash of Orleans.
First of all, it proves that AEGEE is not different from
other associations or organisations, nor from society:
people search for power, which is difficult; people are
foo serious about it. Secondly, AEGEE did actually over-
come its first crisis and came out stronger: the balance

] between being serious and being great fun was found.
The

fomous

AEGEE
coke

of Kos, B
1992

Jeroen Hoogerwerf

the board
did not undertake any
action, the president was in Brazil,
rumours about a political party taking over
AEGEE were persistent: It was a mess.

During the AGORA the members of the board acted as
if everything ran smooth and they proposed some vague
projects and ideas. The members of the locals did not
appreciate it, and they rejected most of the proposals.
The situation became very tense. The AGORA exploded
when someone mentioned the relations between AEGEE
and a European political party, which was going to par-
ficipate in the European elections of 1989. Everybody
went crazy. The board put in a motion of distrust aiming
at a motion of trust for the new board, propesed by the
old board. This sounds complicated, and it was. The mo-
tion was rejected. The board walked out of the room:
AEGEE in crisis.

Impressions of the Agora in Kos, 1992




Bonn, still the official residence of the government

of Germany, was already prepared for

the Christmas celebration on this last week-end

of November 1990 chosen by AEGEE

to organise the secondAgora of the year.

Agora.of Bonn, November 1990

the depressing precedent AGORA of Paris. We

had had fo elect in May in the French capital a CD
of only 15 members (of whom 2 not present at the mo-
ment of the election), the financial situafion of the asso-
ciation at the European level was far. from healthy due to
internal problems, the gap between the antennae and
the CD was becoming wider and wider. AEGEE was
actually living a peried of crisis. Were the aims of the
association still the same 5 years affer its creation # Were
we on the wrong or the right way to achieve them? The
development of AEGEE was at a very controversial point:
East or only West2 How fo judge the democratic situ-
ation of an ex-communist country€ Discussions were go-
ing on about the structure of the Association: some had
the feeling that the AGORA was nof the legislative bo-
dy as it was supposed fo be, cortrolling the work of a re-
presentative CD, ifs execufive body, democratically elec-
ted to put into action the policy. defined by the AGORA.

The programme was really exciting, especially after

The result of this deep crisis, which started after the
AGORA in Orleans (November 1988) was the division
of the active members of AEGEE in 2 groups, the first
leading the Association and the second being a kind of
internal opposition asking and looking for changes. Two
years dffer a relative silence, the ,Opposition” was go-
ing fo raise its voice, and for the first time in AEGEE's
fife, the AGORA would have had the possibility fo.chose
the CD-members. Even if it would not be an individual
choice on every single candidate, the future of the As-
sociation ‘Wwas going to depend on the decision of the
AGORA. Despite some pressures on the leaders of the
Quo Vadis” list (name chosen by the list of opposition
fo express its will of changes) fo present an unique list
of ,compromise” with candidates of both lists, we gat-
hered in Bonn for two long days (and two short nights).

With a background of electoral campaign, American
way, discussions were based on the fact having two

lists. Someone interpreted this situation as another
proof of the crisis of the association. Having one goal
{our contribution to a united Europe), we should have
had only one list with a unique pro-

gramme.

The main point of the programme of
the Quo Vadis list was fo have a >
CD really working for the networl,

close to it, guaranteeing a good w
flow of information and suppor- :
fing the local work of the anten-
nae. After two days of excite-
ment, and after the official
acknowledgement of the first
eastern antenna, AEGEE-
Leipzig, the Quo Vadis list
won the election with absolute maijority, in the

symbolic place of Bonn, an anfenna which had paid the
consequences of its positions against the former CDs.

Besides the fact that two lists were presented, this
AGORA will remain exceptional also by the total num-
ber of candidates to the CD. In fact, even if the new
syster of individual election has represented @ funda-
mental progress for the functioning of the Asseciation, it
is still handicapped by the too low amount of candida-
tes that do not allow the AGORA to have a real power
on the election of the CD. This is one of the most cruci-
ol and eternal problems of AEGEE: the deficit of mem-
bers willing to work at the European level. The CD has
to dedicate a part of its work to the management of the
human resources, by explaining in what is consists of
task in AEGEE-Europe, but also by creating the desire to
join the European level, pointing out the personal ad-
vantages that can be gained.

Cécile Bombail

The first
edition

of the

Key to Europe
presenieo’
AEGEE

and its
yearpian
activities

of 1992
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Students from
different
countries

are building
bricges
through

friendship and .

understanding,
Agora
Kés 1992

From left fo right:
Maria Alvarez,
Michael Merker,
Erik Magilse,
Marco Smits

Budapest, November 1997

Budapest forever. We began preparations for the
AGORA in early September. The task of accommo-
dating over 400 parficipants and organising different
events for them, af first seemed to be an impossible mis-
sion. We hardly knew what AEGEE was all about and
we had no experience in organising

This is the event that has changed the life of AEGEE-

event of this magnitude.
Luckily, the overwhelming enthusiasm of the members
has helped tremendously in overcoming the problems
we faced. In fact, this, the enthusiasm of the members,
was the only factor that made the AGORA possible,
because financially this was

not

exactly an overbudgeted or oversponsored even;.
Market economy at that time was only an idea in Hyp.
gary and not a working formula. AEGEE was complete|

unknown to businesses, so we had to start from scrt

and convince several

firms
that it was worthwhile to support this cause and the event
itself. Naturally, we have received financial and organi-
sational support from AEGEE-Europe and the ,know-
how" was provided by Michoel Merker and Krisztina
Németh. AEGEE-Budapest is very proud to be that we
were the first Eastern European antenna of AEGEE and
it was an honour for us to organise this event.

We have come a long way since, but undoubtedly the
AGORA was and maybe still is one of our major events.
We have organised several successful Summer Universi-
fies and conferences, our members are well known all
over Europe and some of them have even taken part in
the highest decision making body of AEGEE-Europe-
Therefore, it really warms our heart that Budapest was
chosen for the 10th Anniversary AGORA this year. | sin-
cerely hope that we will live up to your expectations
once again and that af the end of the 10th Anniversary
AGORA we can say what we said in 1991:

WE DID [T!

Vazul Toth




Spring 92, Agora on Koés

How did it all start?

It was not exactly in our Antenna’s plans or first priori-
fies to organize an AGORA. AEGEE-Athina present in
the network already since 1986, was walking on a pa-
rallel path together with the other antennce, however,
geographically a couple of thousand km far from the
other locals (at least during the first years of EGEE).
Sure we made two congresses, a couple of SU’s, but an

AGORA, it really seemed too much for us.

It was actually Michael Merker who posed the idea on
the very first day of his arrival to Athina somewhere in
the middle of March ‘91, perhaps one of the first things,
he said when | went fo pick him up from the bus stop.
Wouldn't it be great to have an AGORA here in Athina
where the Word and its content were born 2500 years
ago? It would dlso have a strong impact on the deve-

lopment of the network  here in the South-East of Europe”
he said.

To me (at that time president of AEGEE-Athinal, the
whole idea in the first place seemed rather like a night-
mare. Three or four hundred people, lodging, catering
for all of them... How would we deal with all this? So
the whole thing remained an idea.

As | started getting more and more involved in AEGEE
on the European level and also our antenna was at the
same fime growing, the idea kept spinning in my head.
On July the 4th 1991, a fax came from Georg von der
Gablentz (at that time president of AEGEE-Europe), in
which he wrote us that he was interested in the idea of
having the Spring 92 AGORA organized by AEGEE-
Athina. This rang the bell. So we started thinking not
only whether we could do it, but also where and how.

Why on Kos?

lt's reasonable to ask something like, ,why since people
had to travel fo the edge of Europe you made them tra-
vel to the very edge of ite” Well... there couldn’t have
been a better place than an island. As it would be
spring, the trip of all together on the boat from Athina

to the island, the hotel infrastructure that would be avai-
lable for us since the tourist season would just be star-
ting, and the feeling of an island being ours, were the
best conditions to bring young Europeans together.

Since the Prefect of Kos Mr. Stratos Gomos had shown
inferest in hosting a European Event of our association
on his island, after having heard about our SU activities
of 91 on another island (Lesvos), we approached him

aegee

with a proposal on the

AGORA. Luckily, negotiations went on well, so we
returned from Kos with a letter assuring us that the local
authorities would support us in organising the event.
On September 16th we proudly submitted our candi-
dacy to the CD, with the necessary information and a
draft programme. On September 26th a lefter was sent
to us by the General Secretary of AEGEE-Europe (Eric
Magielse) announcing that we were chosen as the
Spring ‘92 AGORA organisers. But that was only the
start...

Catholic Easter

Qut of this
publication
came the
yeorly
magazine
of AEGEE,
the Key fo

S Europe in

j992




Impressions
of the
Agora

in Kos,

1992

When you organise a huge event like an AGORA, you
have to plan certain things at least six months in ad-
vance. And especially when a 14 hour boat trip in @
low season time is involved, than you really have to
plan everything very corefu“y. So we looked up the
dates and ended up in choosing the weekend of 17th-
19th of April, because in Western Europe on that week-
end it would be Easter, that meant no lessons at univer-
sities. This in our opinion this would make travelling a
lot easier for a lot of our fellow AEGEEists. Also in Eas-
tern Europe, Orthodox Easter would be one week later,
something that would make travelling easier

from

for AEGEEists
this

R

side of the Continent. It
all seemed as if it fitted perfectly until... Some people
from AEGEE-Bonn protested that we were not taking in
account their religious needs, that we would enjoy our
Easter while they would not be able to. So the whole
matter was taken to the PM that was taking place in
Krakow, with AEGEE-Bonn presenting a proposal fo
postpone the AGORA for later. That would have been a
total disaster as the dates were already fixed and ever-
ything already booked. What did we do? We offered
to bring a Catholic priest from a nearby island who
would open a church especially for us and hold a spe-
cial mass. So a special bus would pick up interested
people from the hotel on Friday and Saturday evening,
take them to church and directly afterwards drive them
to the party... And that is what happened.

Murphy’s law

Well, they say that the most impossible things can hap-
pen exactly when you don‘t need them. What do you
say about a strike of the sailor’s union announced just
4 days before the expected arrival of about 300 AEGEE-
ists who were supposed to travel by ship to Kos? Yes,
that was exactly what happened! Already months befo-
re we had planned every defail concerning meeting
points, youth hostels in Athina, hotels on Kos and, of
course, the massive boat trip to Kos. On Saturday eve-
ning, the very last Saturday before the AGORA, just by

coincidence one of our members heard on the v !
that a strike of the sailor’s union had started agains; 3
new taxation law. Worst of all the strike was of unlin,.
ted duration...

The worker’s right above all!

Well, sometimes you have to use your diplomacy skils
And then you try fo convince the president of the sailorg
syndicate to let the vessel go, with argu-
ments like ,it will be o ri-

dicule for
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our country if we have 400
participants hocking around in the port of Pireaus wait-
ing for the vessel to sail, ond you wouldn't like to be res-
ponsible for this, would you?” But if the standard
answer to each of your arguments is: ,the workers right
goes above all”, then you start thinking, ,who else can
we think of who can solve our problem”?

The minister resigns...

OK, let's say that you didn’t succeed with Mr. Union-lea-
der, and you still have that gigantic last minute pro-
blem, just about to blow up your whole event. But you
are |uc|<y orat least you think you are, because through
incredible connections you managed to get an appoint-
ment with the minister for Foreign Affairs, who has a lof
of influence within the government and you hope he
can in some way solve your problem. How? Let's say for
example by getting o military vessel from the ministry of
defence, fo transport the people. No, dont laugh, that
seemed at that moment to be our last chance. And let's
say that you have an appointment at 11:00 and you
wait for the minister to return from a meeting he had
with the President of the Repub“c, the Prime-minister and
the heads of the opposition parties. And you wait outsi-
de his office and suddenly at 11:05 you see everybody
packing their things, you start wondering why and you
ask: ,Is he coming now“2 ,No he’s not coming at all, he
resigned just 5 minutes ago because of disagreements
on foreign policy”!!l ,And when can we talk with the
new foreign minister2” was our question knowing if




would make no sense at all since our departure was
scheduled in two days anyway. ,We didn't know, you
<hould ask for an appointment in two days when he'll
jake over but we will not be here anyway* said one of
e minister’s councellors who just @ few minutes ago
together with Stathis Mihos we had after a long discus-
sion finally convinced about how important our issue was.

The good God of AEGEE

S0 who was left to go now to the prime minister, or let's
better say God? And you know how much fime it takes
lo get such an appointment. Well in case you wonder
how people findlly travelled to Kos, the good god of
AEGEE made the Minister of Finance accept the re-
quests of the sailors (of course by pure coincidence and
not following @ request of ours), so they would finally
pay fewer taxes. So the strike stopped exactly one day
before our departure. A huge sigh of relief came from
our chests when the boat departed from the port of Pi-
reaus, with hundreds of AEGEEists who had' not felt
anything of our anxiety.

The event itself.

well, after all the AGORA from the organisational point
of view just rolled on perfectly something that made Lo
renzo Peroni write in his ,The Search for Europe’s End"”
article, in the AEGEE-Aachen magazine Telegraph: The
Master of Ceremonies, AEGEE-Athina... really ma-
naged to defiver the best-organised Agora | haye ever
been at”. A superb hofel, good meals, specially arran-
ged bus fransportation and a lot of other facilities that
were kindly offered to us by the local authorifies helped
us make this AGORA a special event. Also the atmos-
phere on the island was great. I its capital everything
was AEGEE, AEGEE-flags ot the enfrance of the port
next to the: Gr'eek;qnd"lﬁe European Union ones, also
flags and AEGEE-posters everywhere in the town, even
a big banner over the old castle-bridge with ,AEGEE -
building bridges across Europe” on it. More than 400
participants came, and especially a lot from the new

tefritories of AEGEE (East and South-East) with a lot of

th oying the island's spring beauties for a couple
of days, before or dfter the event. The AGORA in a
rare oceasion started and finished as scheduled. The
hoftest ffems were the discussion of the expansion of
AEC E info Turkey which was at the end milded to
granting the contact status to AEGEE-Istanbul only. An-
other hot item were the exclusion

of AEGEE-Moskva and of course the elections that led
to the presidency of Jeroen Hoogerwerf dfter the with-
drawal of Georg von der Gablentz following a long
successful term as president. Of course, other proposals
with subjects such as non confidence votes towards CD
members, the duration of the term of the Members
Commission efc. were there foo but most of them have
already been long forgotten and perhaps have already
changed more than once. At the end of the AGORA
around noon, an unexpected thunder- storm with heavy
rainshower made the weather look a little scary concer-
ning the afternoon departure of the ship, but after a few
hours it gave place to a beautiful afternoon light coming
in through the clouds.

The impact of the event on AEGEE-ATHINA

The main thing that should be left to an antenna after
having organized a large event (besides the joy of offe-
ring something to your fellow AEGEEists), is the positi-
ve follow up fowards your own antenna. Around 60 of
our members more or less got actively involved in the
organization of the event. For a lot of them this was the
first time they had ever overtaken a responsibility that
allowed them to discover in themselves executive or
organizational skills, sometimes even leadership poten-
fial. This event rewarded AEGEE-Athina with the status
of a lorge and capable of doing things antenna. This in
the eyes of our guests, but first of all in the eyes of our
own members. Organizing a large event should in no
way become a one or five or even fen people show,
because after that your reserves for further AEGEE-
commitment and contribution are totally used up. Orga-
nising a large event can be a crossroads with enlarge-
ment and improvement but it can also be a crossroads
with disaster for an antenna. Fortunately for us it was
the first, and this mainly because of good partners in
work (thank you Stathis, Theofano, Errikos, Tassos... and
all others that would take a page to mention) and good
planning. And of course thanks to all of you who were
there. Llong live AEGEE!!!

mMichalis Tzortzis

Some AEGEF faces at o congress in Berlin
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In January 1984 the opportunity arose fo set up a six months cooperation

between five French Grandes Ecoles in Paris. At first it had very few

to do with Europe as the aim of the collaboration was the organisation

of a huge student gathering in Paris. After the cancellation of the project in summer

1984 a group of students met again and in January 1985 about 15 people

started the organisation of EGEE I. A problem was how to find

European students since at that time student exchanges simply did not exist.

nage of Mr Mitterrand, President of the French re-

public, Mr Giscard d'Estaing, former President, Mr
Chirac and Mr Barre, former Prime Ministers, gathered
about 350 students for one week in Paris and included
simoultaneous lectures by more than 60 lecturer. Recep-
tions at the Assemblée Nationale and the Town Hall
were part of the programme as well as a nightly boat-
trip, a European film evening and a final Gala ot the
Opera.

EGEE | started on April 16, 1985 under the patro-

After a plenary session on April 16, a series of seminars
on topics such as European Cultures, The New Challen-
ges of a Social Europe, Unification of Europe, European
Defense, Images of Europe, Europe and the Third World,
The Future of Industrial Europe, Common Foreign Policy,

Impressions of the AGORA of Utrecht,
November 1993,

Europe and Environement, Reasearch and Development
and a European University System were scheduled
throughout the week. The week was closed by a final
plenary session on April 22 and a closing Gala in the
Chateau de Maison Laffitte.

Despite great difficulties to get the congress starfed tur-
ned out to be a fremendous success. An extraordinary
atmosphere established itself among the participants
and already during the week a group of students from
Munich agreed to give it a continuation and to organise
EGEE Il one year later in Munich.

Franck Biancheri

Jeroen Hoogerwerf, Honory Member, spring 1993
right: Zsuzsa Kigyds, Summer 1993




Lorsqu'il fut décidé de créer un événement a l'image

des ambitions d’AEGEE-Europe, il nous parut naturel

de nous orienter vers une manifestation a I'échelle

européenne mais qui n’avait jamais été réalisée auparavant.

Le concept d'une liaison vidéo

par satellite entre plusieurs villes d’Europe étaif né.

Liaison vidéo par satellite

ofre objectif étant fixg, il follait le réaliser. A

force de persuasion et de ténacité nous sommes

arrivés & convaincre les différents parfenaires
(ministéres des télecommunications européens, Eutelsat,
efc.) de nous suivre techniquement et financierement.
Cette ,Nuit Européenne” a été pour nous ['illustration
parfaite du fondement de notre démarche: définir les
obiectifs , et se donner les moyens de les réaliser tout en
faisant abstraction des obstacles. Concevoir l'obstacle
comme paramétre dynamisant. Cefte soirée symbolise
non seulement un exploit technique mais aussi un réel
travail d’équipe au niveau européen. Sans une coordi-
nafion et un échange & tout instant d'informations &
'échelle européenne, il aurait été impossible de réaliser
ce projet. Grace & cette cohésion 'aspect technique pas-
sait qu second plan au profit de la démonstration qu'il
était possible de réaliser un projet européen.

Quant au scénario de la soirée, nous l'avions voulu & la
fois culturel, idéologique et ludique. Culturel par la pre-
station de nombreux chanteurs et méme d’acteurs. En
effet 'Europe ne doit pas s'arréter & cette image de fon-
ctionnaires en costumes gris. L'Europe est une entité plei-
ne de vie, créafrice et s'illustre parfaitement dans le
domaine du cinéma, de la musique et de la littérature.
Idéologique par l'invitation de nombreux

hommes politiques ré-

putés pour leur

combat en faveur de

'Europe. C'est justement

ce mélange de génération

qui nous a fortement motivé.

Il est facilement observable qu'il
existe en quelque sorte un fossé de
génération entre les partisans de
'Europe et ceux dont la seule préoccu-
pation est d'oublier leurs désillusions d’en-

fants g&tés des trenfe glorieuses. Cette passerelle nous
'avons créée par notre discours qui a toujours été une
projection dans I'avenir et par ['vtilisation des techni-
ques nouvelles. Ludique, car nous avions pu nous pro-
curer les vidéos d'images de synthése les plus évoluées
de I'époque. Symbole du modernisme et de la concep-
tualisation européenne, ces films évoquaient une adap-
tation de |'Europe aux défis actuels par une technologie
adéquate associée & une réflexion fondamentale. Le
succes de la soirée a participé grandement au dévelop-
pement d’ AEGEE-Europe.

En regardant vers le passé il ne faut pas oublier les diffi-
cultés et les lassitudes qui sont autant de poisons & la
volonté de défendre la vision neuve que nous avions, et
que nous avons toujours, de I'Europe que nous voulons.
Les combats que nous avons menés contre les réticences
nationales contre les tracasseries administratives {autori-
<ation des faisceaux montants et descendants), contre le
scepticisme ambiant (technologiquement impossible),
nous avons pu les gagner gréice a un impératif : exami-
ner toutes les solutions possibles pour afteindre nofre
objectif dans les délais impartis. S'imposer une échéance
nous a frés souvent permis la réalisation de nos projets.

Nofre avenir ne sera que ce que nous voulons en faire.
Prendre aujourd’hui la responsabilite d'un projet
européen accepter de s'intégrer au sein d'une équipe
européenne sans prédominance nationale (hors compeé-
fence spécifique) est un véritable défi en soi. Les moyens
actuels ef 'évolution des mentalités vers une recherche
de l'information, dont le multimédia peut étre un exem-
ple, devraient permettre I'éclosion de nombreux projets
novateurs au sein d’AEGEE-Europe pendant les dix pro-
chaines années.

Philippe Micaelli



Europe — the Unfinished Symphony

en we founded EGEE-leiden in 1985, the
interest for European integration was at an
all-time low. The ,die-hard Europeans” who

we approached to join our board of trustees were sur-
prised by our enthusiasm to establish a European stu-
dent network. Despite the ,Euro-pessimism” we mana-
ged to find speakers and sponsors for the first EGEE event
in Leiden: A conference of industrialisation in Europe,
organised simultaneously with similar student conferen-
ces in Paris, Brussels, Nice, Munich, London and Milan.
About 100 people showed up, mostly our own friends
and students from other Dutch universities, but also some
other Europeans. | am not sure anyone really grasped
the rather technical material, but the atmosphere was
superb, friendships blossomed and enthusiasm for EGEE
and increasing student exchanges surged.

We were very proud to organise the third annual EGEE
conference in February 1987 which we named ,EGEE I,
Europe — the Unfinished Symphony”. It became a huge

event. The opening address by the Dutch Prime Minister
Ruud Lubbers was attended by over 600 persons, inclu-
ding all EC Ambassadors and students who had travel-
led from as far away as Madrid and Athens. We deba-
ted ot length about the po|iticc1| and economic future of
Europe and ended with a session on student exchange
and in particular the ERASMUS programme. EGEE had
become a voice in Brussels; a voice which called for stu-
dent mobility. A voice which | am sure was the driving
force behind the now so popular ERASMUS program-
me. Looking back, | realise EGEE was the most valuable
experience of my years in Leiden. The European Sym-
phony is a work in progress. We must confinue to work
with all available instruments to find the harmony Eu-
rope needs. | know AEGEE is one of those instruments;
you must continue fo composel!

H. van Nofttenr

European Industrial Co-operation in Space

successful ARIANE rocket is a rare success story of

integrated industrial cooperation among
European companies and, as far as research is concer-
ned, the members states. Maybe due fo this fact, but
certainly also the New Frontier philosophy Space travel-
ling entails it has a lot of appeal to young people,
Space has been selected as a topic for AEGEE con-
gresses,

The European space industry with its flagship, the

It began with a ,Space Weekend” in Toulouse in
November 1986, gathering students of aeronautics for
a weekend in Toulouse. Since the theme was so inte-
resting, and industry eager to show up with speakers, a
second congress of this type had been planned since
early 1987 in Munich. A congress dedicated exclusive-
ly to the different space transportation vehicles propo-
sed by industry and research institutes was organised.
Rather technical details were discussed, always in mind

the achievements of the European Space industry and
the challenges ahead. A third Space congress, organi-
sed again in Toulouse in  November 1988, with a lot
more of themes included, made AEGEE look semi-pro-
fessional. Legal questions enlarged the scope of the
series. Delft was the antenna to carry on the torch, with
its fourth Space congress organised in 1992. This
AEGEE-Europe event was organised in a co-operation
between 4 anfennae Aachen, Delft, Eindhoven and
Enschede. The major contents was dedicated fo the
coming industrial usage of our space.This topic gathe-
red more than 350 participants and demonstrated that
there is a huge continuing interest and awareness insi-
de AEGEE about the future development of the use of
space. Therefore we can be courious about the next
Space congress.

Christoph H. Vaagt
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Mainz 1988

EGEE-Mainz was founded on the day in Decem-
Aber 1987 when Reagan and Gorbe chev signed

he INF treaty, a first step to the end of the Cold
War and certainly an important development after years
of protest and upheaval in Western Europe and especi-
ally (West) Germany against missile deployment. But at
that time the Cold War was not yet over, nobody expec-
ted the Berlin Wall to come down. 1987 and 1988 were
years of intense debate about the European pillar in the
Atlantic Alliance. Views diverged especially between
France (not a member of NATO's military integration),
Germany {the divided front-line state which had to rely
on American troops) and the USA. France wanted to
strengthen the European pillar (an expression by the late
J. F. Kennedy), the USA and NATO feared a breakup of
the Atlantic Alliance, and Germany tried to please both
camps (1987 first Franco-German manoeuvres). Today
in 1995 that debate is not over, but the security situati-
on has completely changed.

Thus in 1988 AEGEE-Mainz, after a conference with EC
officials, MEPs, and representatives of high-tech firms
about European technology policy in February, laun-
ched its first big event in May 1988 together with the CD
of the time. The aim was to unite speakers who would
present the widest possible political and ,geographical”
range of opinions on the defence issue and to convene
as many students as possible from all over Europe in
order to engage in a wider debate on security. And
indeed we managed to bring representatives of NATO,
WEU and government officials from different states
together with politicians and pacifists. Many researchers
were also present. All in all speakers came from 8 coun-
tries including neutral Ireland.

One of the highlights of the three-day conference was
big controversy between a French general and a Ger-
man Green and pacifist. The discussion arrived at the
brink of being broken up by the General's assistant be-
cause France was being insulted. But the General did
not retreat and the 120 participants from 12 countries
had a most exciting time. The day closed with shared ro-
violi and a big European party. The next day the Gene-
ral and the pacifist attended the concluding roundtable
of Ambassadors, researchers and WEU representatives
sifting peacefully together. They had apparently made
friends. This is symbolic of what we wanted to achieve:
confront the divergent views on a sensitive subject, lead
an open discussion which this kind of high-level repre-

sentatives can hardly have elsewhere than in a universi-
ty packed with students from all over Europe. Finally, we
wanted to come up with some new ideas and provide a
variety of insights to the participants.

In January 1989 AEGEE-Mainz came out with the first
AEGEE pub|ication (The future of European defence). Al-
most all participants had written a paper for us which
we published. The press echo was very satisfying too.
We thus established a brandname of seriousness which
lead a delegation of AEGEE-Mainz to be invited by the
President of the WEU Assembly to Paris, invitations by
NATO to AEGEE (different antennae) to pursue discus-
sion with HQ officials, by an MEP to visit
Strasbourg and to conferences on

Europe in Luxembourg.
On the local
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and regional level we were
very successful, oo, New teams addressed new subjec-
ts and later earned a special prize by the Ministry for
European affairs (a participant in the Eurodefence con-
gress) for their commitment to international issues and
exchange.

But the event also showed the sensitiveness of the sub-
ject. The CD of AEGEE did not want to pursue
Eurodefence on a high level and as a working group.
The East-West Working Group was founded instead to
take up some of those issues in o wider context. Rightly
50, because fortunately we have entered an era of East-
West co-operation instead of East-West confrontation.

| believe that this congress would not have been possible
with a great team, namely Nathalie Driicke, Kora Kristin
Damman, UIf Kutzner and many others.

Uwe Wissenbach

The congress
Xenophobial”,
Freiburg 1993



liant example how AEGEE could reflect on and con-

iribute to existing political developments in Europe.
This commitment has also changed AEGEE a lot during
the last years.

The three East-West Relations congresses are a bril-

In the end of the nineties the whole of Europe became
more and more aware of its relations to its Eastern part
and so did AEGEE. Hence AEGEE established in 1988
a Working Group called East-West, which should deal
with the relations between Eastern and Western stu-
dents. For the Working Group it seemed to

be necessary to draw

more

lefi:

Ruud Lubbers of the
President’s Meeting
in Aachen, 1993
rigrht:

Speakers in Aachen

attention
of our members to-
wards this topic, therefore they
organised in May 1989 their first East
West Relations congress in the Berlin Reichstag.
AEGEE-Berlin carried out their second congress in co-
operation with the East-West Working Group, nonethe-
less Berlin seemed to be the right to do so due to its spe-
cial location and position between East and West — it
could be regarded as a transmittor. Maybe this special
atmosphere infected about 250 participants and enab-
led the congress to show a very positive outcome. The
students were well informed about the specific problems
in  the relations between Eastern and Western Europe,
which was increased by special Working Group sessi-
ons.

It has to be said that this congress and the work of the
EWWG ensured an intellectuel preparation of our
members to be able to establish antennae in Eastern
Europe after the fall of the Iron Curtain in November
1989. This congress has been followed by a second
event in May 1990, which was fitled ,A European
Future for the German Question”. Again AEGEE acted

as a forerunner to discuss the changes in Eastern Eu-
rope and the possible reunification of Germany in the
East-West relations context. The congress showed
AEGEE’s new dimension, because the last day of the
event was held in Leipzig, our first antenna in the former
Eastern Europe. This was a chance for many of our
members to step behind the old Iron Curtain to meet
their colleagues in the East and win more members in
this place.

The third East West congress was carried with o new

tool of AEGEE. In the beginning an academy in Salz-

burg should work as an introductory intensive course on

East-West Relations. About 50 participants selected in

written rounds in advance had to prepare special pa-
pers for the coming congress. The

Salzburg
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Academy in
November 1990 was
the first of its kind, which was in-

troduced succcessfully as a new AEGEE tool.

The main congress was afterwards held in Miinchen and
could gather more than 500 students from all over Eu-
rope. AEGEE-Miinchen undertook the successful initiati-
ve to invite besides important speakers among them
Frans Andriesen, students from all the Eastern European
countries. Many students realised their different and
equal thoughts and problems about our continent, it
acted as a real Etats Genéraux of students in Europe.
This event increased the existing willingness of AEGEE to
enter very fast in Eastern Europe to create a real Euro-
pean network.

Editorial Team
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Our Common Responsibility

Energy I, Energy and Europe

24 — 26 April 1991

The AEGEE-locals Amsterdam, Leiden and Rotterdam
took the initiative to organise a first conference on the
energy problem because they felt the necessity to famili-
arise European students with one of the biggest challen-
ges of the human race: Energy. How can we provide
sufficient supply of energy without endangering our en-
vironmenté Energy in fact controls our lives but can we
control our energy? These questions p|qyed an important
role in the international debates and consequently the
relationship between expenditure on energy, environ-
mental protection and economic prosperity has become
the main issue of the discussions.

At the first day in Rotterdam after giving a historical
overview of the energy problem and a short glimpse into
the future, lectures dealing with the economic impact of
changing energy consumption patterns and the transiti-
on of one energy form to another one followed. The se-
cond day in Leiden focused on the European energy po-
licy, including the setting up of a European energy mar-
ket as mentioned in the ,Lubbers’ Energy Plan”. The final
day was held in Amsterdam and dealt with prospects of
issues such as: available energy sources, their potential
use, their impact on the environment and the renewed
interest of politicians and scientists in nuclear energy.

Energy lI, The Potential of Renewable Energy
27 — 29 of April 1994,

Three years after the first energy conference, Energy |l
was the second to cover a part of this subject. The confe-
rence in Delft narrowed the subject down to ,The Poten-
tial of Renewable Energy”, displaying the potential and
technical possibilities of renewable energies.

Energy is one of the fundamentals of our modern society.
In our daily lives we use a lot of energy in the form of
electricity, heat, gas or other fuels. Could you imagine a
day without using these forms of energy? Though not
many people realise it, it takes a lot of energy to make
and produce every item we have. With the increasing
industrial production and atomisation, the energy de-
mand keeps on rising and rising. However, we cannot
sustain the current situation much longer.

We are slowly but steadily diminishing our fossil fuel re-
serves. We are also increasingly becoming aware of the
environmental damage that the use of nuclear power

and fossil fuels can cause. The greenhouse effect, CO2
emissions, air pollution, acid rain, smog problems, and
the storage of nuclear waste are environmental problems
we are all aware of. A lot of discussions, research and
media attention is given to these items, but very little is
being done to solve the prob|ems. The use of renewable
energy sources is an answer.

The main obijectives of the conference were thre-
efold: to raise awareness of environ-

mental problems; to inform
the participants about
the possibilities and pro-
blems of renewable energy;
and to establish and improve
contacts between the partici-
pants from all over Europe. To ful-
fil these objectives, we tried to pre-
sent a varied program covering a
wide range of topics. The first two days
were filled with lectures about the environ- "

ment and all the forms of renewable energy:

their history, their current problems and their

potential for the future. There were people to speak
about the world summit on environment in Rio de
Janeiro, about the costs of environmental po||ution,
about future forecosfs, about phofovohoics, thermal
solar energy, small scale hydropower, wind energy,
geothermal energy, biomass, and many other topics.

Simultaneously there was an exhibition where compa-
nies working in the field of renewable energy could in-
troduce themselves and their products. The last day of
the conference was filled with excursions fo interesting
and educational sites in the Netherlands.

The speakers kept everybody interested with their lively
speeches we are sure they have enjoyed the packed
conference hall, with so many interested participants of
such diversity. We had a good time organising Energy
Il and we were amazed by enthusiasm and dedication
of so many people for the conference. We hope some-
where in Europe somebody will quickly pick up the lead
and will start organising Energy |Il.

Sjoerd Verhoef
Joop Suurmeier

Ritee Stissmuth at the
President’s Meefing
in Aachen, 1993



EGEE-Budapest and AEGEE-Europe undertook
Athe initiative fo organize an academy about the
evaluation of the TEMPUS Scheme. The aca-
demy event-took place in Budapest, November 20-22,
1992. There were about 80 participants mostly from the

eligible countries.

The main goal through organising this academy was to
prepare the first evaluation study from both the univer-
sity and student points of view about the first phase of
the TEMPUS programme. The Academy wanted to
serve as an informalion market, offering an opportuni-
ty to show how TEMPUS practically works, what possi-
bilities it offers in the field of student mobility in Eastern
Europe and in what ways it has to be improved. By invit-
ing students and university officials, the organizers wan-
ted to provide a real overview and evaluation of the
work that TEMPUS has carried out. Nonetheless repre-
sentatives from the National TEMPUS Offices and from
the EC TEMPUS Office gave their opinions about their
co-operation with the students and the universities.
Different discussion groups and roundtables enabled the
participants fo touch all the interesting matters. AEGEE-

Budapest wanted to organize a real European event
However we were very much aware of the difficulties tq
make an evaluation study in three days. We also felt that
it is important that students could show their awareness
of the importance of student mobility in Central/Eastern
Europe. This academy gave the possibility for everyho-
dy to inform themselves about the different opinions and
to discuss together about the future of the student mob;-
lity. Another aim of the academy was to promote the
TEMPUS Programme and show how TEMPUS puts into
practice the ideas of AEGEE: European infegration and
co-operation of students.

All the resulis have been pub|ished in a brochure, which
was spread out at the universities, institutions and among
our members, in order to give everybody the opportuni-
ty to examinate our discussions and conclusions. Ne-
vertheless at the academy was the AEGEE TEMPUS
Working Group established, which had to take over the
torch of our continious relations to the TEMPUS scheme.

Zsuzsa Kigyos

Deeply concerned by the growing tendency towards racism, xenophobia, and discri-

mination in society, AEGEE-Europe declares itself against all forms of discrimination

and racism based on religion race, sex, culture or social background. AEGEE-Europe

has integrated several activities into one theme ,Striving for Tolerance2!”

~Anti-Semitism in Europe Today”, Heidelberg,
June 1993

Xenophobia and anti-Semitism have recently made the
headlines in Germany and other countries, the reason
for AEGEE-Heidelberg to organise a conference on the
topic of anfi-Semitism. We wanted fo find out about the
different manifestations of anti-Semitism in Europe to-
day. The introduction was a lecture on the historical di-
mensions of the subject. The next day we had the plea-
sure to welcome the Chairman of the Central Board of
Jews in Germany, Ignatz Bubis, who gave an account of

the current situation in Germany. He poinfed out that
Jews are still regarded as foreigners by many persons:
not as German citizens. A remarkable atmosphere reig-
ned ot the conference, a ambience of exchange between
speakers and- students.

~Xenophobia! Are You a Racist?”, Freiburd
November 1993

Xenophobia and racism have reached a critical Ghd
sometimes threatening level in Europe. Therefore speci©
efforts to combat them are necessary. The present e




dency fo deal with racism by using polemics and vapid
thetoric calls for a differentiated and comprehensive ap-
p,-ooch. In order to contribute hereto, 240 students from
16 countries met in Freiburg in November 1993 for a
conference bearing the title ,Xenophobial Are You o Ra-
cist2”. The aim of the meeting was to investigate the cau-
ses and consequences of xenophobia in Europe and to
discuss possible solutions. To that end we examined his-
torical, economical, socio-cultural and political aspects.
Priority was given to the individual confrontation with
the question to what extent each of us is unconsciously
afraid of strangers. The search for solutions must conti-
nue and find its permanent place within our association,
so that concrete actions against all forms of discrimina-
fion become more and more frequent.

,,Ethnic Minorities”, Budapest, February 1994
The problem of minorities has become one of the most
important questions of the 20th century, especially on
our continent. Europe has many nations and ethnic
groups with different languages, cultures and historical
backgrounds. These differences have always been a

tudents of today will be the European citizens of

tomorrow and for that very reason they need fo

receive a European dimension in their education.
European dimension means the possibility during the
normal period of studies to get in touch with different
ways of teaching and learning, get in touch with other
cultures and languages. Mobility, both physical and
infellectual, has represented and represents the best
mean to reach this aim and this has been showed by
the success of the mobility programms launched by the
European Community.

But, until today, mobility has been more a physical one,
giving as such the chance to a cerfain amount of stu-
dents to spend @ study period abroad. The students who
received this possibility represent today only the 5% of
the total number of students. What about the 95% left
home? Intellectual mobility has been the answer propo-
sed by the European Community. Intellectual mobility
means having the flexibility o take advantage of facili-
fies of the various Members States, understanding the
context of Europe , and being able to discern and apply
OPpropriates solutions from all that Europe offers.

high risk to stability and peace and many times led to
wars and destruction. Each conflict between nationalities
may lead sooner or later to a conflict between countries.
We do not need to eliminate all differences, rather we
should try to find common roots, historical motivation to
accept and appreciate different cultures and customs.
One of the main goals of education must therefore be a
discussion of historical and political roots of such problems
mixed with ,real life” experiences to understand the rich
European heritage better.

We want to confront the individual with hidden prejudices
and increase the awareness of the size and complexity of
the problem of racism, xenophobia and discrimination in
sociefy. Awareness will allow to undertake concrete ac-
tions in daily life. As European students we believe that
the action ,Striving for Tolerance?!” was contributing to
the fighting of xenophobia, racism and discrimination.
AEGEE will continue to co-ordinate similar actions.

14

Editorial Team

#hysical and Intellectual Mobility

This theorical background has been the starting point of
the conference which the Education Working-Group
has organised last November. The conference was
mainly two aims fold: on one hand it was focusing on
physical mobility to realize an evaluation of it from the
students point of view; on the other hand was meant to
provide knowledge fo students regarding the new con-
cept of intellectual mobility, since this has been introdu-
ced in the new SOCRATES program as a feature of the
future action of the European Community in the field of
education.

The conference was, in the end, a quite fruitful one and
proved to be worth for students to have the possibility to
exchange views, get information and ask questions
about a topic as education, which concern them on first
rank. It has been as well quite relevant because it has
given to them the chance to express their point of view
on the fopics, in order to have their voice heard at insti-
tutional level, trough the presentation of the results’
booklet.

Gisella Gori
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The

Comité Directeur
in Heidelberg,
1994

AEGEE Events since 1985

1985

April

1986

January

March
April
October
November

EGEE I: Foundation Paris
European Student Utopia or Reality? Bruxelles
Industrial Europe Leiden
European Space Technology London
Towards a European Defence Policy Paris
A European Financial System Milano
Integration of Southern Europe Miinchen
Towards a Dala Processing Europe Nice
Media in Europe Strasbourg
The European Nights: ? anfennae
EGEE II: Convention Week Miinchen
Crossborderline Development Nijmegen
Europe ond Middle East;; Agora, Heidelberg
Presidents’ Meeting Bruxelles
The European Monefary System Minchen
1st European Space Congress Toulouse
The Pharmaceutical Industry in Europe Paris

1987

January

February

European Week Madrid
European Ecology Politics ' Heidelberg
Importance for Europe Brest

EGEE III: Europe,

March

April

July
August
September
October

November

December

1988

January
February

March

April

May

June

July
Summer
September
October

November

The Unfinished Symphany; Agora Leiden
Which Defence for Europe? Amsterdom
European Culture Barcelong
Future for the European Communities Bruxelles
Genelic Engineering in Europe Delft
Air Transport in Europe London
Europe’s Position in Concert of Nations Luxembourg
Euromanagers ‘87 Ksln
Europe Between East and West Kiel
Mediterranean Environment Madirid
A Technology Strategy for Europe Milano
Sports in Europe Nice
Political Marketing in Europe Paris
Business: Which Approach for Europe? Strasbourg
Media in the Membership Countries Lyon
Between Europe and the Middle East Athina
European Colloguium on Literature Heidelberg
Apoikia Madrid
Presidents’ Meeting . Delft
Europe Beyond Reykjavik Nurnberg
Completing the Internal Market Hamburg
L'Europe des Technopales Nice
The European Currency Unit Louvain-|,-N.
Agora Sevilla
Youth Unemployment in Europe Kgln/Bonn
2nd European Space Congress Miinchen
Ter Congres Europe-Afrique Paris
Multilinguality-Problem for Europe? Kiel
Euromanagers ‘88 Bruxelles
Presidents’ Meeting LoUVGi”'I"_N'
Colloquium on Technology Mo
EEC and Easfern Europe Lyen
External Economic Relations Kiel
European Week ‘88: London
Europe-Latin America Congress: Strasblourg
EGEE IV: European Internal Market Mflono
Agora M'I?no
EuroDefence ‘88: Mally
L'Utilisation du Droit Communautaire Re'.rlr;:
Who Builds Europe? LI'.H
2nd European Cullural Week Beil')
Agricultural Policy of the EEC Homb/102:
0 N - He]de”Jerg
Political and Economic Implications
Summer Universities EULC.'EZ
South-Europe-Countries Towards 1992 . ;les
Conference on European Languages Brufeken
Presidents’ Meeting saorbfus o
Initiatives for International Education 8390"5
Agora




The Aims of Higher Education
Art Europe

3rd European Spuce Congress
AIDS: Problems in Europe

December  European Food Market

1989

January  Human Rights
February  Envi‘thine'ment
March Presidents” Meeting
European Week
Terrorism in Europe
April East-West Relations in Europe
EGEE V: Women in Europe
Agora
European Finance
May Road Security
Development of EEC after 1992
Tele-Communicating for Europe
June A La Recherche d Identité Européenne
July EEC-EFTA: Pariners in Europe
New Sports in Europe
Summer Summer Universities
September  Presidents” Meeting
October Transport in Europe
Working in Europe
Is the Future Southward Bound?
Moot Court
November Agora
December Healthy Europe

Europe of the Regions

1990

January Information Technology Market
First Environmental Week
Fortress Europe?
February  Japan-A Magic World
March Presidents” Meeting
Cultureclash?
April Is Europe Forgetting Lalin America?
May EGEE VI: Europe is our Time; Agora
European Future for German Question
Invention and Innovation for Europe
Summer  Summer Universities
September Presidents’ Meeting
October Eurolawyers & Euroculture
European Media Policy
The European Wine Market
November East West Relations
Agora
December TEAM /90

University in the 21st Century Europe

199

February  Internal Corporate Communication;
Presidents” Meeling
March Moot Court Finals
Bt Non EC Imigration in EC-counfries
pril JLove Education”, Birth Contral
AIDS in Europe
1st Enviranmental Congress
EGEE VII: Energy and Europe
May Agora

Environmental Week

Week for Ecological Action & Reflection

Utrecht
Kaln
Toulouse
Freiburg
Bonn

London
Amsterdam
Lyon
Louvain-F.-N.
Leiden
Berlin
Madrid
Salamanca
Rolterdam
Nimes
Minchen
Saarbriicken
Heidelberg
Hamburg
Karlsruhe
Europe
Amsterdam
Delft
Aachen
Groningen
Firenze
Salerno
Oviedo
Sevilla

Enschede
Europe

Bonn
Amsterdam
Minchen
Leiden
Madrid

Paris

Berlin
Saarbriicken
Europe
Karlsruhe
Utrecht
Nijmegen
Mainz
Miin./Salzb.
Bonn

Milano
Salamanca

Groningen
Utrecht
Perugia
Ferrara
Poznan
Minster
Amst./Leiden
Amsterdam
EnvWG
Milano

June
July
Summer

September

October

November

December

1992

February

March

April

May

June
July
August
Summer
October

How to do Culture in Three Days? Bonn
Scandinavian Congress Heidelberg
Eurape it's Music Passau
European School Madrid
Sumimer Universities Europe
Erasmus-Academy Oviedo
Environmental Congress Budapest
Presidents” Meeling Bordeaux
Rhine & Dine Koblenz
East-West Relations Academy Salzburg
East-West Academy Debrecen
AEGEE expands in the Balkans Greece
Men and Women. Neverending Story?  Saarbriicken
Visions of the East Nijmegen
New Forms of Co-operation in Europe Konstanz
Blue Platform Annecy
Erasmus Congress Genéve/Frib.
Modern Literature in Europe Kaln
Agora Budapest
TEAM ‘91 Milano
Poland and the EC Homburg
French & Germans in Europe M Wiesh,

Ecological Crisis Tallinn
Winterschool Delft
The United States of Europe? Freiburg
Education and Quality | Perugia/Leid.
Presidents” Meeting Krakéw
Europe of the Regions Academy Leuven
Slovenia in Europe Ljubljana
Moot Court, Final Luxembourg
Europe of the Regions Congress Minchen
Integration on the Balkans and the EC Sofija
Agora in Kos Athina
2nd Environmental Congress Riga
Communication and New Media Erl.-Nurnb.
Alfrica: Now or Never Amsterdam
3rd Environmental Week Europe
Education and Quality I Perugio/Leid.
Tele-Visions Utrecht
Space IV Conference Europe
The Cultural Clash of Religions Leipzig
Food'92: Palitics, Economics & Nutrition Maastricht
European School Madrid
Environmental Academy Oviedo
Summer Universities Europe
Presidents’ Meeling Turku

Impression of a
Summer Universiiy,
1994 in Aachen
Dorion Selz,
President of
ALGEE-Furope,
1994



left:
Christina Thorsson,
Presiclent 1994/95

right:
Presidents” Meeting
Helsinki, 1994

Africa in Europe a challenge
AIDS Conference
Wine & Dine
Students of the Atlantic Border
November Quo Vadis Czechoslovakia?
TEMPUS Academy
EGEE VIil:
Social Dimension of Europe
Agora
TEAM 92

December

1993

February  Presidents’ Meeting

.Die Hanse"in Northern Europe
Crime in Europe

European School

Erasmus Academy

Erasmus Congress

European Health Care

Alfrica Today

Traffic Congress

Wine Congress

March

April

Financial Consequences of Merging

‘Agora

CHAMP ‘93 Finals

Journee de |'Europe

ECU Congress

Creative Congress

Europe and the Islamic Cultures
European Art United
Anti-Semitism in Europe Today
July European School

Summer  Summer Universifies
September European School

Presidents’ Meeting
Winterschool Safetech
Japanese Companies in Europe
Ecological Congress

May

June

October

November EGEE IX:

European Communication Agora
Academy on Renewable Energy
Communication in The Ninelies
The Mediferranean Area
Redlizing European Advertising
Xenophobia! Are You a Racist?
TEAM'93

Post-revolutionary Eastern Europe

December

1994

January  New Europe — New Law

Simulation of the EC

Milano
Amsterdam
Koblenz
Europe
Praha
Budapest

All Antennae
Madrid

Delft |

Milano

Aachen
Homburg
Nijmegen
Berlin
Aalborg
Trondheim
Cluj-Napoca
Gorizia
Konstanz
Ljvbljana
Rotterdam
Praha
London
Fribourg
Miinchen
Miinster
Koln
Maastricht
Heidelberg
Valladolid

Europe |

Salerno
Santander
Delft
Groningen
Gliwice

Europe
Utrecht
Sevilla
Genéve
Barcelona
Nijmegen
Freiburg
Milano

Bratislava

Krakéw
Miinchen

February
March

April

May

June

Summer
September

October

November

December

Ethnic and National Minorities Budapest
Moot Court Luxembourg
Integration in the Province; Eger
Presidents’ Meeling Eger
The Bridging of Cultural Differences Maastricht
Mass Media in Europe Hamburg
Democracy in Crisis Bonn
The New World (Dis)Order Istanby|
Agora Miinchen
Energy |I, Potential of Renewable Energy Delft
Humanitarian Action: How? Genéve
Foreign Invesiments in Eastern Europe Cluj-Napoca
Europe and Latin America M. Wiesh.
CHAMP Europe Finals London

More Leisure — More Pleasure Saarbriicken
European School Rennes
Summer Universities Europe
Summer Course, Aqua 1994 ’ Utrecht
Presidents’ Meeling Helsinki
From Grapes to Wine Verona
What's in 0 Name? Rotterdam
Central Europe Lid Ensch. Wars.
Addiction and its Place in Society Eindhoven
Europe against Discrimination Europe
Ex-Yugoslavia, Couses & Consequences Tilburg
Agora Montpellier
Europe on the Brink Edinburgh
Terrorizing Advertising Augsburg
EGEE X: Dimension in Education Bologna
Asia, a Changing World Enschede

1995

January

February

March

. April

AEGEE-Forum Sey. LPalmas
AEGEE-Forum Bucuresti
Disabled in Europe El./Nurnb.
AEGEE-Forum Aachen
AEGEE-Forum Baja
AEGEE-Forum Stockholm
AEGEE-Forum Utrecht
Presidents” Meeting Ljubljona
Academy: Europe-Past and Future Passav
Spring University Berlin
Moot Court Finals Mac|siri.Chr
Environment in Eastern & Central Europe W
Mathematic on Practical Problems Cluj-Napoca
Manipulation and Mass Media Salamancd
Academy: Drowned by Information ol
Agora Amsterdﬂf"
Privatization in Central & Eastern Europe Skopie

Bruxe"es

10th Anniversary Reception




d’AEGEE-Europe de 1985 a 1995

1. (85/04) Biancheri, Franck; Cavallari, Andréa; Faber, Georges;
Guimann, Marie-Pierre; Loo, Huguetle van de; Muller, Charles; Schot-
ien, Joos; Xylander, Fabian von; Lehr, Ann-Katrin; Lemieux, Edith; Via-
la, Thibaud; Gulli, Francesco; Neri, Giacomo-Carlo; Zwaan, Tanja; Es-
tablie, Bernard; Micaelli, Philippe 2. (86/02) Biancheri, Franck; Lehr,
Ann-Katrin; Lemieux, Edith; Viala, Thibaud; Gulli, Francesco; Neri, Gia-
como-Carlo; Zwaan, Tanja; Establie, Bernard; Micaelli, Philippe; Alba-
nese, Francesca; Baedemaeker, Pierre de; Cutler, Joanne; Garavelli,
Bruno; Himbert, Marie-Noelle; Keller, Armin; Muntendam, Josje; Sén-
chez Rodr?guez, Manolo; Tomazi, Enrico; Anacker, Béatrice; Bloemer,
Vera; Drutskoy-Sokolinsky, Ilyéna; Garnaud, Stéphane; Notten,
Henriette van; Qosterhuis, Rikstus: Rogmans, Tim; lopez Aranda, Ri-
chard; Monteil, Jean-Francois; Oldland, Andrew; Nomikos, Spyros 3.
(86/11) Biancheri, Franck; Gulli, Francesco; Neri, Giacomo-Carlo;
Zwaan, Tanjo; Establie, Bernard; Micaelli, Philippe; Albanese, Fran-
cesca; Bloemer, Vera; Drutskoy-Sokolinsky, llyéna; Garnaud, Stéphane;
Notten, Henriette van; Qosterhuis, Rikstus; Rogmans, Tim; Lopez Aranda,
Richard; Monteil, Jean-Francois; Oldland, Andrew; Carbonell, Nicolas;
Darsonville, Carine; Duverger, Frédéric; Hardens, Martin; Kalnein, Ale-
xandra von; Schnéll, Joseph; Sinclair, Andrew; Wulls, Matoya; Arnotre,
Emmanuel; Heister, Johannes; Kruitwagen, Barl; Leclercg, Christophe;
Reisikas, Stephanos 4. (87/11) Biancheri, Franck; Zwaan, Tanja; Es-
Bernard; Micaelli, Philippe; Albanese, Francesea; Lopez Aranda,
dichard; Monteil, Jean-Francois; Oldland, Andrew; Arnotte, Emmanuel;
Heister, Johannes; Kruitwagen, Bart; Leclercq, Christophe; Belsikas, Ste-

nos; Miranda, Amadeu; Boer, Klaas de; Bracco, Vieri; Compagni
worales, José Maria; Dietrich, Marc: Doncieux, Mare; Hunt, Christian;
Kerckhove, Thierry van den ; Mathioudakis, Alain; Barcia, Carmela;
Farrovs, Sue; Kohlman, Roger; Kopmels, Daisy; Marchie Sarvaas, Gi-
ieon du; Toledo, Blanca de; Vaagt, Christoph 5. (88/04) Bracco,
Vieri; Betsikas, Stephanos; Albanese, Francesca; Boer, Klaas de: Brac-
co, Vieri; Compagni Morales, José Maria; Dietrich, Marc; Doncleux,
Miare; Hunt, Christian; Kerckhove, Thierry van den; Mathioudakis, Alain;
. Carmelo; Farrow, Sue; Kohlman, Roger; Kopmels, Daisy; Mar-
chie Sarvaas, Gidea du; Toleds, Blanca de; Vaagt, Chrisioph; Bonatti,
Giovanni: Famiolli; Luca; Flechet, Laurent: Forturio, Piltr: Godefraid,
Pascale; Kargall, Thomas; Mattie, Annemarie; Randall, David; Schutte,
leoast; Hofmann, Heike; Guistgaard, Etienne; Wissenbach, Uwe; Wolf-

ram; Amd 6. (88/11) Pélard, Frédéric; Borcia, Carmald; Farréw, Sue:

Kohlman, Roger: Kopmels, Daisy; Marchie Sarvans, Gideon du; Telado,

Blinca de; Vaag, Christoph; Hofmann, Heike; Givistgoard, Efienrie; Wis-

sonbiach, Uwe; Wolfram, Arnd; Benite, Claudia: Behnke, Thomas; Co-
daceioni, Anne; Decking, Klaus; Fecer, Mariuel; Lennarts, Loes; Mato,
Antonia; Nijmian, Getbrond; Perrin, Richard; Wagner, Wolfram; Brink,
Catinne van de; Comine, Alberto; Haber, Volker: Keipema, Erlk van;
Rastaile; Christelle; Rubell, Lorenzo; Rutteman, Jeanefte; Lonski, Chris:
he von; Friob, Pierre 7. (89/04) Pélard, Frédéric; Brink, Corinne van
dt’_‘.‘ Comine, Albarte; Haber, Volker; Keipema, Erikvan; stoile; Chris-
g‘-‘ﬂ; Ruballi, Lorenzo; Rutteman, Jearette; Lonski, Christine von; Friob,
Hu'-.:rre; Ciaffi, Pa;quai'e Marie; Dascher, Kris_'rof; Emschwiller, Corl-Erik;
l aasan; Nala: Hagemayer, Jans; Khan, Rucksar; Laougine, Bétrice;
“harts, Helean; Lorandel, Maris-Agnes; Mulbert, Jacques; Muijle, Wij-
Eund; Sabounji, Madia; Sande, Conchia van der; Tedinden, Claire;

9Mpromis, Lorraing; Dominguez, Adelfo; Gardia Hererro, Ricardo;

Scherf, Christian; Stuber, Michael; Moscali, Fabrizio 8. {89/11) Do-
minguez, Adolfo; Lonski, Christine von; Frich, Pierre; Cioffi; Champ-
romis, Lorraine; Dominguez, Adolfo; Garcia Hererro, Ricardo, Scherf:
Christian; Stuber, Michael; Moscati, Fabrizio; Battaner, Federico, Civi-
letti; Dianora; Cras, Steven; D'Errico, Pasquale; Diomede, Alessandro,
Duprat, Christine; Gadanyi, Katja; Garcia, José Manue; Hillebrand; Jut-
ta; Hécherl, Ingrid; Jong, Marielle de; Loncin, Olivier; Pechiari; Pier-
paolo; Pevet, Laurent; Rassow, Katharina; Teschner, Ralf; Thiede; Inga,
Verklei, Jan; Boers, Achim; Dobbenburg, Frank van; Hernandez; Chris-
fina; Russel, Leyla, Chatelin, Michel; Giovanetti, Giuliano 9. {90/05)
Boers, Achim; Friob, Pierre; Moscali, Fabrizio; Dobbenburg, Frank van;
Hernandez, Chrisiina; Russel, Leyla; Chatelin, Michel; Giovanetti, Giu-
liano; Hessler, Georg; Kalbusch, Marco; Knab, Armin; Kobrin, Laurent;
Pita, Olivia; Scherma, Daniele; Venrooij, Loet 10. (90/11) Gab-
lentz, Georg von der; Dechaux, Laurent; Geelen, Frank; Halling,
Bernd; Negrofti, Silvia; Rodriguez, Andrés; Dell’Aquila, Vittorio;
Eberl, Nikolaus; Giordano, Alfonso; Magielse, Eric; Pelizer, Oliver;
Smits, Marco; Bombuil, Cécile; Flecyn, Serge; Alvarez, Maria J;
Merker, Michael 11. (91/05) Gablentz, Georg von der;
Dell'Aquila, Vittorio; Eberl, Nikolaus; Giordano, Alfonso; Magielse,
Eric; Peltzer, Oliver; Smits, Marco; Bombail, Cécile; Flecyn, Serge;
Alvarez, Maria J.; Merker, Michael; Simon, Peter: Drewes, Oliver:
Ybema, Michiel; Kinnunen, Paula; Riesga Lazaro, Enrique 12,
(91/11) Gablentz, Georg von der; Bombail, Cécile; Flecyn, Serge;
Alvarez, Maria J,; Merker, Michael; Drewes, Oliver; Ybema, Michiel:
Kinnunen, Paula; Riesgo Lézaro, Enrique; Mercanti, Lorella; Decher,
Stephan; Donadio, Cristing; Hinnah, Matthias; Payot, Jean- Luc;
Schbyer, Mamix; Tzortzis, Michalis 13. (92/04) Hoogerwerf, Je-
roen; Alvarez, Maria J.; Merker, Michael; Kinnunen, Paula; Riesgo L&-
zaro, Enrique; Mercanti, Lorella; Decher, SIephon; Donadio, Cristing;
Hinnah, Matthias; Payot, Jean-luc; Schéyer, Mamix; Ory, Krisztina;
Gellner, Julia; Soer, Liesheth; Gonzalez-Vélez, Marco: Coumans, Mark;
Tzortzis, Michalis 14. (92/11) Hoogerwerf, Jeroen; Fountis, Tassos;
Gellner, Julia; Scer, Liesbeth; Gonzalez-Vélez, Marco; Coumans, Mark;
Volini, Giorgio; Bisgaard, Ulla; Hendriks, Bart; Lulé, Marie-Laure;
Medrano, Maria Luz; Miladinovic, Pavel; Passaretta, Gianluca;
Rysénkova, Dano; Kigyés, Zsuzsa; Mihaylova, Albena 15. (93/04)
Miladinovic, Pavel; Gonzdlez-Vélez, Marco; Coumans, Mark; Bisgaard,
Ulla; Hendriks, Bart; Lulé, Marie-Laure; Medrano, Maria Luz;
Passarefta, Giarluca; Rysankovd, Dana; Kigybs, Zsuzsa; Mihay|ovc|,
Albeno; Gonzdlez-Vélez, lea, Koénig; Kai-Michael; Rijkers, Pleun;
Stoffels, Johannes 16. (93/11) Kigyds, Zsuzsa; Coumans, Mark;
Mihaylova, Albena; Kénig, Kai-Michael; Rijkers, Pleun; Stoffels,
Johannes; Bouman, Rajender; Peroni, Lorenzc; Révy, Mercedes; Gori,
Gisella; Hooft, Jeanin van; Klitzing, Philipp von; Selz, Darian; Andersen,
Paw; Thorsson, Christing; 17. {94/04) Selz, Dorian; Stoffels,
Johannes; Peroni, Lorenzo; Gori, Gisella; Hooft, Jeanin van; Klitzing,
Philipp  von; Andersen, Paw; Thorsson, Christina; Molnér,Katalin;
Thomann, Mélaine; Muresan, Marius; Verhoef, Sjoerd; Baldi, Lisg;
Lesage, Morgane; Szabo, Szilvia; 18. (94/11) Thorsson, Christina;
Andersen, Paw; Baldi, Lisa; Lesage, Morgane; Szabé, Szilvig;
Hooijdonk, Jan-Pieter van; Julia de Capmany, Quim; Dijke, Lennert van;
Eik, Jeroen van; lterson Scholten, Egens van; Kozma, Csilla; Siniscalco,
Alessandra; Werner, Andrea; Tenbérg, Eva; Georgopoulos, Dimitris
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GEORGOPOULUS, DIMITRIS — EDITORIAL TEAM

Dimitris, born in 1970, VP of AEGEE-Athina, CD member since 1994,
he was entrusted with the publishing of the present book. He currently is
finishing his studies as mechanical engineer in Athina.

MERKER, MICHAEL - EDITORIAL TEAM;

Michael, born in 1967, was founder of AEGEE-Leipzig. Member of the
CD [Eost-West & Tempus) 1990 - 1992 [VP). Chairman of the Agora
1994/5, He is finishing his history studies in Berlin.

SELZ, DORIAN - EDITORIAL TEAM;

Dorian, born in 1971, was member and President of AEGEE-Genéve.
CD-member from 1993 to 1994 and President of AEGEE-Europe in
1994, He is finishing his studies in Geneva.

ALVAREZ, MARIA;

She was a CD-member from 1990 1o 92 and editor of the Newsbulletin
from 1989 to 92. Today she is working as banker in Oviedo, Spain.

BALDI, LISA;

She was President of AEGEE-Milano and CD-member from 1994-95.
She co-organised TEAM in Milano. She is studying Political Sciences.

BIANCHERI, FRANK;

Frank, born in 1961, was the founder of AEGEE-Europe and its
President from 1985 to 1988. Today he is working as Euro-consultant.

BISGAARD, ULLA;

Founder (1970} of AEGEE-Aalborg and CD-member, responsible for
European Institutions. She is studying Political Science at Aalborg
University.

BOMBAIL, CECIL;

CEcil was founder and President of AEGEE-Bordeaux. She was CD-

member from 1990 to 1992, Today she is working for a chemical com-
pany in Florence.

DELL'AQUILA, VITTORIO;

Vittorio was SU organiser in Milano from 1988 1o 1993 and later SU-
coordinator for AEGEE-Europe from 1991 to 1994 and CD-member
(VP in 1991. He is currently finishing his studies in Milan.

DODIN, ANDR...-JACQUES;
He is working at Youth Directorate of the Council of Europe.
DREWES, OLIVER;

He (1966) was President of AEGEE-Utrecht and CD-member (General
Secretary) from 1991-92, He is working af the European Parliament,

EMSCHERMANN, RAINER;

President of AEGEE-Bonn and later chairman of the Agora, 1990 to 91.
He is working at the European Parliament.

FELLS, JOHN;

He was a former Tempus co-ordinator and is now working for the
Cenlral European University in Warsaw.

GORI, GISELLA;

Bom in 1969, she was founder of AEGEE-Firenze and later. Erasmus res-
ponsible for the WG (1992 to 1994) as CD-member (VP) from 1993 to
1994. Today she is Doctoral Researcher at the European University
Institute in Florence.

HfNSCH, KLAUS;
President of the European Parliament.
HEISTER, JOHANNES;

He (1959) was founder of AEGEE-Kiel, 1986 - 87, and VP and General-
Secrefary, 1986 - 88, Founder of Les Anciens, the oldies-netwark of
AEGEE. He holds o post at the Kiel Institute of World Economics.

HOOGERWERF, JEROEN;

Jeroen (1969) was President of AEGEE-Amsterdom and chairman of the
Agora in 1991/92. He was President of AEGEE-Europe from 1992 to
1993. He finished his studies.

HUNT, CHRISTIAN;

Founder and President of AEGEE-Louvain-La-Neuve, Christian {1945)
was later CD-member (1987-88) and co-founder of Euromanagers.
Today he is managing director of EMDS.

KALBUSH, MARCO;

Marco, born in 1971, was founder of AEGEE-Passau, AEGEE-Leuven
ond the Europe of the Regions WG. He was CD-member in 1990. He is
currently studying in Passau, Germany.

KIGYOS, ZSUZSA;

Zsuzsa (1971) was co-founder of AEGEE-Budapest in 1991 and CD-
member from 1992 to 1994, and President 1993 to 1994. She is cur-
rently finishing her studies at the Budapest Economics University.

KINNUNEN, PAULA;

Paula {1964) was founding member of AEGEE-Turku (1990 and CD-
member responsible for development in Scandinavia 1991/92.
Currently she is working as infernational relations secretary for the



Students' Union of Tampere Universily.

KLEPSCH, EGON;

acted as President of the European Parliament from 1992 to 1994,
KLITZING, PHILIPP VON;

Editor of the OneEurope Magazine, Philipp (1969) was a CD-member
from 1993 to 1994, locking after external relations and Working
Groups. He is a student of mechanical engineering and political scien-

ce.
KONIG, KAI-MICHAEL;

He {1968) was President of AEGEE-Saarbr cken and later CD-member
from 1993 to 94. He is finishing his law studies in Saarbr cken.

LALUMIERE, CATHERINE;

She was a former Secretary General of the Council of Europe and is cur-
rently member of European Parliament.

LECLERQ, CHRISTOPH;

He (1962) was founder of AEGEE-K&In, CD-member from 1986 to 1988
and founder of Euromanagers in 1987, He just finished an assignment
by McKinsey and is now working for the European Commission.

LENARDUZZI, DOMENICO;
He is director of the DG XXII.
.OPEZ ARANDA, RICARDO;

He was a CD-member from 1986 to 1987 and founder of the European
School, He is currently working as diplomat for the Spanish foreign offi-

ce,
+AARKO, ARMIN;

Armin, born in 1965, was the founder of the Environmental WG and co-
ordinator of the first Environmental week in 1991. Today he is electrical
engineer,

MITTERRAND, FRANCOIS;
He is the President of the French Republic.
NEMETH, KRISZTINA;

Kriszfina (1968) was co-founder of AEGEE-Leipzig (1990) and later
Budapest. Today she is working for the EU delegation in Budapest.

NOTTEN, HENRIETTE VAN;

Henriette was co-founder and President of AEGEE-Leiden and a member
of the Comité Directeur of AEGEE-Europe from 1986 to 1987. In 1989,
Henriette joined the Dutch foreign service and is now the second secre-
tary of the political section of the Netherlands Embassy.

QLDLAND, ANDREW;

He was VP and treasurer of AEGEE-Europe from 1986 to 1988. He is
Barrister at Law in London,

RANDALL, DAVID;

David, born in 1960, was a CD member from 1988 to 1989 and was
the founder of the East-West WG. Today he is working as Tempus co-
ordinator for projects in Minsk, Debrecen andSt.Petersburg,

RESTOUED(, JEAN-PHILIPPE,
He is working at Youth Directorate of the Council of Europe.
RICARDO HERRERQ, GARCIA;

FOU.ncler of AEGEE-Scope [1989-20) and CD-member during the same
Period He is working for a publishing company in Leon, Spain:

RIESGO LAZARO, ENRIQUE;
Born in 1967, he was co-founder of AEGEE-Oviedo. From autumn 1991

to fall 1992 he wos CD-member. Today he is working as Infernational
Relations Officer for the Dublin City University

ROGALLA, DIETER;
Honorary member of the European Parliament.
SABATAKIS, KYRIACOS;

President of AEGEE-Athina from 1989 to 1990. He finished his studies
and is working as engineer.

SIMON, PETER;

President (1966) of AEGEE-Karlsruhe and later PR-responsible in the CD
in 1991, He is engineer,

SINISICALCO, ALESSANDRA;

She was President of AEGEE-Torino and is currentty CD-member res-
ponsible for Erasmus.

SPILLNER, LORENZ;

Editor of the OneEurope Magazine since 1993. He is studying econo-
mics in KIn,

SUSSMUTH, RITA;
She is the current President of the German Parliament.
TARSCHYS, DANIEL;

He is the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.
TESCHNER, RALF;

He was President of AEGEE-Miinchen (1988-89) and CD-member from
1989-90, He is conference manager in Minchen,

THORSSON, CHRISTINA;

Christina (1970}, was founder and President of AEGEE-Lund, She is CD-
member since 1993 {European Institutions) and President since late
1994, She is studying Law in Lund, Sweden.

. TOTH, VAZUL;

He was the organiser of the Agora Budapest and President of the anten-
nal He his studying European Studies.

TZORTZIS, MICHALIS;

He (1965) was President of AEGEE-Athing from 1990.to 1992 and CD-
member from 1991-92. Today he is working as economist in Athens,

VAAGT, CHRISTOPH;

Christoph (1961) was President of AEGEE-Miinchen 1987-88 and foun-

der of Moot Court in 1988. He joined the CD from 1987-89. Today he

is working as lawyer.
VERHOEF, SJOERD;

He was co-organiser of Energy |l ond General Secretary of AEGEE-
Europe in 1994. He is studying Aeronautical Engineering.

WISSENBACH, UWE;

He was President (organiser of the Eurodefense) of AEGEE-Mainz and
CD-member back in 1988. Currently working for the European
Commission,
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oi: Do you think
iiere’s only one route to your career goal?

Some newcomers to profession-
al life would like to know right
now what they'll be doing in
the year 2010. Others are more
interested in personal prospects
for progress - both today and in
the year 2010. Are you one of
them? Good, let's talk about you
and us — the WestLB

Your progress with us is in-
dividual by choice - right from
the start There are challenging

tasks, an innovative environment
and flat hierarchies which com-
bine continously to provide new
options for your advancement
Thisis where we support you with
a personal promotion plan tailored
to your individual achievements
and ambitions

Would you like your successes
andexpectationstohave avitalin-
fluence on your future? — Just call
us on (49) 211 826-4345/6784

\VWestLB








